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Moslem worshippers on the Temple Mount, where tension was high last week. 


Strife after Temple Mount 


Violence between Palestinians 
and soldiers continued in the West 
Bank and Gaza over the weekend 
with two confirmed fatalities and an 
undetermined number of injuries, 

, fe weekend unrest was a con- 
Unuation of the wave of violence 
that has been sweeping the ad- 
Ministered areas in the wake of the 
April 11 shooting incident on the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem, ἴῃ 
Which Alan Harry Goodman, a 38- 
year-old American immigrant serv- 
ing in the army began sniping at 
orshippers in the Mosque of 

mar. Two persons were killed 
ind more than a dozen hurt in the 
incident, 

The government promptly con- 
demned the shooting on the Temple 
Mount, but accused the Supreme 
Maslem Council of altempting to 
exploit the incident for political 
Purposes. 

Unmixed condemnations were 
xpressed by the chief rabbis and 
Mayor Teddy Kollek. 

The Prime Minister's Office is- 
sued a statement describing the 

Perpetrator 88 “mentally ill" and ex- 


pressing pain “over the terrible 
sacrilege and the loss of life.” 

The statement cautioned the 
Supreme Moslem Council against 
“spreading a blood libel. It should 
also remember that the days of the 
mufti al-Husseini, Hitler's agent, 
are gone, never to return." 

The two chief rabbis in a state- 
‘ment of almost unprecedented 
severity, condemned the killing and 
its perpetrator, who they said had 
“cut himself off from the- Jewish 
people.” 

Koliek expressed “sorrow and 
shock” in the name of all the cily's 
residents, The mayor also con- 
demned “small, irresponsible 
groups” of Jews who have αἱ- 
tempted to pray on the Temple 
Mount for creating an atmosphere 
in which fanaticism grows, 


While Friday prayers on the Tem- 
ple Mount in Jerusalem passed with 
only a minor demonstration under 
the watchful presence of Ὁ large 
number of security forces, worship- 
pers in the Gaza Strip emerged-from 
their mosques to attack militury 


THE LATEST 
NEWS FROM 


wey 


ISRAEL” 


(David Rubinger) 


shooting 


patrols and vehicles in a number of 
areas. 

A delegation of Israeli Arab local 
council heads called on the 
Supreme Moslem Council in East 
Jerusalem Saturday to express 
solidarity following the Temple 
Mount shooting. A majority of 
mayors, however, opposed the 
gesture, and those who did par- 


ticipute in the delegation were’ 


heads of communist-dominated 
councils, 

In the Sajaiya quarter of Gaza, u 
small foot patrol was stoned by 
hundreds of chanting youths, and 
the soldiers opened fire, killing one 
person and injuring seven others, 
according to military sources, 

In Abbassan, ἃ refugee camp out- 
side Khan Yunis, another patrol was 
attacked, and 18-year-old Ismail 
Ibrahim Abu-Nimer was shot dead, 
An undisclosed number of people 
were injured in this incident. 

In the Shatti camp, there was’ 
another large demonstration, but. 
troops were able to disperse il by us- 
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on easing 


tension with Egypt 


By BENNY MORRIS 
and DAVID LANDAU 
Post Diplomatic Reporters 

While Isruel is still seeking rens- 
surances from Egypt and the U.S. 
Concerning the future of the peace 
process after April 26, officials in 
Cuiro and Jerusalem at the weekend 
Sounded an optimistic note about 
the easing of tensions before the 
completion of the Israeli withdrawal 
From Sinai. 

At the regular cabinet meeting 
Sunday, Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin briefed the ministers on his 
talks with U.S, Under-Secretary of 
State Walter Stoessel, The cubinet 
meets twin at midweek lo discuss 
the differences with Egypt. That 
Session is to be held after Begin 
Meets wilh Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Kamal Hassan Ali and 
again with Stuessel, who hus since 
conferred with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak 

Cibinet s nye Dan Meridor 
would not comment un whether or 
not the government might hold up 
on the Sinai withdrawal, 

In Cairo, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Hassan Kamal Ali said, 
after meeting Stoessel on Satur- 
day," am confident the Israeli 
withdrawal wilt take place on time. 

“Econtinue... to be confident thal 
the existing problems will be 
resolved ‘satisfactorily," he added, 

In Jerusalem, Israeli officials ex- 
Pressed optimism about resolving 
the current difficulties following 
Friday's brief visit here by Egyptian 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Butros Ghali, Ghali brought with 


IDF rejects all 


him a lengthy letter from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubaruk, which 
according to a senior Israeli govern- 
ment source contained an Egyptiun 
reiteratlon of commitment lo the 
Peace process and an assurance thal 
bilateral Egyptian-Israeli ties would 
be “strengthened” after Anril 26. 

But Israeli officials " continued 
over the weekend to air the Ppop- 
sibility of obtaining, before the 
withdrawal, a formal tripartite 
declarution by Egypt, Israel and the 

«5. renewing the commitment of 
ull sides to the peace process. Also 
mentioned were passible exch anys 
of “letters of intent hetween the 
U.S. and Israel, the US. and kgypt. 
and Egypt and Israel, all un- 
der riling such a cummuntent, 

“Israel sees a tripartite: deelata- 
ion as the best possible ateans οἱ 
assuring that Eps pt does nat change 
WS policy afler April 26. aad a 
Senior government source. 

The source siid that Stoessel τὶ 
his talks in Jerusstem on Friday ea. 
Pressed “in principle, in a general 
way” American willingness ta signa 
“declaration or memurandum” to 
bolster the peace process in ad- 
vance of the Isrueli pullhack trom 
Sinai. 

But in Cairo, Ali said he saw no 
need for a new document real- 
firming Egyptian adherence to the 
Peace treaty. “I see no justification 
for a new peace pact between Egypt 
and Israel because the peace treaty, 
which ethe two sides have 
implemented with honesty, provides 
the necessary legal framework for 

(Continued on Page Tuas 


charges 


of ‘barbarism’ in Golan 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
‘TEL AVIV. — The IDF over the 
weekend denied it had imposed a 
“barbaric law" on the Golan under 
which Druse were beaten denied 
medical aid and jailed without 
proper trial for refusing to accept 
identity cards issued by the Interior 
Ministry, 

The claims were made Inst week 
by retired deputy president of 
the Supreme Court, Justice Haim 
Sohn, who is now chairman of the 
Association of Civil Rights in Israel. 
(See page 8} 

The association snid in response 
to the IDF reply that it stood by its 
‘allegations, adding that each one of 
them was backed by affidavits sub- 
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mitted before lawyers, “We demand 
8. commission of inquiry to in- 
vestigate the matter," it added, 

A long statement the IDF 
spokesman issued said that 
the decision to impose the emer- 
gency regulations on the Druse 
villages in the Golan was not taken 
by the army “and no one is more 
aware of this fact than the 
honorable Justice Haim Cohn...and 
knows its significance," the un- 
cand toughly worded statement 
said. 


The IDF carefully saw te it that 
implementation of the regulations 
“would be wholly in accordance 
with the law, with patience, 
tolerance and considerable 
Tesiraint,” the spokesman added, 
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US. Under-Secretary of State Walter Stoessel exits smiling last week. 
from a meeting with Prime Minister Menachem Begin, backed up by an 


apparently equally optimistic U.S. Ambassador Samuel Lewis. 


(Bllahu Harati) 


OPTIMISM ON WITHDRAWAL 


«Continued from Page Que) 
bilateral relations,” Ali: told the 
Moslem religious: weekiy, A-Ner. 

Egypt is opposed to Israel's con- 
tinued building of a large hotel at 
Taba Beach while the future of the’ 
area is to be decided by arbitration. 

The disputed area is to be under 
the control of the Multinational 
Force and Observers (MFO). 

There has been no progress on 
this point, despite the intensive 
shutuling by Israeli and Egyptian 
ministers, and by U.S. Under- 
Secretary of State Walter Stoessel 
during the past few days. 

Well-placed sources indicated 
that there is not complete 
unanimity within Israeli policy- 
making circles regarding whether to 


seck new bilateral or trilateral ac- 
cords at this. time to bolster the 
‘peace treaty, 

fsrael television news reported 
that Israel might ‘'make 
do” with a letter from Reagan to 
Israel and Egypt as an acceptable 
form of American reaffirmation of 
the Camp David accord. 

In Friday morning's talks 
between the U.S. delegation led by 
Stoessel and Begin, Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yehuda Ben- 
Meir, Begin aired ideas about the 
nature of the documentary reas- 
surances Israel seeks, and Sharon 
briefed the Americans on the results 
of his visit on Thursday to Cairo. 


Ex-security services head 
attacks ‘coercive’ policy 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 


The former head of the Shabak, 
the General Security Services has 
attacked the government's .“bom- 
bastic’’ coercive policy vis-a-vis the 
Golan Druse an the Arabs of the 
West Bank. 

Writing in lust weekend's 
Ha'aretz, Avraham Ahituy, who 
retired last year after rumoured dif- 
ferences with the prime minister, 
says that such a policy would prove 
futile. 

The underlying basis of Israel 
policy in the territories, he writes 
was the need to keep the population 
there quiescent. “It was clear to all 
that in the final analysis, whatever 
solution would be achieved, when it 
is achieved, would be a political 
one. Until that time, all these in- 
volved were instructed to do all that 
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was possible to ensure quiet and to 
permit this large population, 
numbering one million, to continue 
Functioning and see to its 
livelihood.” 


“Until a year ago (the Golan) was 
totally peaceful. During 14 years 
only two cases of Syrian espionage 
had been uncovered there tn addi- 
tlon to some individuals who main- 
tained secret contacts. Not one case 
of terrorist activity nor one expres- 
sion of organized revolt emanated 
from their area, 


‘“..What was so unsatisfactory 
with thal? For what purpose did 
they have to be compelled to accept 
Israeli identity cards, and thus to 
provoke and stimulate their 
mone Identification?” Ahituv 
asks. 
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Sinai diehards claim Eitan supports them 


By MOTTI BEN-YANAI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


YAMIT, — Chief of Staff Rafaet 
Eitan met last week with leader of 
the Stop the Withdrawal from Sinai 
Movement, 

The removal of the diehard squat- 
ters from Sinai begins on Monday. 

The chief of staff expressed his 
encouragement for movement ac- 
tivities and aims, the source 
reported, The. Army spokesman on 
Sunday denied this. 


Although the source declined to 
state how many people participated 
Ia the meetings, he did name Rab- 
banit Miriam Levinger, who led the 
occupation of the Hadassah 
building in Hebron, and Gavriella 
Weiss, a Gush Emunim activist 
whom Eitan reportedly once called 


the “Joan of Arc of Samaria." 

At the meetings, the source said, 
discussions were held on possible 
applications of Eitan’s ‘*en- 
couragemeni” of the movement, in- 
cluding the possibllity of the chief of 
staff pressuring Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin to delay the 
‘evacuation of Sinai, scheduled for 
April 25. Σ 

The feeling among movement ac- 
tivists, the source continued, was 
that if the chief of staff resigned to 
protest the withdrawal (a possibility 
that the activists consider 
“realistic’”), then Eitan would join 
the ranks of the anti-withdrawal 
movement and take “an active 
part.” . 

On Friday, Ashkenazi Chief 
Rubbi Shiomo Goren and Sephardi 
Chief Rabbi Ovadia Yosef made an 


urgent halachic ruling againa, anyin 
lentions ‘by unti-withdraya 
diehards to commit suicide In any, 
tempt lo stage off the final evacy. 
tion. 

The chief rabbis’ step was in rey. 
tion to reporis of the possibility ¢ 
resorting to suicide at a recent χὰ 
conference of rabbis in Yami 

On Sunday, some members oft 
ultra-nationalist Kach movemey 
now living in a bomb shelter; 
Yamit reaffirmed their intention» 
commit suicide to protest th 
evacuation of Sinai. 

in another development, mg 
dents of the unauthorized seu 
ment of Atzmona on Friday ver 
given permission to remain al the 
moshav until Thursday go that the 
can harvest their melons for expen. 


{See related reports page 4.) 


STRIFE AFTER TEMPLE MOUNT SHOOTING 


(Continued from Page One) 
ing tear gas and rubber bullets, 
military sources said. 

In El-Bireh, youths attacked a 
military roadblock on Friday with 
stones and burning tires, and three 
of them were slightly injured when 
the soldiers opened fire. 

Two women were slightly injured 
in Ramallah yesterday when a 
crowd attacked a passing patrol. 

Meanwhile, the West Bank Arab 
Blr Zeit University, is due to 
reopen Monday after a three-month 
closure, following attacks by stu- 
dents on campus on Israeli military 
personnel. 

On Wednesday of last week, a 
seven-year-old boy died after being 
shot in a clash with. soldiers in the 
Jebalya refugee camp near Gaza. © 

Also on Wednesday, troops fired 
in the air and used teargas to break 
up demonstrations in the West 
Bank, and the army closed the 
Islamic college in Gazo, and sealed 
off the area around the a-Najah 
university in Nablus. 

In Sair, on the outskirts of 
Hebron, a youth was shot in the leg 
after a crowd stoned troops. In 
Hebron, a shop burnt down after it 
caught fire when soldiers used 
welding torches to cut the shutters. 

In Kalandya, near Jerusalem, the 
army fired shots and tear gas, 
wounding at least one person, 
reportedly shot in the pelvis. 

Eye-witnesses reported that, for 
the first time, many adults helped 
build stone barricades on West 
Bank roads. 

in Nablus, storea in the town 
centre opened after an army 
welding machine signalled 
authorities’ intention of breaking 
the commercial strike. 

Arab government spokesmen and 
news media last week reacted angri- 
ly to the shooting incident on the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem, with 

most holding Israeli directly respon- 
sible. ΣΥΝ 

This was the line taken by official 
spokesman and newspapers in 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Syria and 
by the PLO. 

Kuwait announced that it would 
hold a general strike and blackout 
with the outside world in protest 
over the shooting. 

The Arab line was echoed by the 
official Soviet news agency Tass 
which claimed that “this crime was 
organized not only by Zionist 
fanatica but also by units of the 
Israeli army and police.” 

On Thursday, the Prime 
Minister's Office issued the fol- 
lowing statement. : 

“History will record that during 


the days of Passover, 5742 — April 
1982 — the Forces of black reaction 
perpetrated a blood libel against the 
Jewish People in its homeland, 
while the civilized, democratic 
world once ygain stood by and 
remained silent. 

“A sick man ascended the Tem- 
ple Mount, sacred to the three 
monotheistic religions, opened fire, 
and killed and wounded innocent 
people. He was arrested and will be 
brought to trial, in accordance with 
the law of the land. 

“This human tragedy has been 
exploited in order (o convene ἃ 
special session of the Security 
Council, where despicable charges 
uguinst the people of Israel are 
being voiced.... 

“Only when the Jewish People is 
concerned is the guilt of one person 
turned into the source of incitement 
against many, against his nation.” 

At the UN a week before Israel's 
final withdrawal from Sinai, Islamic 
states last week were pressing the 
U.S. to vote for a UN Security 
Council resolution which defines 
Jerusalem as “occupied Arab 
territory.” 

President Reagan on Friday 
received a message from Jordan's 
King Hussein that the Arabs would 
conclude that U.S. policy toward 
the status of Jerusalem had changed 
unless there was a reference in the 
resolution to “the occupled Arab 
territories, including Jerusalem.” 

That was the same language in- 
cluded in the March 1, 1980 
Security Council resolution which 
the U.S. supported. President Jim- 
my Carter later insisted that the 
vote wes a mistake, All references 
to Jerusalem, Carter said, were sup- 
posed to have been deleted. 

Hussein's blunt message was 
delivered by six Islamic ambas- 
sadors who came to the White 
House on Friday to urge the U.S. to 
support the draft resolution — and 
hot merely to abstain. ie 

U.S. officials have confirmed that 
UN Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
who has been trying to soften the 
draft language with Islamic envoys 
at the UN Jast week, has received 
instructions from Washington to 
find language which would enable 
the U.S. to vote for the resolution. 

The Americans are trying 
desperalely to avoid having to cast 
another veto, belleving this would 
Breatly μην the Arabs. 

A modified draft implicitly — but 
not directly — condemning [eracl 
for the shooting. incident at the 
Temple Mount in Jerusatem is ex- 
pected to come up for a vote at the 
Security Council Monday. 
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In Jerusalem, meanwhile, balls; 
tests conducted on the bullet tu 
fatally wounded the second γα 
in the shooting incident οἱ te 
Temple Mount have proven that 
was not fired from the rifle used δ) 
Goodman, police sources cor 
firmed. 

In an investigation sever 
persons, including family memben. 
gave information that strongly it- 
dicated that the second viclia, 
Jihan Ibrahim Bader, was sholz 
10.30 a.m., 45 minutes after 
Goodman's capture, and outside 
the Temple Mount walls although 
neur the shrine, ν᾿ 

Jerusalem lawyer Ronnie 8a 
On, last week agreed to Ihe 
Magistrate's Court request that tt 
defend Goodman at his trial befor 
the district court. Shorts 
afterwards, the lawyer met with bs 
client for an hour and half ia ts 
cell in the lockup in Russian Cot 
pound, Goodman has been 
detained for 15 days. 

During a A 4 conference 0 
Tuesday by the Supreme Mose 
Council, it was alleged thet ὦ 
golden exterior dome had rece 
bullet hits not only from the γαῖ 
the direction from which ΠΥΡῚ 
Goodman approached — but 
the southwest and sockets ἦν 
say Moslem officials, τ 
fire was coming from the iret 
of the Jewlsh Quarter and Mout! 
Olives. “Tt is obvious thet 
came from outside the Hae 
(Temple Mount)," 4 5 
claimed. "It is indicative thet het 
must have been some sort of om 
dination in perpetrating this ta 
incident." : νὰ 
Compiled from reports by a 
Richardson, Wolf Blitzer, | 
Amrani and Abraham Ra 


Hospital director quit 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Prof. David Maeir has resign 
dicector-general of Jerusile 
crisis-ridden Shaare : 
Hospital, effective August Nine 


i 
Prof, Amold Rosin, head of? 
hospital's geriatric departments 
succeed him as acting dir. 
general until a permanent succes : 
js chosen, "- : t 
uns 


on 


THE WEATHER |: 
Saturdsy's "τῇ 

Μιυλεκ τ; 

Jerusalem 19-27 ΓΝ 
Taw we ἢ 
Εἶαι au FE 
ye 


Published weekly: Aprit 18-24, 


HOME NEWS 


‘Goodman needed 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
A_ scriptwriter looking for an 
abode for the character of a 
desperate and destitute killer need 
search no further than Alan Harry 
Goodman's rodi’ ih a Jerusalem 
boarding-house. 
Peeling aquu-green walls, 1 metal 


cot covered by a filthy bedspread, a" | 


tickely table with u faded and 
sluined tablecloth and a bare 25- 
watt bulb hanging from a chipped 
ceiling were what Goodman uwoke 
tu on Sundiy before claiming his 
niche in history, 

“On the whole, one couldn't have 
said a bad word about him,” land- 
lady Ada Cohen, 70, said about the 
38-yeur-old) Americin immigrant 
who lodged in her home on five 
separate ocensions, sturting as ἢ 
tourist in 1977, 

Quiet, withdrawn — and never 
missing Ὁ rent payment — she suid 
Goodman received no visitors and 
kept to himself, at the decrepit and, 
shuttered house ut 29 Rehov Beit 
Hakerem. 

The Bahimore min who is ac- 
cused of storming the Dome of the 
Rock, lodged at Cohen's Beit 
Hakerem Hotel for a “few days" in 
1977, “a few months” in 1978 and 
1981, for six duys just prior to his in- 
duction inte the IDE hist month and 
from Tuesday ‘to Sunday, the last 
few days before the Temple Mount, 
incident, the landlady suid. 


Between those dates, Goodman 
made unsuccessful attempts to learn 
Hebrew: in January al Jerusalem's 
Uipan Elzien, and in] November 
1YXO at Kibbuie Sarid, in the 
Jesre‘el Valley. 

Described by lus turmer teacher 
a Epzton as “a crazy min,’ who wus 
eapelled for headog up at Arab 
kitchen worker, Godin is vir- 
tually unrensembered al Kibbutz 
Sarid. 

Zvi Bek, a burly farmer who was 
in charge of volunteers at the kib- 
butz until the ulpan clused lust 
November, did nut recognize Guod- 
man's picture in the papers. 


Allan Harry Goodman as he 


appeared in court 


week, 


last 
{ΠῚ γι) 


Going through Goodman's file, 
Bek recalled that the volunteer — 
whe at the time had recently retur- 
ned from a two-year stay in the U.S. 
and pussibly Scandinavia — had not 
exhibited any violent behaviour 
while at he kibbutz. 

Perhaps in character with his 
habit of drifting, Goodman teft the 
kibbutz suddenly, without saying 
goodbye to anyone, about a month 
after he arrived. 

Goodman's movements in 198] 
remain unknown, bul sometinie that 
year — Cuber dues not remember 
exactly whea — he arrived at her 
hourding house and Μάγοι for a few 
months. During thay time, he 
received a notice from the [DF to 
appear Tor pre-induction medival 
tests. Cuhen had te transite the det 
ter for Goodman, 

A military source said last week 

thal the tests had not revealed any 
hint that Ginadman wits 
emotionally disturbed. 
‘The ‘Ministry of Absorption, 
however, assigned a social worker to 
Goodman, after it was recommended 
that be recelve psychiatric help. 
Goodman refused to see a psy- 
chiatrist, his ministry file shows. 


Six days before his induction on 
ry ς 


psychiatrist’ 


March 28 and the start of a special 
basic training course for new im- 
migrants, Goodman showed up on 
Cohen's doorstep again. 

He stayed til! his induction day, 
when she wished him luck and in- 
vited him to visit when he got leave. 

Wearing a beurd — the first time 
Cohen hud seen him with one — an 
IDF uniform, and toting the M-16 
rifle he allegedly used in the attack 
— Govdman again arrived at the 
rooming-house a few days belore 
the incident. 

He paid lwo days’ rent in advance 
— Cohen said he received financial 
help from the Jewish Agency, ather 
reporls claimed someone in’ the 
U.S. sent him $300 a month — and 
paid up‘to Sunday morning. 


“Lwon't be back for along ime," 
Croodann told Cohen as he left for 
the Temple Mount. 

Cohen, however, is still holding a 
form fetter for Goodman from the, 
Jerusalem branch of the Assecia- 
tion of Americans and Canadians in 
Israel. 

It invites him to uw seminar next 
month on the Palestinians. 

Sources close to the police in- 
vestigulion expressed doubt last 
week that Goodman, 38, wus con- 
nected to the Kach'Movement of 
Rubbi Meir Kahane despite Kuch 
literature found in the room of the 
Jerusalem hotel in which he had 
been staying. “He seems (a be too 
much of # loner to be part of any 
group,” said one source. Kach 
headquarters in Jerusatem denied 
any connection to Goudman, whom 
it described as “a sick Jew," But in 
New York, Kahane said that his 
Jewish Defence League would pay 
for Goodman's defence. “I don't 
condone und [ don't condemn it,” he 
suid of Goodman's uction. 

A leader of the Temple Mount 
Faithful, a group of nationalist Jews 
which attempts regularly to pray on 
the Temple Mount, also stated 
yesterday: “We never heard his 
name before and we condemn his 
action.” 


Kollek hits Arabs, cabinet 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Past Regarter 
The shooting on Jerusalem's 
Temple Mount shook the house 
that Teddy built but did not, he 
Says, bring it tumbling down, 
“TL don't despair particularly,” 
said Teddy Kollek last week. “It 


Just. makes life much- more: difs-- 


ficult,” 

The incident threw into silhouette 
the narrow ridge of reason upon 
which Jerusalem's mayor has tried 
during the past 15 years to build 
Arab-Jewish co-existence in 
Jerusalem. To sither side he could 
Ste the chasms.of.extromism yawn- 
ing wide. 

The attitude of the 
Arabs in Jerusalem and elsc- 
where is ‘beyond contempt,” 
he said in o rare public blast 
at this sector. “I don’t think we 
deserve gratitude for the parks and 
schools ‘we build if'East Jerusalem, 
but we never heard a word of con- 
dolence from them about the 


children and others killed in the: 


Zion Square explosion or any of the 
other terrorist incidents. We have ἃ 
vast public that criticizes its own 
government. Where do you have 
this among the Arabs?" : 
On the other side of the great 
divide, the present government,” 
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Kollek said, had helped to create an 
atmosphere in which mad actions 
such _ag° Sunday's' became more 
thinkable, The government had 
prevented ultra-nationalist Jews 
from. holding prayer services on the 
Temple Mount, but it had never 
forcefully, denounced them. Chris- 
tian institutions are vandalized by a 
small band of Jewish extremists and 
there are no arrests or any state- 
ment. fram the government. “Why 
can’t the. government condemn 
these: things.in strong words?” 
Yn-Judea-and Samaria, he said, 
Arab. women and children are shot 
and Jewish settlers are shown on 
telavision.using their weapons. “All 
these.events create an atmosphere 
in whloh' this sort of thing can take 
place, ho’said. The government did 
not consult with the municipality on 


‘policy ‘in‘‘the areas around the 


capitil despite the impact thest 
policies had ‘on Arub-Jewish rela 
tions in Jerusalem. - 

--It'was ‘togearly to tell the long- 
lorm: effects of Sunday's action on 
these relations, said Kotick. “Pers 
soni] relationships haven't been af- 
fected, ‘but that doesn't mean 
anything. Bul there are deep wounds 
and they fieed a long time to heal. { 
hes know’ — maybe they won't 
heal?" a 
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Trial for soldier 
who shot woman 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jervsalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV, — The soldier who kil- 
led a 40-year-old Arab woman near 
the Beit Et army base on April 8 
allegedly violated standing orders 
on opening fire and will be tried, 
military sources said last week, 

Two weeks ago the IDF spokesman 
said the woman, Aziza Hassan 
Hamad of Ein Yabrud, was shot 
when she approached an arms 
depot and did not halt when 
ordered to stop. However, Arab 
sources ssid she had been tilling a 
field of oats with four of her 
children when she was killed by a 
single shot. Neighbours working in 
nearby fields ran to see what had 
happened, but were deterred by the 
soldier who kept shooting into the 
air, the sources said. : 

The soldier was subsequently 
detained and ig still being held, the 
military sources said. 

Centra! Command military police 
have completed their investigation. 
The IDF advocale genera) will 
prepare the charge sheet and decide 
whether to try the soldier before a 
full military court or a summary 
court, which may impose a lighter 
sentence, ' 
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HOME NEWS 


Terrorists flee after 
unsuccessful ambush 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Post Military Reporter 
TEL AVIV, — Two terrorists am- 
bushed a military truck in the 
Jordan Valley fast week but failed: 
fo cause either casualties or 
damage. They made their escape 
across the Jordanian border. This 
was reported by the army 
spokesman. The incursion is seen in 
Jerusalem as a breach of the cease- 
fire agreed to by the PLO last July. 

It was the second time in less than 
4 week that terrorists had infiltrated 
across the Jurdan, Four days 
earlier, two Arabs were caught near- 
by with a large quantity of ex- 
plosives they had tried to smuggte 
in. 

In the lutest incident, the two ter- 
rorists forded the river north of 
Argaman, escaping detection by 
IDF troops in the arca, They 
reached the Jericho-Beit She'an 
road about a kilometre away, set up 
a primitive roadblock and waited 
nearby as the lights of an IDF truck 
were Seen approaching the stones. 

When the truck driver slowed 
down, one of the terrorists threw ἃ 
hand grenade — and missed. The 


driver increased his speed and 
broke through the roadblock as his 
passengers opened fire. 

The noise alerted an IDF patrol 
in the area which sent up flares, 
opened fire and called for reinforce- 
ments. 

Meanwhile, the iwo terrorisls Ned 
back across the river into Jordan. 

The IDF spokesman said that the 
passengers on the truck were not 
hurt and no damage was caused. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine claimed 
responsibility for the am- 
bush, according to a spokesman for 
the terror organization in Beirut. 

The latest attack differed from 
the previous incursions. In the 
earlier two incursions — including 
one in January -- the terrorists (ried 
to enter Israel with explosives and 
were caught. Last summer they laid 
a mine near the river, fatally injur- 
ing a soldier, 

isruel Inst’ week lodged a com- 
plaint with the UN Security Council 
over the Itest invident, Ambas-- 
sador Yehuda Blum said that the 
two terrorists captured admitted to 
being members of the PLO, 


Henry Montor dies — Bonds founder 


Merry Montor, one of the mst 
influential Jewish leaders in’ the: 
US. atthe time of the funding of 
the State of Israel, died of leukemia 
last week at the Hadassah Uni- 
versity Hospital, Jerusalem, 

He was 76 years old, and for the 
past 25 years made his home in 
Rome aad Jerusalem. 

A dynamic and sometimes con- 
troversial figure on the American 
Jewish scene, Montor was a prime 
mover in the establishment of the 
United Jewish Appeal and the chief 
architect and founder of the Israel 
Bond Organization. 

In assessing Montor's coniribu- 
tion to Israel, Prime Minister Ben- 
Gurion said, “If | were asked to 
make up a list of 10 individuals most 
responsible for the creation of the 
State of fsrael, Henry Montor's 
name would be near the top of that 
δι." 

Although he was widely 
respected for his vision and in- 
novative methods, Montor was at 
times considered a thorn in the side 
of the Jewish establishment in the 
U.S. because of the zeal with which 
he sought increased funds for Israel, 
His effectiveness as an advocate of 
the primacy of Israel placed him in 
the role of a leading spokesman for 


, ΘΒ 


Henry 


lontor 


this country when it stood on the 
threshold of independence. 

Born in Nova Scotia on Decem- 
ber 28, (MS, Henry Montes was 
brought to the U.S. at the age of 
two. He grew up in Pitlsburgh und 
Steubenville Ohio, 

In what was regarded as a per- 
sonal tribute to Montor, Ben- 
Gurion decided to make his first 
visit to the U.S. as Prime Minister of 
the new State of Israe) in order to 
initiate the Israel Bond programme 
in May [95]. 


Isracl-Egypt peace treaty, Calling the child a ‘symbol of peace," 


Prime 
two a 


ster Begin gave him a children's pame asa gift and received 
nt Egyptian jugs in return from his father. The prime mintster 
had invited the Hanafi family to visit Isracl. 


(eliahu Haratin 


Ophira, a ghost town, 
closed to civilians 


By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
OPHIRA. — The Egyptians taking over 
Sharm e-Sheikh at the end of the 
month will find a sad ghost town 
where lively Ophira used to be, with 
litter and broken furniture strewn 
outside and inside the abandoned 

apartments. 

Ten Israeli families remained in 
Ophira on Thursday of last week, 
the last day lor civilians to leave the 
area, which will be military lerritory 
until it is handed over lo the Egyp- 
(ins, 


The families, mostly owners of 
businesses in Ophira, had waited to 
sell their equipment to Egyptian of- 
ficials who were due to arrive 
the next morning but never 
showed up. The Israelis had already 
handed over the keys of their apart- 
ments to the local administration 
(Minhal Merhav Shlomo) and were 
left in the empty town without a 
roof over their heads. 

“We're even out of cigarettes,” 
said Baruch Fridge, a fisherman and 
meat-shop owner. Arye Binstock, 
manager of the local Shekem, was 
close to despair, ‘We're permitted 
to stay here only till tonight, and if 


the Egyptians don't arrive we'll real- 
ly be stuck," he said, 

Cooking-gas containers, mattres- 
ses, dying potted plants and light 
bulbs left burning in the stairwells 
were the only other vestiges 
af the $00-family cammunity 
that had lived here until a few days 
ago, Graffiti denouncing the 
evacuation and the government 
covered the walls, 

Beduin were seen filling pick-up 
trucks with abandoned 
refrigerators, bed frames and other 
furniture parts, 


A solemn closing-down ceremony 
for the area’s only hotel, the Marina 
Sharm, was held outside the hotel at 
the Na‘ama Beach with the par- 
ticipation of hotelier Haim Shiff, 
who owned the hotel, and some 80 
friends flown down from Tel Aviv 
for the occasion, : 

Tourism Minister Avraham 
Sharir, his wife, and the ministry's 
director-general, Rafi Farber, were 
also in the group, and Sharir 
promised to “return to Sharm under 
the flag of peace.” 


A handful of bedraggled tourists: 


and residents in bathing suits joined 
the ceremony. 


Cleaning up Sinai a week before withdrawal 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalein Post Reporter 
PRIEL, North Sinai. — Rows of 
one-storey houses with red+tiled 
roofs have disappeared, and trees 
have been uprooted and buried here 
as Israel completes preparations to 
return the area to Egypt on Sunday.- 

“We're going to leuve clean sands 
as far as the eye can see," Ra’anan 
Weitz, coordinator of the dismantl~ 


Ing project, said πῖνε week. “Next, 


week nothing will remain here.” he 
declared during a tour of the area. 
By then homes, warehouses, 
hothouses, pipes, electric potes and 
wires, telephone lines and barbed 
wire are to be returned to [srael. 
This is being done for securily 
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reasons, Weitz told reporters. He 
said his campaign to remove the 
houses intact to Israel was ignored 
and the dismantling project 
proceeded slowly until March 6 
when Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon toured the new border with 
the Egyptian delegation to the joint 
military commission, 

The original plan was to clear a 
five kilometre-wide strip along the 
border, but subsequently it was 
decided to remove all settlements 
except for Neot Sinai near El Arish. 
The Jewish Agency assumed 
responsibility for dismantling the 
three settlements closest to the new 
border and the [DF for eight others. 

The goal is to remove any poten- 


lial base for settlement — or at- 
tacks. Even trees planted to prevent 
winds from destroying crops will be 
uprooted because they could help 
camouflage approaching forces, 
Weitz said. 

Special machines were purchased 


in California to uproot small trees, 


so they could be replanted. This is 
what has been done with some 250 
dunams of Kibbutz Sufa's saplings. 

Weitz believes the Egyptians will 
not try to revive the agricultural set- 
tlements Israel is pulling down. 


Establishing one farm unit in north. 


Sinai will cost as much setting up 
four near the Suez Canal where 
Egypt is developing five cities and 
several villages, he sald, Since Egypt 


required American and World Bank 
louns for the Suez project, investing’ 


large sums in settling people near 
the Isrueli border “is not sensible.” 


Al this settlement — Priel — 
which is right across the future 
boarder, work is nearly completed. A 
row of houses where settlers hid 
members of the anti-withdrawal 
movement (who had cut security 
fences to bypass military roadblocks 
to get here) has been removed. 


The building components. were 
hauled on platform trucks to a lot 
near Kerem Shalom. There, in an 
area called “the cemetery,” 
hundreds of walts lic against long 
rows of sand dunes. 
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Shamir raps 
Labour stand 
on Lebanon 


By BENNY MORRIS 
Post Diplomatic Reporter 

Two senior government ministers 
last week charged the Labour 
Alignment, in guarded but clear 
terms, with fomenting disunity over 
Lebanon and implied that it had 
been a combination of Labour and 
foreign opposition that had stayed 
Israel's hand against the PLO. 

“There is no basis, no 
justification" for the differences in 
policy towards the PLO in Lebanon 
between Labour and the govern- 
ment, said Foreign Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir at the Young Herut con- 
ference in Jerusalem's Diplomat 
Hotel. 

Shamir added that Israel 
sometimes suffers from a “sickness” 
of too much democracy. On foreign 
policy and defence matters, he said, 
in the established democracies 
there is a “rooted tradition” of bi- 
partisan policy in these fields. He 
cited the example of British 
Lubour's current support for the 
Conservative government's dis- 
patch of the battle fleet to the 
Falkland Islands. 


“A nation unwilling ta fight will 
lose both its security and honeur™ 
Shamir said. in at further apparent 
reference 10 upponems af an attick 
on Lebanon, 


Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
churged that ‘'a completely new 
situation has arisen, with no prece- 
dent that | can remember, in which 
the moment the terrorists hurt a 
Jew, ἃ protective wall is thrown up 
(around the PLO) inside and outside 
Israel, 

“An Israeli diplomat is murdered 
in Paris, a sergeant is killed in a 
grenade attack in Gaza, a bomb ex- 
plodes beside a kindergarten in 
Holon — and no one is surprised. 
Suddenty everybody — from 
around the world and inside Israel 
— turns to us and appeals that we 
shouldn't act,” he said. 

This phenomenon is tantamount 
to “an absence of the will to live” or 
“an unrestrained, unreasoning 
desire to hurt the government,” 
charged Sharon. 


“A nation that wishes to live can- 
not act this way,” said Sharon, ap- 
parently referring to the govern- 
ment's decision — revealed list 
week by U.S. Ambassador Sumuel 
Lewis — not to launch an attack on 
the. PLO in Lebanon for the time 
being. “A nation (that wishes to 
live) must defend its sons.” 

“They say,” said the defence 
minister, apparently referring [0 op- 
ponents of an attack both inside and 
outside the cabinet, “that nothing 
that has happened (so far) justifies 
action, that there must be what the 
Americans call “clear 
provocation.” 3 

“But what is clear provocation? 
One amputee? One dead? Five’ 
dead? Ten dead? (The Israeli 
government must act in such 8 way) 


that there must be no doubt in any | 


Israell's mind that the state will de- 
fend its citizens, And the govern- 
Ment will decide, and not on the 


basis of (the views) of those has- ὦ 


beens,"said Sharon. 
A ὐὐ"».........»»...πὐπανσα 


BREAK-IN — Two UNIFIL 
soldiers serving in South Lebanon: 
were arrested in Nahariya early on 
Thursday morning on suspicion 
breaking into an optician’s shop. 
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WASHINGTON. — President 
Ronald Reagan and other senior ad- 
ministration officials last week told 
a small delegation of American 
Jewish leaders that the U.S. intends 
to make a major push to achieve a 
Palestinian autonomy agreement 
following Israel's final withdrawal 
from Sinai on April 25. 

They said they continue to 
believe that Israel will retreat from 
Sinai on schedule, despite last- 
minute snags. 

According to sources present 
during the closed-door meeting at 
the White House, the president also 
promised that the U.S. will stand 
“side by side” with Israel if any 
Arab countries used U.S.-supplied 
weapons against Isracl. 
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Reagan reassures U.S. Jewish leaders 


The 30-minute meeting was 
designed to reassure an anxious 
Jewish community that the Reagan 
administration remains strongly 
committed to Israel's security and 
well-being. 

Shortly afler the meeting, 
Howard Squadron, chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, 
sharply protested the fact that he 
was not asked Lo join the delegation. 

Ina telephone interview with The 
Jerusalem Post, Squadron said it 
was “outrageous and “unaccep- 
table” that these “sclf-appointed 
Jews" should go to the White House 
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without the involvement of the 
Presidents’ Conference, an umbrel- 
la group which represents more 
than 30 national Jewish organiza- 
tions, ; 

Underscoring thé effort to reas- 
sure the Jewish community, the 
president was joined by Vice- 
President George Bush, National 
Security Adviser William Clark, 
White House public liaison 
Elizabeth Dole and his three major 
domestic advisers, Ed Meese, James 
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development as a novelist, 
Philosopher and social critic The 
Tongue Set Free presents the 
compelling story of the author's 
Barly life, the events. personelitias 
and intellectual forces which 
shaped his growth. The primary 
themes concern the effect of 8 
multilingual hame, tha 
psychological impact of a 
patriarchal Jewish family, and the 
circumstances surrounding the 
outbreak of World War | and ite 
aftermath. 

Translated fram the German by 
Joachim Neugroschel. 


US $12.95 


Add 86.76 for air mall CITY sasssntrerssneesiennnnnntsannn STATE, 
postage outside 
North America COUNTAY.......... ΡΟΝ srseeneonep El Pessnersteteeas 


A New And Independent Fast-Moving Look At Israel 


IS ΟΝ YOUR TELEVISION SCREEN ON OVER 500 CA) 
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES EACH WEEK 
Hello Jerusalem is carried by SPN (Satellite Programme Network) 
every Saturday and National Jewish Television every Sunday. 

CONSULT YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS OR CALL YOUR LOC 


~ and be ensured of a look at Israel the networks don't have time to give you. 


Baker and Michael Deaver. 

The meeting came just before the 
State Department formally an- 
nounced that Reagan was dis- 
patching Deputy Secretary of State 
Walter Stoessel to Israel and Egypt 
this week to try to resolve the final 
differences emerging between the 
two countries in advance of the 
Sinai pullback. Stoessel, after a 
Stopover in London, tast week met 
with Prime Minister Begin and 
afterwards flew to Cairo. 

The U.S, is working energetically 
to try to ensure a smooth 
withdrawal and, af the same time, 
prevent any collapse of the cease- 


fire along the Isracli-Lebanesc 
border. 

At the White House, the Jewish 
leaders were told by the National 
Security Cauncil’s Middle East ex- 
pert Geoffrey Kemp that the ad- 
ministration, after the Israeli 
withdrawal from Sinai, was still 
determined to achieve the second 
part of the Camp David agreement 
— namely, an autonomy arrange- 
ment on the West Bunk and Gaza. 


The White House meeting was ar- 
ranged largely by Albert Spiegel, 
who served as chairman of the 
Jewish coalition for Reagan-Bush. 
On an informal basis, he is expected 
to emerge as the key Jewish liaison 
to the White House now that Jacob 
Stein has left the administration. 
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accommodations. 


8. You'll love our homastyle 
braaktasts. 


9. Each room has color 1.ν,, 
air-conditioning and 
Glrect dial lelaphone. 


10, You can do your own 
cooking, because each 
studto and sults fas its 
own kitchenatte. 


1206 - 48th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 
(212) 871-8100 


‘or: unlimited 
mileage 


5231}} week 
3420/2 week 
3567/3 week 
$670/1 month 
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Peres ‘personally’ favours early elections 


TEI. AVIV, — Labour Party Chair- 
man Shimon Peres told an Israel 
television interviewer list week that 
he favoured early elections. This is 
the first time he us made such a 
statement, 


The Likud, which has been urging - 


elections this November, to coin- 
cide with municipal poils, has been 
stymied in attempts to secure a 
Knesset majority for a law dissolv- 
ing the Knesset and rescheduling 
elections, 

The Likud’s religious coaliton 


partners are wary of elections now, 
and Labour, the main opposition 
party, has also shied away {rom ear- 
ly elections, since the consensus of 
political observers is that the Likud 
stands a good chance of increasing 
its strength, while Labour is likely to 
lose ground. 

Peres has up to now maintained: 
that given ihe make-up of the pre- 
sent Knesset, he could form an 
alternative coalition should the 
government fall. : 

Political observers were sutprised 


by Peres stating that he thinks elec- 
tions in the fall are desirable. But 
Labour Party insiders were quick 
‘to note that this is, ngt purty policy 
and that the Peres statement does 
not yet mean that Labour would 
support early elections legislation if 
the Likud initiates it. They pointed 
out that Peres wasrcareful to state 
throughout the intetview that this 
was only his personal feeling. 
Deputy Premier Simha Ehrlich 
also mentioned the November elec- 
tion date last week in an interview. 


FOR TUE BENEFIT OF {SRAUS 'S SOLDIERS 


SOCTATION POR ¥ 


OF SOLDIERS IN ISRAKL, 


SHIRUTROM-RADIOTHO 
May 2nd, 1982 


NEW YORK 


CHICAGO 


This is an Israeli Suldier. To keep Israel secure, he has co be the best. 
To be the best he needs your support. Support the Association for 
Welfare of Soldiers in Isract. Help build and maintain for him rest and 
recreation centers, cducational programs, and off-hour clubs. And give 
him che feeling that all Jews everywhere are with him, - 

Help him be the best by supporting this yenr's Shirutrom-Radiothon, 
celebrating Israel's Independence Day. 


EE RESET TASS LEI IELTS 


SUNDAY, MAY 2nd 1982 
NEW YORK: WEVD 97.7 FAL, 2 PM. τ BAM: 
CHICAGOs WEEF 1430 AM.2 LM — BPM, | 


Call in your pledge on May 2nd. 


SHIRUTROM-RADIOTHON: 
music... interviews . . . celebrities ., . latest news from Israel. .. 
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Geva to head 


Tat-Aluf Meir Geva 


Aluf-Mishne Meir Geva has been 
promoted to the rank of tat-alufund 
appointed head of the military 
police, the IDF spokesman an- 
nounced on Friday. 

He replaces Tat-Aluf Hain 
Granit who has been seconded to 
the Soldiers Welfare Society. 

Geva, who was born in Iraq in 
1932, immigrated to Israel in 1950 
and received his education in Youth 
Aliya schools, He was inducted into 
the army on the eve of the Sinai 
campaign in 1956 and began his ser- 
vice in the military police. 

Geva's previous appointment was 
as assistant head of the military 
police. He is a graduate of the Staff 
College and studied geography at 
Tel Aviv University, He is married 
and has three sons. 


SOCCER 


Below ure the resulis of Inst 
Saturday's National League soccer 
games, followed by the leugue’s 
current slandings: 

Shuushon 2, Buei Yehuda αὐ 

κριοὶ Petsh Tikes {0 dlap Tel Aviv I 
Maccabi Nelanya 5, Hap. Kfar Sava 2 
Mac. Jaffa |, Mac. Haifa | 

Betar Jerusalem Ὁ, Hap. Jerusalem Ὁ 
Hap. Beersheba |, Bet. Tel Aviv 2 
Mac. Te! Aviv 1, Hap. Rishon Lezion 0 
Hup. Yehud I, Mac. Petsh Tikva 0 


Standings 

WDL Gonls Pts 
1. Mac. Netanya 155 6 54:24 35 
2. Kfar Sava 1447 5 41:27 35 
3. Βπεὶ Yehuda 119 ὁ 27:23 31 
4, Hap. Tel Aviv 9116 30:21 29 
5. Beersheba 1}, $ 10 37:37 27 
6. Yehud , GIS 5 1620 27 
7. Bet. J'lem 8108 32:31 26 
8. Mac, Petah Tikva 1 ὃ 10§ 31:30 26 
9. Halfa S108 24:25 26 
10. Mac. Tel Aviv 989 25:30 26 
11. Hap. lem 1118 19:20 25 
12, Jaffe 7109 28:33 24 
13. Shimshon 7109 24:31 24 
14. Rishon Lezion TRU M27 22 
15, Bet. Tel Aviv 5129 21:29 22 
16. Hap. P. T. 2737 10:35 11 


Corfu raps colleagues 
on Sinai statements 


By LEA LEVAVI 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Statements by ministers Yitzhak 
Shamir, Ariel Sharon and David 
Levy that the withdrawal from Sinai 
should be put off for at least a 
month were called radical and over- 
ly dramatic by their fellow Herut 
member, Transport Minister Haim 
Corfu, during an Israe! Radio inter- 
view just week. 

Each of them probably thought 
that he was going to be the only one 
commenting on the issue, and when 
there turned out to be three state- 
ments, the cumulative effect was ex- 
aggerated,” Corfu said. 

“The prime minister's absence 
from the Young Herut convention 
probably also spurred each of the 
participating ministers to muke 
strong slatements," Corfu said. 

“The audience itself, Young 
Herut, was also a factor," Corfu 
said." “If it had been the Herut 
women's movement, the speeches 
would have been different, It's 
natural to tell each particular 
audience what it wants to hear,” he 
said. 

Corfu suid Isruel should express 
its dissatisfaction over Egyptian 
breaches of the peace treaty. 
because otherwise the situation will 
only get worse and there will be 
questions about which breaches 


should be commented on and which 
allowed to pass. The transpor! 
minister said the current problems 
will be solved by negotiations and 
that dramatizing them defeats the 
purpose. 

The option of annexing the ter- 
ritories should not be abandoned, 


but none of the steps being taken 


now is designed to lead to that 
result, Corfu said. The purpose isto 
undercut the radical element and to 
support the moderates so thal 
autonomy will be workable." 

He added that specific actions on 
the Golan Heights and in Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza may be open to 
question, but the general policy is 
sound. 

“The noise doesn't always mean 
the population finds the situation 
unbearable. [t's sometimes merely a 
function of media presence. Many 
evenis go by unnoticed because 
there's no echo in the media,” he 
suid. 

Cessation of El Al flights on the 
Sabbath is not a coalition bribe to 
Agudat Yisrael, he said, but a 
nativnal rather than religious issue. 
A company flying [sruel's flag 
should observe the Sabbuth. He said 
he does nut know how much Εἰ Al 
would lose, but he hopes other 
egonuny measures would offset the 
losses. 


Wage-erosion payment 
must continue—Meshel 


Post Econumic Reporter 
Histadrut Secretary-General 
Yeroham Meshel lust week warned 
that if the employers refuse to enn- 
tinue the 5 per cent allowance com- 
pensating workers for the erosion in 
their wages there could be labour 
unrest during the present negotin- 
tions for new Jong-term wage agree- 
ments, ᾿ 
Meshel pointed out that the 
Histadrut had agreed to the 16.6 per 
cent cost-of-living allowance last 
week only to provide the neces. 
sary quiet for the negotiations. But, 
Meshel siressed, the 5 per cent 
“erosion allowance” was an integral 
part of the C-o-L agreement. 
Meshel met with Finance 


Miuster Yorum Aridor in at 
allempt to obiin the minster 
help on this issue. Aridor refused. 
however, saying that the govern 
ment could not intervene in the 
negotiutions «boul the “erosion al 
lowance™ but would join every 
Agreement reached between the 
parties involved, 


There was some accord between 
the minister and secretury-generl 
concerning the long-term wage 
agreements, although πο figures 
were discussed. Both purties agrec® 
that real wages in the economy 
should remain stable and that only 
productivity-linked wage increases 
could be acceptable. 


Israel down France 3-2 


By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 

RAMAT HASHORON. — Isrucl 
Saturday night edged France 3-2 in 
the friendly imernutional contest. 
between their Davis Cup teams at. 

the Tennis Centre here. 
Shlomo Glickstein and Shahar 
Perkis clinched the victory when 


they beat the French pairing: of - 


Yannick Noah and Gilles Moretton 
8-6 in a scintillating “pro-set” dou- 
bles before a cheering crowd. Ap- 
propriately, it was Perkis who hit 
the winning overhead sinash, to seal 
a memorable day that had: started 
with a career-best: 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 


singles win against Frénch ‘No. 2 . 


Pascal Portes. Nearly 4,000 fans 
watched Saturday's play, but there 
were less than half that number on 


Friday. ᾿ 
Nineteen-year-old soldier Perkis, 


1.92 cms, tall, stole the limelight. 


from focal champion Shlomo 
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Glickstein, 24, during the words} 
encounter, In spite nae 
severe shortage of internation” 
competition because of military ser 
vice, the Haifa lad extended 
world's No. 12 player Noah to δ᾽: 
3-6, 6-3 in the opener of the Dav 
Cup-style encounter. , 
Glickstein had a less hep 
weekend. The poverty of his serv 
was shown up all the more becanst 
of Perkis’ success in this ure 
ment, During the contest ! 
youngster put over a dozen 
and his service power thro 
enabled him to follow up with some 
reat volleying. . 
The Israelj. champion made tard 
work of beating Portes 2-6, opiate 
really putting his game tog ike 
only after the workman ‘4 
Frenchman had pulled up from. his 
to 4-5 and threatened to pull οἵ 
ascond surprise victory over Glic 
tein within a fortnight. 


Published weekly: April 18-24, 1982 


THE REGION 


‘Arab strength is now declining’ 


By WOLF BLITZER 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — The Pen- 
tagon’s top Middle East specialist 
surprised the Senate Foreign Rela- 


tions Committee last week 


when he testified that the Arab 
states' combined ‘quantitative’ 
strength against Israel was decreas- 
ing. 


Israeli officials have argued just 
the opposite, given the Arabs’ re- 
cent massive arms purchases from 
the West and East, Francis West, 
assistant secretary of defence for 
International Security Assistance, 
said that Israel's longstanding 
“qualitative advantage over ihe 
Arabs would remain in effect. 


West disclosed that an in- 
teragency, intelligence assessment 
on the overall Arab-Israeli arms 
balance was currently being com- 
pleted by the administration. 
Without speculating about its out- 
come, he said that Israel's con- 


tinued military superiority seemed 
ensured.. 


West's testimony suggested that 
Israel.has no serious concern about 
pending U.S. arms sales to Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia and other “moderate” 
Arab states, Israeli officials and pro- 
Israel observers here immediately 
disputed his remarks, 


The Pentagon official 
acknowledged that Israel had faced 
an overall “quantitative” arms dis- 
advantage of about six to one. But 
he insisted that the ratio recently 
had improved to about five to one. 
He refused to release the specific 
figures to defend the case, but told 
the members that he would make 
them availuble on u classified basis. 


Insisting that Israel was better off 
today than in recent years, West 
said that because of the higher cost 
of weaponry, the Arabs ure forced 
to purchase smaller quantities. 
[stael, on the other hand, was well 
stocked, he said. 


He added that Israel no longer 
had to worry about a two-front war 
because of the peace treaty with 
Egypt. 

The Arabs, he noted, have had 
trouble maintaining sophisticated 
military equipment, meaning that 
not everything they have is always 
fully operational. 

Finally, West said, the nature of 
modern warfare has benefited Israel 
since the new ap tes weaponry 
— “which has 8 higher probability 
of kill per system" — suits Israel's 
style much betler than that of the 
Arabs, “This is an area where [sraet 
really excels," he said. 

In his opening statement, West 
said: “Our military assistance - to 
Israel exceeds that of any other na- 
tion and continues to rise. At $1.7 
billion, the fiscal year 1983 request 
is 21 per cent above fiscal year 1982 
and accounts for 44 per cent of U.S. 
military grants worldwide and 25 
per cent of U.S. military credits 
worldwide." 


Iraq offers to pull troops 


out of Iran ‘immediately’ 


By DAVID BERNSTEIN 
Post Mideast Affairs Reporter 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
has given further indication that he 
is anxious to end the 18-month-old 
Gulf War following his humiliating 
defeat in Khuzestan last month, an- 
nouncing that he is ready to 
withdraw his troops from Iran “im- 
mediately" provided he receive 
guarantees that this will bring the 
war to a close, 

Hussein's announcement, made 
in a speech on Sunday, was carried 
yesterday on the official Jraqi news 
agency. 

“The [ταὶ army will withdraw 
immediately if the Iranians an- 
founce an end to hostilities and 
respect Iraq's rights to its territories 
and waters," he is quoted as saying. 

Iran, however, has been holding 
oul for an unconditional lragi 
withdrawal before it is prepared to 
tenaunce hostilities, and last 
month's victory in Khuzestan is un- 
likely to make it any more amenable 


Saddam Hussein 


to accepting Saddah Hussein's con- 
dition concerning Iraqi territorial 
and water rights in the strategic 
Shatt al-Arab waterway. 

The war has severely embarras- 
sed Saddam Hussein militarily, and 
is wreaking havoc with his country’s 
economy. The situation was exacer- 
bated last week when Syria closed 
its borders to ail Iraqi transits — in- 
cluding oil. This has closed the tap 
on Iraq's main access to its oil 
markets, 


Death for Sadat’s Assassins 


CAIRO (AP). — Five militant 
Moslems convicted in the assassina- 
tion of President Anwar Sadat were 
executed at dawn on Wednesday of 
last week, two by firing squad and 
poi by hanging, milltary officials 
said, 


The government-controlled 
Egyptian news media, apparently 
Sensitive to public reaction, made a 
single brief mention of the execu- 
cai eight hours after they occur- 
red, 

Facing a firing squad calmly was 
army lieutenant Khaled Ahmed 
Shawki Islambouly, who ted the 
charge that killed Sadat and seven 
other Egyptians and foreign 
diplomats st a military parade last 
October 6. : 


Islambouly and army reserve 


-Aergeant Hussein Abbas Moham- 


med were taken at 5.30 a.m. by ar- 
moured convoy from their prison at 
Red Mountain army camp to a 
nearby firing range on the northeast 
outskirts of Cairo. : 

“TI profess that there Is but one 
God, and Mohammed is his 
prophet,” said Islambouly before a 
black blindfold was placed over his 
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syes. His last wish was to say his 
prayers. 

Mohammed had no fast request 
before be faced the 10-man firing 
squad 15 minutes later, witnesses 
said. 

Abdel-Hamid Abdel-Aal and 
Atta Tayel, civilians convicted of 
joining in the attack wearing bor- 
rowed uniforms, and Abdel-Salam 
Farrag Atteya all were calm before 
they were hanged in the appeals 
prison in central Cairo, 

Abdel-Aal, who stepped up to the 
gatlows at 5.30 a.m., said his last 
wish was that his debts be paid. 

Tayel, hanged a half hour later, 
said.his last request was to pray. At- 
teya, reputed leader of the Moslem 
extremiat group AJ-Jihad (holy war), 
asked to. write letters to his family. 
The, letter to his wife told her to 
remarry. .ς 4 oe: 

_Atteya, hanged at 6.30 a.m., was 
accused of supplying weapons to 
the assassins and helping plan the 
attack. ὶ : 

President Hosni Mubarak, who 
was next to Sadat in the reviewing 
stand, cleared the way for the ex- 
ecutions by rejecting an appeal for 
mercy. 


U.S. close-mouthed 
on sale of fighter 
aircraft to Jordan 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 


WASHINGTON, — State Depart- 
ment Spokesman Deun Fischer 
last week refused to discuss current 
consideration within the administra- 
tion of a possible sole of F-SG 
fighters to Jordan. He said that no 
formal request from Jordun had yet 
been made. 

But he added thut the US. hus a 
long-standing military supply 
relationship with Jordan and also 
reaffirmed the strong U.S. commit- 
ment to Israel's security. 

Fischer had no comment about a 
report in Thursday's Washington 
Post that the administration had 
decided to go ahead with the sale of 
six to 12L-100 transport planes to 
Iraq. The L-100 is a commercial 
version of the military C-130. 

Republican Chairman Charles 
Percy of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee last week sug- 
gested that the pending fiscal year 
1983 foreign aid bill will have to be 
reduced in order to meet overall 
budget guidelines. 

He complained that more than 52 
per cent of the world-wide $8.7 bil- 
lion programme was slated for only 
two countries — Israel and Egypt. 

But Under-Secretary of State for 
International Security Assistance 
James Buckley defended that high 
proportion for Israel and Egypt, ex- 
plaining that the Middle East has 
always been a critical region where 
hostilities have broken out in the 
past, He expressed fear that a new 
round of fighting there could have a 
“chain reaction," dragging in other 
outside parties, 


Fatah official slain 


A Fatah official and his wife were 
killed last Thursday in an explosion 
in a West Belrut hotel, the Lebanese 
atate-controlled television said Last 
week, It named him as Eliay al- 
Atesh, κα i 

Security sources said carlier that 
Atesh and his wife.were killed by a 
bomb blast which also wounded an 


.unspecified number of people. 


The Palestinian news agency 


WAPA said Isracli commandos |. 


blew up three: farmhouses at dawn 
in Bara’ashit, a southern village in 
an area manned by UN forces.. 


The agency said the Israelis fled 


back across the. border, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
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EXCHANGE 


ΝΗ 
4-BEDROOM FURNISHED HOUSE, 
kosher kitchen, eubucban Jerusalem, far 
similar in Los Angeles, Seattle, or Portland, 
Oregon, one year, from September 1982, Dr. 
Eliezer Kaufman, P.O.B, 18018, 90180 
Jerusalem, Tel, 02-538817, 


GREAT NECK, N.Y. 10 room house, garden, 
covered 2-car parking, near Jewish school, 
synagogues, for similar in Jerusalem. Details: 
Telex 26144 BXJMIL FICI 7410; Tel. 02- 
232812, 02-638010, of write P.O.B. 
Jerusalem. 


1343, 


EXCHANGE — 4-room Mat in Patt District. 
Jerusalem offered in return for 1 or 2 rooms in 
New York City, for 3-12 monthe, Tel. (212) 


377-S234, N.Y.; O3-B45647, Israel, 
{ΠῚ ΠῚ ΠῚ 


DWELLINGS 
{1} ΠῚ] 1711} 
a JERUSALEM ἘΠῚ 
FOR RENT: 4. bedrooms, beautifully 


furnished, kosher. near Rehavia. One year. 
storling August. USA (617) 734-4539, Νὰ 
Shabbos calls, 


2-BEDROOM, fully furnished, all U.S. ap- 
Pliances, central heating. for une/two years. 
Dr, Bar-Yishay, 7/96 Bar-Kachba, French 
Hill. Tel. 02-813293. 


JERUSALEM, EAST TALPIOT, New, 3 
bedroom. Rental. Magnificent view. Garden. 
USA (914) 632-8322. 


WANTED, APARTMENT, August, responsi- 
ble adults, USA (212) 338-5377. 


TEL AVIV 
” 


fereerrerreeres 
HOLIDAY APARTMENTS for summer, We 
have the largest range in Tel Aviv and sur- 
rounding area. Anglo-Sawn Real Estatc, Box 
3026 Tel Aviv, Tel. 03-2868), Telex 341118 
BXTV IL. 


2% ROOM APARTMENT. neor Kikar 
Dizengoff, in Tel Aviv for sale. Telephone, ait 
conditioner, and built-in closela included. 
New York (212) 427-4140. 
ete eee DT eae 

NETANYA 
“εσοσσοοσσοσεσουσοοφοσοσσοσασσοσύσο 
LARGE CONDOMINIUM. FURNISHED. 
on the beach, Nelunya, Israel tor rent. Cull 
evenings USA (215) b64-7825, 


AMERICAN LADY, 
attractive, youthful, educated, fifties, 
Comfortable meuns, traditional but 
not orthodox, “Joie de vivre.” 


SEEXS GENTLEMAN 


of similar background for sorious 
relationship. Retirement in Israel 
possible. Roply P.O.B.. MG, 
Jerusalem Post, 120 Rast 56 St. New 
York, NY 10022. 


After 19 yoars of service, our present Minister, Rabbi T Refalowiez 
has Indicated that he wishes to retire to make Aliyah ‘Therefie the 
Congregation invites applications from Orthodox Hubbis for the 


CHIEF MINISTER 


The appointee will be raquired to provide spiritual leadurstup tu the 
Congregation, to preach, tu reat the Tora and to assist m Synapepue 
Services; ta head the Congregational Hebrew (Sunday) School and to 
be responsible for the supervision of Kashcut and. other religious 
needs, and, as required, co represent the Congregation in the wider 
community. He will be required to make contact with people of all 
ages but an ability to communicate with younger peoply will bo 


Position of 


essential. 


The salary and conditions sre negotiable but will be fully 
commensurate with the responsibilities and duties of the position, 
which will be vacant as from August 15, 1982. The successful 
appilcant will be required to take up his duties as soon as possible 
afte: 


r that date. 


The Adelaide Community has a Mikvab, Kindergarten and Primary 
School. The Congregation consists of about 300 families. 


Applications, together with a curriculum vitae, copies of qualifications and the 
names of two referees should he forwarded lo: 


The President, 

Adalaide Hebrew Congregation, 
P.O. Box 268, 

GoopWwoOoD, 

South Australia, 5034. 


All applications and anquirles wilJ be treated in strictest confidence. 


CHAIM WEIZMANN 


hia life and times seen through the columns of The Palestine 
Weekly, The Palestine Bulletin, The Palestine Post and The 
Jerusalem Post is only one of the subjects avallabla on 
Microfilm or Microfiche for students, scholars, librarians, 


and educators. 


Taday, the researcher Interested In Palestine, ferael, the 
Jewish People, the Middle East and associated subjects can 
avald time-wasting research In large libraries. Take advan- 
tage of The Jerusalem Post Information service based on our 
extensive archives indexed from 1920 onwards. 


The Microttim and ‘Microfiche are ‘prepared jor The 
Jerusalem Post by The International Documentation Com- . 
pany and are of the highest technical quality. 


For detalled Information write or call The, Jerusalem Post 
Archives, POB 81,.Jerusalem οἵ contact Inter Documenta- 
tion Company AQ, Poststrasse 14, 6300, Zug, Switzerland. 


Copyright of all material reserved. The Jerusalem Post and 
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HOME NEWS 


Jurist damns Golan policy as ‘barbaric’ 


By DAVID RICHARDSON 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


“This is not (sraeli law or ad- 
ministration — this is the law of bar- 
barians,’* was the harsh 
characterization of the Israel 
Defence Forces’ treatment of the 
Golan Druse over the past nine 
weeks by the retired deputy presi- 
dent of Israel's Supreme Court, 
Justice Haim Cohn. 

AL a press conference held lust 
week by the Assuciation for Civil 
Rights in Israel (ACR1), Cohn, who 
is the association's chairman, con- 
demned the IDF's behaviour in the 
Golan as tantamount to "ἃ frustra- 
tion of the Knesset’s will in ex- 
tending Israeli law to the Golan.” 
The Druse population appeared to 
enjoy none of the advantages or 
benefits of Israeli law and justice, he 
said, “I would have expected the ex- 
tension of Israeli Jaw to usher in a 
‘new era’ of legality and of high 
standards of behaviour,” he 
declared, 

The association called the press 
conference at Beit Agron in 
Jerusalem following a recent tour of 
the Golan Heights by five of its 
members, including (wo lawyers. 
Their findings were presented in a 
two-page report that details allega- 
tions of beatings, brutality, and col- 
lective punishment, which it says are 
“clearly illegal,” and it describes 
the general situation in the Golan as 
“totally unacceptable and without 
justification.” 

Members of the party reported 
witnessing an incident in which a 
woman from one of the Golan vil- 
{ages who had injured her eye in a 
household accident was not permit- 
ted to leave the Golan to receive 
medical treatment at the goverr- 
ment hospita! in Safad, in spite of 

her having a referral letter from her 
local sick-fund clinic, because she 
did not have an Israeli identity card, 

Lawyers in the party told the 
policeman at the roadblock’ that it 
was illegal to deny the woman her 
freedom of movement. But he con- 


sulted with his superiors by radio 
and repeated to the party that these 
were the instructions. he had to en- 
force, 

The ACRI group detailed other 
allegations: 


® A three-year-old boy who went 
out onto a balcony during a curfew 
was shouted wt by soldiers, and in 
fright fell from the balcony, break- 
ing his two front teeth and gashing 
his chin. His father asked for per- 
mission lo take the child to hospital, 
but was told that he would only be 
allowed to leave the area if he had 
an Israeli identity card, He chose to 
treat the child at home and ex- 
tracted the teeth himeelf. 


4 Soldiers appeared at the home 
of another family, took their 
original military identity cards and 
gavs them [sraeli civilian cards. The 
family refused to accept them, and 
the saldiers threw the new cards on 
the floor. When a three-year-old 
child picked up one of the cards and 
threw it out of the house, one of the 
the soldiers began to beat him with 
a club. When the child's mother at- 
tacked the soldier, another soldier 
approached her and shot her in the 
foot, When her brather tried to ap- 
proach her, another soldier pressed 
his rifle to his forehead and fired a 
shot that creased the man's head. 
The woman was (reated at Rambam 
Hospital in Haifa, 
4 Members of the delégation said 
they saw a school in the village of 
Ein Kinya that had been vandalized 
by troops who had used it as head- 
quarters during the period the IDF 
had closed off the Golan. Furniture 
had been broken, windows smashed 
and Israeli and arniy flags which 
had been used for decorations on 
“Israeli festivals," had been scat- 
tered and trampled on the floor. 
Cohn said that every resident of 
Israel has to carry an identity card 
under the Population Registry Law, 
But the same law stipulates that 
people refusing ta carry one are to 
be brought to trial and, if convicted, 
can be fined or jailed for a short 


Haim Cohn 


period, “It is not written and not 
hinted and no one dreamed of the 
possibility,"’ Cohn said, that 
someone refusing to take out an 
identity card would be dragged 
from his bed at 3 o'clock in the 
morning, beaten, prevented from 
working and denied medical care. 
This law does not recognize this nor 
do the Defence Emergency 
Regulations," he said. “This is not 
Isracli law and bears no 
resemblance to Israeli law.” 

The ACRI spokesman also said 

that the continuing cut in telephone 
and postal links with the Golan was 
being enforced despite the opposi- 
tion of the Communications 
Ministry, 
The diecinegongtal of the Com- 
munications Ministry, Gideon Lev, 
said last night that the ministry had 
not cut any communications and it 
was checking complaints that 
telephones had been cut: He con- 
firmed that the IDF had cut 
telephones in the Golan for a short 
period several weeks ago. 

ACRI charged that because of 
the cut in telephone links, the Druse 
had been denied access to medical 
or legat aid and several had been 
sentenced lo prison in summary 
trials where they had not been 
represented by counsel in spite of 
specific requests that a lawyer be 
summoned. 


Begin’s aides 
deride charges 
by Haim Cohn 


By SARAH HONIG 

Post Political Reporter 
TEL AVIV, — Justice. Haim Cohn 
would do well to see if the countries 
neighbouring Israe] “have human 
rights, not to speak of human-rights 
associations.” sources close to the 
Prime Minister's Office told The 
Jerusalem Post lust week. 

“It is true," the sources said, 
“that we are on it higher and dif- 
ferent social plaine than Syria and 
Jordan, bul we have to realize that 
we ure Urying ta survive in a jungle 
full of carnivores and are not 
philosophizing in Dr. Cohn's cozy 
yeshiva.” 

The sources went on (Ὁ say that 
Cohn “is a man with original ideas 
und should be regarded us 
belonging to a category of people 
that ingludes Professor Yeshayuhu 
Leibowitz. They behave as if they 
were living on another planet. For 
all their progressive rhetoric, they 
use verbal violence that takes us 
quite a way buck to the darker 
periods of Jewish history." 


Interior Minister Yosef Burg. 
whu is officially in charge of law and 
order in the Golun, suid that “this is 
a (ree country and Cahn is entitled 
to phrase things as he wishes, but 1 
know my peuple and they are civil 
servants. with.zhe accent on civil. 
No violence wis used ty foree pev- 
ple te uccept identity cards.” 

He said that Golan Druse “who 
were unuble lo get to where they 
wanled to go for luck of proper 
identity documents have only them- 
selves to blume,"” Ne 


Shinui Knesset member Mor- 
dechai Virshubsky said that Cohn's 
charges must be curefully studied. 


Inflation rate 
now at 109% 


Post Economie Reporter 

The Consumer Price Index rose 
fast month by 5.1 per cent to stand 
al 352.8 points compared to a 
baseline of 100-for 1980. Figures 
released last week by the Centraf 
Bureau of Statistics show that an 
average urban family needs 1$13,. 
000 a month to maintain its sandard 
of living compared with [53.680 in 
1980. 

The CPI rose by 20.3 per cent in 
the first three months of the year, 
compared with a 18.6 per cent in. 
crease during the first three months 
of 1981. This is equivalent to an an- 
nual inflation rate of 109 per cent. 

The March CPI was pushed up 
primarily by jumps in the price of 
food (7 per cent), and postal and 
phone rates and transportation (6.4 
per cent). 

Other price rises were home 
maintenance, 5.4 per cent; fruits 
and vegetables, 4.1 per cent; fur- 
nishings, 4.7 per cent; health care, 
4.2 per cent; education and enter- 
tainment, 5.2 per cent; clothing and 
footwear, 2.6 per cent: housing, 4 
per cent; and miscellaneous, 6.3 per 
cent. 

The wholesale price index went 
up by 7.3 per cent in March, show- 
ing a 23.3 per cent rise for the first 
three months of the year. 

The price index of inputs for 
residential building climbed by 2.6 
per cent in Murch (23.3 per cenl in 
the first three nionths of 1982), and 
the agricultural inputs price index 
rose by 5.3 per cent (26.3 per cent 
for the first yuuarter of the year). 


16.6% hike in C-o-L 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Wage packets for 
April will increase fotlowing last 
week's agreement to raise the costo 
living allowance by 16.6 per cent. 
Bul the net increase may be smaller 
than that, because payment of 
another allowance, compensating 
for an erosion in wages, has been 
stopped. 


The influx of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars in Diaspora con- 
tributions for Project Renewal den- 
tal clinics and the scent of political 
machinations have stirred up a bat- 
te over who will control these 
clinics now and who will inherit 
them once the project leaves the 
scene, 

The lines in this struggle are 
drawn roughly between the Jewish 
Agency's Project Renewal office, 
which has established most of the 
clinics with Diaspora funds and 
wants [0 turn over the management 
of the clinics to the Histadrut's 
Kupat Holim, and the Health 
Ministry, which demands a voice in 
the matter und has enlisted the 
backing of the government's Project 
Renewal office. 

Caught in the middle — either as 
allies, pawns‘or possible victims of 
the burcaucratic titans — are the 
local politicians and Project 
Renewal committees, the volunteer 
dentists from abroad, the represen- 
tatives of Diaspora communities 
twinned with local renewal areas 
and; of course, the residents whose 
needs are supposed to be served by 
clinics. 

Project Renewal is a comprehen- 
sive programme Jaunched in 1977 
for the social and physical 
rehabilitation of 160 depressed 
neighbourhoods and towns in Israel. 

The vast majority of the approx- 
imately 400,000 residents in the 
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Politics and dollars cause 
quarrel over dental care 


areas designated for renewal have 
never had adequate dental care. 
Indeed many of them don't even 
own a toothbrush or have the 
Vaguest notion of how eating habits 
affect tooth decay. 

The dental clinics run by a few 
local authorities for welfare cases, 
the limited dental hygiene program- 
mes in the schools, and even the ef- 
forts of Kupat Holim to expand its 
dental care network to outlying 
areas, have not made a significant 
contribulion to the problem, which 
is largely educational. Most of the 
residents of disadvantaged areas 
would have remhined without 
proper dental treatment and would 
aye’ remained in the dark about 
how (o care for theif’ teeth if Project 
Renewal had not arrived on the 
scene,’ - “- ". : 

Déntal clinics have been one of 
tho: mosl popular programmes in 
Project. Renewal, and about 10 are 
Nowopen in the 69 neighbourhoods 
where: the: project: is operating. 
Several dozen more are on the 
drawing boards, and many more will 
likely'be added as the project en- 
compasses ‘more areas. A fully- 


NEWSBEAT / 
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equipped three-chair clinic costs 
between $50,000 and $100,000 
depending on whether it is housed 
in a renovated or new building, 
The Jewish Agency was given in- 
itial responsibility for opening and 
running the clinics because it was a 
convenient project to be funded by 
Diaspora money, which, as far as 
American Jewish communities are 
concerned, is not supposed to go 
directly to government bodies, (If it 
did, the contributions would not be 
tax-exempt.) In any case, the Health 
Ministry did not want to operate the 
clinics, only to supervise them and 
to have a say in who runs them. 
Even before the first clinic 
opened last summer, the problem of 
managing them began to bother the 
agency renewal office and its head 


Yehicl Admoni. “We can hire peo- 


ple through local agency renewal 
offices to run youth programmes or 
teach adult literacy courses," Ad- 
moni said, “but what do we know 


about dentistry? 
_ “What do we know about order- 
ing supplies or maintaining the ex- 
pensive equipment in: the clinics. 
Who, for instance, is going to watch 
the gold?" he asked. Answering his 
own question, Admoni ‘went on: 
“We needed a non-governmental 
Organization with extensive. ex- 
perience in running dental .clinics 
and which could provide the staff 
for them, especially in outlying 
areas where it is hard to attract 
qualified manpower. Only ‘Kupat 
Holim could do the ‘job: as we 
wanted it done." = τ τ" 
An overall agreement:-between 
Admoni and Kupat Holini chairman 
Prof. Haim Doron, outlining: the 
terms under which the health plan 
would manage the renewal: clinics, 
was signed last August.:Admoni und 


his staff begai to .push: through - 
specific agreements: on, the:-local - 


level whereby Kupat. Holim:«wauld 
manage the clinics for the flve-yoar 
period in which Project:Renewal is 
supposed to operate. 1} a: ible: - 


‘But then the resistancemounted: 
“Unwarranted interfdrencésin 
community management ofthe pro- 
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ject.” complained local renewal 
workers. 

“Unfair monopolization by 
Kupat Holim and a rip-off to boot, 
charged the Health Ministry. 

“A political plot to favour the 
Histadrut,” mutlered local political 
activists, 

The Health Ministry has been op- 
posed from the start to what it saw 
as an attempt by the agency '0 
create a monopoly for Kupat Holi 
in the renewal clinics, and ls 
seething with resentment at having 
been excluded from the negotie- 
tions with Kupat Holim. The depuly 
director-general of the ministry: 
Moshe Hurvitz, said that it is not 
opposed to Kupat Holim managing 
some of the clinics, but only to 
attempt by the agency to impose 
this solution in all areas. 

The head of dentistry in the 
ministry, Dr. Moshe Kelman, & 
plains that under the joint agency: 
government administration of Pro-_ 
ject Renewtl, the government 
ministries are suipposed to have the 
main and final say in areas of theif, 
professional competéhce, such ΠῚ 
dental care. -Admoni}"he ch : 
has ignored the ministry from the 
start and has usurped the ministry's 
authority, - ; ᾿ 

The jurisdictional quarrel ed 
now be referred to 2 tle a 
contacts between ministers 4m 
Agency Chairman Arye Ῥω δ 
(Part one of a two-part article 
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ἘΣ ἀν ορνριοῦν 


FOCUS 


What to do about PLO actions 


CALLING for a strengthening of 
the cease-fire along the Lebanese 


. border, former premier Yitzhak 


Rabin has come out firmly against 
any IDF operation across the fron- 
tier for political ends. 

He would, however, seek massive 
retaliation against terrorist bases in- 
side Lebanon should the Palesti- 
nians break the [98] cease-fire 
agreement and renew shelling of 
Israel's border towns and villages, 

He does not believe the PLO will 
keep the cease-fire for long; when 


(hey make life difficult for the north, 


then the [DF should go in and wipe 
oul their artillery batteries, ensuring 
that a beefed-up UNIFIL force 
takes control of the territory before 
retiring back into Israel. 

Rabin wis one of three Labour 
leaders called in by Premier 
Menachem Begin for consultations 
Teeently on the security situation, 

In a subsequent interview with 
The Jerusalem Post in his Tel Aviv 
Kirya office, the former prime 
minister spelled out his ideas on 
fighting the terrorist organizations. 
“It is impossible to solve the Palesti- 
nian problem by military means,” he 
said. The political resolution of the 
problem is to be found in the Camp 
David framework agreement, which 
contains a broad range of pos- 
sibilities. “Secondly, it is impossi- 
ble, under the given political pres- 
sures facing Israel, to set as an aim 
the destruction of the PLO in 
Lebanon by military means. Any ut- 
tempt to set such a tnrget for the 
IDF is basically wrong, 

In Rabin’s view, Israel must set its 
sights on two aims: first, to prevent 
lerrorist infiltration from Lebanon 
by land, sea or air: second, to en- 
sure that there is never a repetition 
of the mini-war of attrition con- 
ducted by the PLO last year. These 
two aims must be attained by defen- 
sive and offensive measures. 


RABIN recalled the U.S. definition 
of a breach of the cease-fire as “any 


It is impossible to solve the Palestinian problem by military means,’ former 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin tells Post Political Correspondent Mark Segal. 


action originating in Lebanon 
against a target in {srael,” He does 
not believe that Israel can tolerate 
lerrorist provocations, even if they 
do not constitute a violation of the 
cease-fire os the U.S. sees it. “But 
as long as the ceuse-fire is kept and 
as long as no terrorist acis have 
been carried out inside (sracl, we 
musi honour the agreement," he 
declared. The worst that the ter- 
rorist forces could do would be to 
renew the policy of harrassment 
through shelling which they pursued 
in 1981, albeit with a much greater 
valume of fire. While not wishing to 
seem) to be minimalizing the gnivity 
of their acts of infiltration, he stres- 
sed that ‘not every breach of the 
cease-fire agreement — and there 
have been many of them — should 
oblige Israel automatically to em- 
bark on a large-scale militrary 
operation. We should seek oul a 
range of reactions, a range of 
military responses to deal with the 
Lebanese-bused terrorists. But 
they should nat be of the kind that 
would break the cease-fire and 
Spark an all-oul confrontation along 
the borders. 


“Hence the current public debate 
is not over whether there were 
breaches of the cease-fire agree- 
meni, bul over whether they should 
bring Israel 10 :tdopt such ἢ course 
as might bring down the entire 
Structure of the cease-fire that was 
so carefully put together.” 

Rubin thinks it likely that the 
PLO will keep the agreement until 
the Sinai withdrawal has been com- 
pleted. “We cun certainly exist with 
the present arrangement [or 
another 20 years. But I find it dif- 
ficult to believe that the PLO will be 
able to hold on to the cease-fire for 
long.” 

If Israel were attacked jt would 
have no other choice but to go into 


Lebunon and take over the Palesti- 
niun uttillery sites, “Not for the pur- 
pose of staying there, but only to 
Create 4 lerrorist-free area.” 

Rabin acknowledged that even 
such a limited operation as he en- 
visaged wus fraught with dangers 
and could involve a clash with purt 
of the Syrian forces in the Lebanon. 
Fluwever, Israel would have no 
alternative, since it could not have 
all its northern border population 
living in shelters. 

The former premier has clear 
views un what should be Israel's 
pulicy towards Lebanon, implicit in 
which are sharp criticisms of the 
Begin government's handling of our 
northern neighbour. Israel has 
above all ta adopt a defimte policy 
to ensure the integrity and in- 
dependence of Lebanon, and lo 
make sure that the Maronite Chris- 
tians can live “with their heads 
high.” In political terms this means 
enforcing the agreement reached 
between the Syrians and the Chris- 
tian leadership in February 1976, 
against which the Lebanese left and 
the PLO rebelled, sparking off the 
as yet unfinished civil war. 


Israel is obliged politically and 
morally to come to the aid of the 
Christians, to enuble them to 
achieve the above aims, Rabin says. 
The Principle that had guided 
(srael's governments hitherto had 


been to “help the Maronites to help 


themselves.” However, Israel 
should do nuthing ty encouruge its 
Christian friends in the illusion that 
they could drag this country inta 
war, he emphasized. 

He then took a swipe al a well- 
Known government mistake, argu- 
ing that the order to shoot down the 
Syritn heheupters last yeur hud 
provided an excuse for the Syrians 
Lo mauve in missiles, 


THE SOLUTION τὸ the Lebanese 
problem must be a puliticul one, in- 
volving the U.S. and pro-Western 
Arab states, and uny formula they 
produce musi provide for un in- 
dependent and strong Christiun en- 
tity in that troubled country. 

“Any attempt by the government 
of {srae] to initiate a large-scale 
military operation with the purpose 
of intervening in the overall mititary 
situation in Lebanon, in other words 


to go to war with the aim of tipping 
the military balance there so as to 
ensure Christian control over part 
or the whole of Lebanon, would be 
a major mistake,” he said gravely, 
“Needless to say it would be unut- 
tainable and inadvisable for this 


- Country,” 


He trusts that a suitable solution 
of the problem of the violations will 
be found speedily, hoping that “the 
government won't permit itself to 
be swept around by anti-withdrawal 
rhetoric. 


Rabin expects a hardening of 
Egyptian positions after the 
withdrawal, especially on the 
Palestine issue. There already 
were indications of this in the 11 
points submitted by Egypt to the 
conference of non-uligned states at 
Kuwait, where a tough Tine had 
emerged regurding all other aspects 
of the peace process, After all, 
Rubin noted, the Camp David 
framework docs not end with the 
Peace treaty but envisages two 
other stuges, the autononiy scheme 
and an overall settlement of the 
eustern border, and these will offer 
opnarlunities ta Caire ta 
demonstrate is hard line. 

Rabin already perceives two clear 
changes in Mubuarak's policy from 
that of the late Anwar Sadat. 

Firstly. Mubarak is shifting away 
from Sadal's anti-Soviet stanee: his 
fits in with his emphasis on being ac- 
tive within the non-aligned bloc. 
However, he is not willing te forge 
American military and econonne 
aid. 

Rabin predicted that Mubarak 
would seek to bring the Soviets 
bach into Middle East diplomatic 
activity. 

The second chinge in Mubarak's 
Policy involves seeking a recancilia- 
tion with other Arab leaders and not 
treating them as ‘'dwarves." 
However, even if Mubarak should 
close ranks with the rest of the Arab 
world, Rabin doubls that he would 
undermine the peace lreaty. 


AMONG SENIOR US. officials at 
the State Department, the White 
House and elsewhere in the ex- 
ecutive branch of the U.S. Govern- 
ment, Israel's image as a steady, 
responsible ally has been eroding 
steadily for some time now. 

In Congress and among the 
American public, this turn for the 
worse has been much slower, 
although here, too, there is still a 
discernible sense of an historic 
change in the works. 

hat exactly is Israel's new, 
emerging image? 

For one thing, there is a 
widespread assessment in the 
Reagan Administration of an Israel 
increasingly tense and nervous, 
capable of doing all sorts of crazy, 
self-destructive things in order to 
Prove a point. 

This fear has been strengthened 
by the presence of Ariel Sharon as 
Israci's defence minister. 

Most U.S, officials acknowledge 
that Sharon was a brilliant general 
im the field. Al the same time, 
however, they insist privately that 
he had no business becoming 
defence minister. In short, Sharon is 
widely viewed by U.S. officials as a 
dangerous, gun-slinging military 
man — even more reckless than 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin. 

U.S. officials recognize that Israe! 
ΔΒ good reason to be tense right 
now. The withdrawal from Sinai on 
April 25, they say, is indeed a 


A new image emerges for Israel 


By WOLF BLITZER/Post Washington Correspondent 


“traumatic” experience. With the 
murder in Paris of Israeli diplomat 
Ya’acov Bar-Simantov and other 
similar terrorist incidents which 
chip away at Israel's soul, the 
country’s anxiety level is raised 
several notches higher. Thus, a pic- 
ture of a jittery Israel, cocked in an 
almost hair-trigger posture ready to 
explode, is painted in official 
Washington. 


THIS EROSION of Israel’s once 
very positive, respected image has 
been taking place for several years. 
To be sure, it did not start with the 
assumption of power of the Likud- 
Jed coalition five years 580. But it 
has seriously deteriorated over the 
past few years. 

The week before last, Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig confided to ἢ 8 
close associates that he was even 
prepared to undertake a round of 
personal Cairo-Jerusalem shuttle 
diplomacy ‘to iron out all the final 
snags. No sense leaving such Impor- 
tant work ‘to lesser officials, The 
overriding U.S. concern, for the 
Ume being, was 8 smooth Jsraeli 
withdrawal on April 25. - 

But Haig over the weekend 


became bogged down in trying to 
mediate the British-Argentinian dis- 
pute over the Falkland Islands. 
Instead of the relatively easy one- 
hour shuttle between Cairo and 
Jerusalem, he has been plagued 
with the more gruelling 18-hour 
Buenos Aires-to-London flight. 

Ht is also apparent that the 
Americans were disappointed by 
Israel's latest series of allegations 
against Egypt, 

NBC News diplomatic correspon- 
dent Marvin Kalb reported two 
weeks ago from the State Depart- 
ment that U.S. officials were totally 
taken by surprise by Isracl's com- 
jaints against Egypt. He added, 
jowever, that senior officials still 
considered the problems 
“manageable,”’ meaning Israel 
would most likely still retreat from 
Sinai on time. 1 


t 
THE AMERICANS recognize that, 
coming on the heels of the recent 
Israeli crackdown on the West 
Bank and Gaza, Arab and Islamic 
passions against Israel have been 
further aroused by the Temple 
Mount shooting incident. U.S, of- 
ficials suspect that a good portion of 


the Arab and Islamic world wilt 
always believe that the shooting was 
part of an Israeli plot to drive the 
Palestinians out of Jerusalem and 
the West Bank, a la the wishes of 
Rabbi Meir Kahane, who himself 
had been issued an Israeli Army uni- 
form and weapon to patrol the 
West Bank during his own recent 
army reserve duty. ᾿ 


What is perhaps most tragic — as 
far a8 Israel's once very posilive 
image in Washington is concerned 
— is ihe common belief among U.S. 
officials thal the Isracli government 
is itself to a great meagure responsi- 
ble for this current mess. Many 
Israeli decisions In recent years 
have simply encouraged the spread 
of Jewish religious and nationalist 
extremism, they said, 


Last year's surprise decisions hy 
Isracl to destroy the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor, to bomb the PLO head- 
quarters in downtown Beirut; and 
to extend Israeli law to the Golan 
Heights have toughened up 
Washington to the realitics of Israeli. 
politics and actions, © © 

Nothing Israel now does is likely 
16 surprise the Reagan Administra- 


tion all that much, 

U.S. Ambassador Samuel Lewis 
in Tel Aviv has made certain that 
Washington is kept up to date on 
possible [sracli “surprises. His 
lists of possible Israeli unilateral ac- 
tions have been widely discussed in 
the foreign policy bureaucracy. 
There is a widespread belief that 
Israel is capable of doing virtually 
anything — even if U.S. interests 
are severely damaged in the 
process. 


THUS, IN THE U.S. media these 
past few days, American officials 
have been extensively quoted as 
saying that Israel might want to take 
advantage of the world's pre- 
occupation with the Falkland 
Islands crisis by moving into’ 
Lebanon. The American public has 
been reminded that the Golan 
Helghts legislation was enacted 
while the world was still reacting to 
the military crackdown on 
Solidarily in Poland. Supposedly, It 
all fits a pattern of Israeli disregard 
for America. 


‘In the process, the Isracl that is 
depicted is not the reliable, steady 
ally of the past — the image which 
Isracli officials and their American 
supporters in the Jewish community 
spent many years trying to create. 
Instead, there is a picture of an in- 
creasingly arrogant, almost reckless 
Isras], practically thriving on its 
own isolation. 
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OPINION 


BY NOW Israelis have become in- 
ured to most forms of public 
protest, but it was not always so. 
While the United States and 
Western Europe erupted in mass 
demonstrationa during the 1960s, 
Isracl passed the decade in relative 
quiescence. Indeed, Israelis found it 
difficult to understand how thou- 
sands of American youth could not- 
Only protest against their own 
government's Vietnam war policies, 
but even “worse,” would indulge in 
outright draft evasion and civil dis- 
obedience. As far as the first post- 
State sabra generation was con- 
cerned, governmental orders were 
to be obeyed. Any private doubts 
were jeft for salon debate. 

The situation changed noticcably 
in the 1970s, Starting with Israel's 
Black Panther riots in 1971, and 
spurred on by a tidal wave of ad loc 
and formal pressure groups, public 
protest rose dramatically during the 
latter decade, The phenomenon 
embraced all sectors of society — 
from young couples seeking ade- 
quate housing to war-bereaved 
parents demanding an accounting 
for ‘their slain sons. But ‘the sheer 
number of protest events masked a 
more profoundly significant 
development: the first indications 
that certain groups were willing to 
break the law while highlighting 
their grievances. In short, 
systematic civil disobedience (as op- 
posed to legal protest) had arrived 
in Iseael, 

To be sure, there were always 
fringe groups ready to do battle for 
their “higher” cause; the Natorei 
Karta come readily to mind. But 
these never considered themselves 
citizens of the State of Israel. Gush 
Emunim however, fervent sup- 

. potters of the State, are a different 


Uncivil disobedience 


Israelis have a moral right to disobey their government on issues 
of high principle, but they also have a moral obligation to accept 
the consequences, writes Sam Lehman-Wilzig. 


matter. In a concerted campaign to 
force the government's hand on set- 
thing the administered territories, 
these hyper-idealists consistently 
broke the law of the land in their 
“settlement” activities. The short- 
term reaction by the Labour 
Government was overnight lockup 
in selected cases, The long-term 
response, though, was governmen- 
tal acquiescence. Officially sanc- 
tioned settlements sprang up like 
mushrooms after the morning rain. 
The precedent had been set: civil 
disobedience works — and it's 
painless, Ὰ 

The chickens are now coming 
home to roost. The recent events in 
Yamit and environs are merely a 
fuller expression of this tendency 
which began several years earlier. 
The question. that must begin to be 
asked — even before Yamit’s sad 
denouement — is what lessons are 
to be learned from the whole affair. 
Can anything positive be extracted 
from the protest, civil disobedience, 
and violence which marked the 
withdrawal from Yamit? 


THE QUESTION has two sides to 
it; they are the obverse and reverse 
of the same coin, On the one hand, 
there is the question of civil dis- 
obedience itself; on the other, the 
authorities’ response to such 
behaviour. Ρ 

Socrates was perhaps the first in- 
dividual to justify im principle civil 


ι 

disobedience. He understood that 
the political process, is but a means 
to a more important goal — for him, 
“ruth.” Of course philosophic truth 
need not be the only end possible. 
Other nations have claimed justice, 
equality, and/or liberty as their 
ultimate values. Most societies in 
the history of the world have in- 
cluded the religious dimension in 
the “Ideal” list, But regardless of 
the specific value, what is most im- 
portant about the Socratic message 
is that there exists a natural law 
above the positive law of the State. 
Indeed, for a country founded after 
the consequences for European 
Jewry the “Deutschland uber alles” 
travesty, Israel should have under- 
stood this better than most. 

In this respect, the Stop-the- 
Withdrawal diehards, along with 
their Gush Emunim predecessors 
and counterparts, have actually 
done Israeli democracy a service. 
No longer will Israelis in the future 
blindly follow or accept the dictates 
(however constitutional and 
democratic) of their elected 
representatives. A healthy dose of 
scepticism, of forcing the 
authorities morally to justify their 
policies, can only strengthen Israeti 
democracy in the long run, No 
country is devoid of injustice or 
wrongheaded policy; anything 
which can aid in their correction 
has a place within the system. 
Again, a nation whose politico- 


moral heritage is based upon the 
civically “disruptive” behaviour of 
the Prophets should be able to com- 
prehend this truism. 

But — and one cannot emphasize 
this qualification too strongly — 
those who take it upon themselves to 
be the nation’s “conscience” in ways 
which are not legally recognized must 
be ready to bear the full consequences 
of their behaviour. Here too Socrates 
showed the way. Convicted and 
imprisoned, he refused to escape 
from jail the night before his execu- 
tion, even though the jailhouse door 
was “open” so lo speak. 

HIS REASONING was 
philosophically subtle but critical in 
its import. He would not escape 
because his struggle was not about 
the legitimacy of the Athenian 
regime but rather a specific law or 
policy of that regime. The only way 
to show both continued support of 
the political system and his deep 
disagreement with its “output” was 
to accept that system's judicial ver- 
dict. In fact, one can take the point 
a step further — thal same judicial 
process did him a favour by 
providing Socrates with a central 
public forum from which he could 
take his case to his fellow citizens. 
By confronting Athens’ citizenry 
with the dilemma of disposing of 
him because of a matter of criticul 
importance (at least to him), 
Socrates forced his countrymen to 
look into their hearts and decide 


whether they truly agreed with their 
government on the issue 

By its handling of Israel's civil 
disobedients, our governments 
have shown that they understand 
none of this. Civilians who not only 
break the law in Yamit but attack 
soldiers are freed a day later if ar- 
rested al all. Settlers who moved 
into restricted areas in the ter- 
titories during the 1970s were mere- 
ly removed by the army, only to 
return time and time again without 
the moral confrontation in a court 
of law which would have forced 
Israeli society to ask itself the hard 
questions about settlement, Israel’s 
land policy, and its relationship with 
the conquered Arabs. The conse- 
quences of failing to address these 
issues in their time can be seen 
plainly by all today. 

{n the final analysis, not only do 
Israelis have ἃ moral right to dis- 
obey their government on issues of 
high principle, but they also have a 
moral obligation to accept the legal 
consequences of their disobedience. 
Thus, it is clear that civil dis- 
Obedience is not to be taken lightly 
(by either side), and that it entails 
hard decisions by both sides. But 
that's exactly why it can be @ 
positive force. 

It is about time, then, that Israelis 

on both sides of the governmental 
divide begin to take the 
phenomenon seriously. If not, civil 
disobedience in Israel will 
degenerate into social, political, and 
constitutional anarchy — not a lus- 
ury that a beleaguered state like 
ours can afford. 
Dr. Lehman-Wilzig is lecturer in 
political studies at Bar-llan Univer. 
sity, He is presently completing a 
large-scale study of public protest in 
Israel. 


ONE OF the significant conse- 
quences of the renewal of Jewish 
‘political independence is the crea- 
tion of a frame of reference to 
which the entire Jewish people can 
relate, This is not an ideological 
statement about the centrality of 
Israel, but an empirical statement 
about how Jews everywhere have 
become conscious of the existence 
of Israel, Non-Zionists, as well as 
Zionists, are aware that [srael is not 
just one more Jewish community. 

1 recall from my youth, during the 
early years of World War II, how 
difficult it’ was (o marshall the 
Jewish people into an effective 
community of action. In the days 
before the Six Day War, by con- 
trast, the concern of Jews 
everywhere was focused on the 
situation of Israel, as anyone who 
was then in the Diaspora will 
remember, (t was a dramatic exam- 
ple of Israel's catalytic ability for 
bringing Jews together to face 
central issues. 

The ingathering of exiles has been 
achieved in the physical sense only 
in part, but in a less concrete sense, 
it has already embraced all Jews. 
Throughout the world, the Jew has 
been made more aware of his being 
a Jew by the birth of the State of 
Israel. Whenever Israel is in the 
news, the Jew reacts as a Jew, It is 
now harder for him to be a Mar- 
rano, to adopt the altitude that he is 
“a human being in public and a Jew 
only at home.” 

So far, however, [srael has served" 
most conspicuously as a focus for 
the physical dangers facing Jews. 
Sometimes Jews are aroused by ex- 
ternal threats to Israel, sometimes it 
is seen as the one place of refuge 
available to every Jew in the 
troubled world. To conceive of 
Israel only in such terms is grossly 
to underestimate the potential value 
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Defining our identity 


David Hartman calls for the broadest possible discussion — anda 
referendum — on the ‘Who is a Jew’ issue, 


of the state. 

Israel can also become a unique 
educative inatrument in the life of 
the Jewish people, As a total Jewish 
society, it challenges both its 
citizens and the Diaspora to con- 
front the central spiritual issues fac- 
ing the Jewish people. If Israel does 
not face those issues, its very foun- 
dations a8 a society may be under- 
mined, whereas American Jews can 
permit themselves sectarian con- 
flicts between Orthodox, Conser- 
vative and Reform Judaism without 
in any way threatening the broader 
society in which they live, 


IT IS somewhat ironic — given the 
millenial existence of our people — 
that one of those issues today is the 
question of “Who is a Jew?" At the 
same time, there is something 
healthy about a community secking 
to make its identity explicit, to dis- 
cover the core of what makes its 
Members a peopte. " 

The very question indicates that 
Jewlshness cannot 'be taken for 
granted, that It cannot be merely an 
accident or a label imposed by 
hostile political forces in the world. 
The attempt to define who we are 
indicates that at the bottom of 
Jewish identity, there lies a free and 
voluntary decision, that Jewishness 
must expreas ἃ value commitment 
and a worldview born from the 
quest for meaning, 

Our confusion and disagreement 
about “the core values of Jewish 
identily are symptomatic of the 
enormous changes that have taken 
place in Jewish history over the last 


(wo centuries. As soon as he was 
temoved from the ghetto, the Jew 
faced a world of multiple choices 
concerning how he was to organize 
the meaning of his life. Jewish stu- 
dents can read in the libraries of the 
world. In an open society, Jews can- 
not survive merely by virtue of the 
biological roots of their ancestry. 
Uniess Judaism can be seen to have 
Δ personal meaning, the attractions 
of modernity will lead millions of 
Jews into assimilation. 

Given this challenge to continued 
Jewish existence, the simple ques- 
tion ““Who is a Jew?” turns into a 
host of more specific questions. 
What mitzvot can give direction and 
meaning to a Jew in an open 
society? Are we a people or a 
religion or both? 

To what degree is identification 
with the national political renais- 
sance of Israel essential to a Jew's 
spiritual self-understanding? Is 
mere solidarity with the suffering of 
the community a sufficient condi- 
tion for Jewishness? 

Can Israeli nationality be a sube 
stitute for covenantal Judaism? Is 
citizenship in this country, speaking 
‘Hebrew, settling the land and 
fighting in the army sufficient con- 
tent for the definition of Jewish- 
ness? Is there any fundamental dif- 
ference between being an Israeli 
and being a Jew? Can Israel claim ta 
represent the continuily of Jewish 
history and yet break seriously with 
the normative framework of 
Judaism? 


HOW ISRAEL and the Diaspora 


respond to these and other 
burning issues will decide 
the fate of the Jewish people. 
The greatest danger to our survival 
is to ignore the pressing reality of 
these questions, Yerida can only 
grow if the Israeli finds no answer to 
them. Every Israeli must face them 
if his citizenship is to be an expres- 
sion of spiritual conviction, rather 
than merely an accident of birth or 
habit. Jewish survival in the modern 
world depends upon our identity 
growing from conviction and under- 
standing. The Israeli government 
today can do a great service to its 
citizens and the whole Jewish world 
by turning the question of “Who is a 
Jew?" into an educational agenda 
for contemporary Jewish life. 

We must provide an example of 
how one deals patiently and intel- 
ligontly with the most significant 
spiritual question in the post- 
emancipation period of Jewish 
history. To attempt to impose a 
definition of Jewishness through 
coalition agreements will be to rob 
the community of a great 
educational opportunity to debate 
and discuss many issues seriously. 

I propose that the government 
declare the next two years to be a 
period devoted to deliberating all 
the issues involved, Those who hold 
that conversion according to 
Halacha as understood by: the 
Orthodox community ‘is the vital 
condition of Jewishness can -then 
marshall their spiritual leaders to go 
out in both Israel and the Diaspora 
and explain why they belleve: that 
the authentic experience -of..the 
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covenant of Moses is through the 
frame of reference of the Orthodox 
Halacha. eas 

I believe that the community Is 
willing and entitled to listen to the 
arguments of men of undisputed 
learning. The Orthodox rabbinate 
will have a valuable opportunity to 
demonstrate its intellectual vigour. 
Those who maintain that there are 
other equally valid definitions will 
be invited to present their case. 
ON THE other hand, it would be ἃ 
spiritual travesty to deal with this is- 
sue through immediate legislation 1" 
the Knesset. It would rob the whole 
Jewish world of an unperallel 
challenge to learn and think about 
its connection with the Tora. 

Once the two years are Up. 
believe that the only proper way (0 
decide the question is by ὃ 
nationwide referendum. It will be 
one of the rare occasions on which 
referendum is justified. 

The government deserve’ 
recognition for the fact that the Is- 
sue is now on the agenda. Peo 
are beginning to talk about it, There 
is an atmosphere of crisis. Let us 
utilize this potential crisis to he 
courage an educational reyolutio 
in the entire Jewish world. He wnt 
has no faith in the Jewish peoples 
ability to learn hes lost his spit! 
credibility. 

On this vital issue, which affects 
the whole Jewish people, Israel 
must demonstrate the education! 
Power and wisdom of its leadership. 
We must insist on plaging the issues 
oe on the agenda of Je’ 
ife, 

The issues are explosive, comples 
and far-reaching. Εἰ is for this re 
that they must be dealt with y 
sober reasoning and ἀρήξονην 5 

The author, an Orthodox rabbi, 15 
professor of philosophy at the Hebrew 
University. : 
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HOME NEWS 


Meridor device was ‘made in U.S.’ 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Economy Minister 
Ya'acov Meridor's “revolutionary” 
new energy device is not an original 
Israel breakthrough, but a copy of 
an American invention, Kenneth 
Shatz, who claims to be the inventor 
of the system, told The Jerusalem 

Post last week. 

In an exclusive interview in 
Tel Aviv, Shatz showed copies of 
his and Joseph Cardone's U.S. Pa- 
tent No. 4,291,232, issued 
September 22, 1981, after being ap- 
proved a year earlier — on 
September 25, 1980. This was long 
before Meridor announced his 
“breakthrough” on the eve of the 
last elections at the end of June 
1981. 

Shatz displayed photocopies of a 
diary in which he listed all his ac- 
livities, including dealings he had 
with Israelis concerning his inven- 
tions. 

‘These dealings were nearly all with 
Daniel Berman, who last month was 
revealed to be the ‘‘inventor™ of 
Meridor's device. 

Among the documents he 
brought to Israel are pictures of his 
invention, including the famous 
“black box,” the heart of the 
device. He also has with him a copy 
of a video tape showing the 
protatype of his invention in 
California powering eight electric 
lights. (Last month on Israel] TV 
Meridor's technicians showed his 
device lighting nine electric bulbs.) 

Shatz is an American Jew, a 
great-nephew of Boris Shatz, 
founder of the Bezalel art school in 
Jerusalem. He said he had invested 
all his savings and all his possessions 
in this invention — a total of over 
$1.4 million over the last six years. 

“As a Jew [ was willing to have 
this invention of mine used and 
developed in israel, as my contribu- 
tion to the State of Israel. All I 
wanted was to keep the world 
rights,” said Shatz. 

He then went on to reveal how he 
became involved with Daniel 
Berman in January 1981, on 8 per- 
sonal visit to Israe) to receive treat- 
ment for a skin disorder. Mutual 
friends introduced him to Berman, 
who claimed he was an officer in the 
IDF and had six doctorates, “He 
made ἃ good impression on me and 
my friends. Υ 

(Just before their meeting, in 
December 1980, Berman was 
sentenced by the Tel Aviv District 
Court to a suspended 30-month 


This black box houses the 
prototype of the ‘Ecological 
Energy System,” said to have 
been patented in the U.S. by 
Joseph Cardone and Kenneth 
Shatz, Shatz says he sent his 
device to Economic Minister 
Ya'acoy Meridor's protege 
Daniel Berman last year, and now 
wants it back, 


prison term for fraud, and 
impersonating an army officer.) 

“I was so impressed that I did 
something [ never do," Shatz said. 
“1 allowed him in February (981 to 
study my book on the invention. 
After one day, Berman agreed to 
enter into partnership with me and 
two other people." 

An agreement was prepared to 
form an Israeli company to be cal- 
led “Israel General Energy and 
Electric Company, Ltd." Even 
though the agreement was revised 
several times over the past year, 
Berman refused to sign. According 
to the agreement, Berman would 
have been president of the company 
and have 40 per cent of the shares, 
Shatz said. 

According to Shalz, Berman 
always came up with different ex- 
cuses. One of the most frequent was 
that he had been called up for 
reserve duty. Once he said he had 
been injured and shrapnel had to be 
extracted from his body. 

Despite all this, Shatz says, he still 
had complete trust in Berman and 
on June 5, 1981, he sent him by air 
freight the prototype of his inven- 
tion, which had already worked in 
California, 

All during the past year Shatz 
knew nothing about Meridor and 
his invention, “Only after Meridor's 
prototype was shown on Israel 

Television was I informed through 
friends who had seen it that they 


must be talking about my invention. 

“Berman called me on the phone 
on March 18 this year. He was 
screaming that | should not believe 
anyone who says that he (Berman) 
has betrayed me. He added that 
there is much conflict in Israel 
regarding this invention, which 
Berman claimed was not like mine 
— that my invention is far superior. 
He told me a number of times not to 
talk with the press or electronic 
media, He also promised to sign a 
contract with me soon." 

Shatz is bitter about what has 
happened here so far with his inven- 
tion, but says he is still willing to 
have the device developed here, 
both because of the prestige for 
Israel and the possibility that it 
could create many jobs for Israelis. 


He demands only that he reccive 
his prototype unit back from 
Meridor and company and that he 
be allowed to meet with the proper 
officials to sign an agreement to 
produce the device in Israel, 


When ‘contacted last night, | 


Berman denied Shatz's version of 
the facts, calling them simply “‘in- 
correct" and calling Shatz's inven- 
tion “worthless.” 


However, Shatz played for this 
reporter a recording of his phone 
conversation with Berman tast 
month, when Berman called him in 
California to plead for his silence 
over the invention. On thal tape, 
Berman clearly says to Shatz, “You 
musn't talk to the press or to 
Meridor..." 


Berman also claims he never 
received the entire prototype of 
Shatz's device, but only parts, Shatz 
says his entire device is still here. 


Perhaps ihe most significont 
claim of Berman, if true, is his in- 
sistence that Meridor knew about 
Shatz and his invention “from the 
very beginning.” 


Meanwhile, Gas-On, the com- 
pany developing Economic 
Minister Ya'acov Meridor's 
“revolutionary” energy device, is 
considering terminating its business 
contact with Danie] Berman, who 
claims to have invented it, it is 
learned. 

The Jerusalem Post could not 
receive an official confirmation ot 
this. One official of the company, 
when pressed, said, “You can guess 
what is going on." Indications of the 
move followed reports that another 
inventor, Kenneth Shatz, had 
fathered the device, 


THIS WEEKEND we will be 
observing the thirtieth day of Nissan 
and the first of Iyar. Both are con- 
sidered as Rosh Hodesh, the New 
Moon, and on Rosh Hodesh we 
Tead a special Psalm, the 104th. 

It is a paean of praise to God for 
the wonders of Creation, and 
naturally Nature figures prominent- 
ly. It encompasses the whole range 
of flora, herbiage for cattle, “herbs 
for the toil of man to bring forth 
bread from the‘ ground, wine that 
gladdens the heart of man, and oil 
that maketh the face shins and 


‘btead that-supporteth the heart of 


man; the trees of the Lord which 
give their fill, the cedara of Lebanon 
which Ho hath planted.” And in 
these cedars the birds make their 
Nesta, apart from the stork which 
prefera the fir. 

A comparison between this: 


TORA AND FLORA 
=e L.L Rabinowitz 


poetic version of Creation and the 
prose description with which the Bi- 
ble opens reveals an interesting dif- 
ference between the two. Flora was 
created on the third day, but it is 
limited to utilitarian flora only, 
. “grass, herbs spreading seeds, and 
fruit trees bearing fruit, And it was 
.80.. And the earth brought forth 
grass, herb yielding seed, and trees 
.. bearing frult” (Gen, 1. 11-12) And 
when man is created he is told that 
_ they will provide him, aa well as 
fauna, with sustenance (vy. 29-31). 
, There is npt 8 mention of forests, of 
non-fruit bearing trees. Moreover, 
apart from cattle fodder, all’ are 
made dependent on man’s toil for 


their replenishment. Where then do 
the forests come in? That silence is 
supplied in the Psalm; they are the 
direct handiwork of God Himself. 


In the wholesale destruction 
caused by the Flood not only does 
the Scriptural record confine itself 
to “man and cattle and creeping 
thing and the fowl of heaven" but 
the olive leaf which the dove 
brought back in its beak providing 
evidénce that the Flood had sub- 
sided was ‘freshly plucked" (8.11), 


16 true gue that fact ἰ the basis 
of a Midragh to the effect that the 
Flood did not overwhelm the Land 
of Israel, but it is a legend which 
cannot be accommodated with the 
literal meaning of Scripture, The 
forests are regarded as [ανίοα sur+ 
vived the Flood; planted by God 
himself, they are antediluvian! 
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PEOPLE | 


DEFENCE MINISTER Arlel 
Sharon’s public fire last week was 
aimed mostly at the Labour 
leadership, but some Sharonologists 
are saying that Arik has beea buen- 
ing more brightly in private against 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin for 
having brought him back from the 
brink. That would seem to tally with 
the Newsweek report that Sharon 
told American diplomats the Israei 
Defence Forces were poised to 
march’on Beirut. 

According to these sources, 
Shuron faults Begin for the sum- 
mons two weeks ago to Shimon Peres, 
Yitzhak Rabin and Haim Bar-Lev,- 
contending that conference with the 
Labour leaders created counter- 
pressure by focusing world atten- 
tion on the tension in the north. 

Little has emerged about thal 
“summit meeting, which was also 
atlended by Sharon, Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, and Knes- 
set Foreign Affairs and Defence 
Committee chairman Eliahu Ben- 
Elissar. But at the time, sources said 
that Sharon and the others emerged 
with the distinct impression that 
Begin’ wislgiving ἃ -sympathetic 
hearing tothe operational plan 
dusted off by the chief-of-stalf, Rav- 
Aluf Rafael (Raful) Eltan. 

Lust week the lop government 
leadership seemed to take a dif- 
ferent attitude Luwards the Labeur 
leaders if one is (0 draw the obvious 
conclusions from Sharon's terming 
them “home-mude protectors of 
terrorists" and Begin spokesman 
Uri Porat’s use of the phrase 
“lacking any sense of responsibitily 
for the national welfare." We can 
only wonder whit this week will 
bring. There is no end of specula- 
tion on the purpose of the Begin 
summons. Wus the PM trying to 
enlist Labour support for a bid to 
install Bashir Jemayel as the head of 
a Christian mini-state on Israel's 
northern border? Or was it merely a 
bid to sow dissension in the ranks of 


Faulting Begin 


PUBLIC FACES/By Mark Segal 


the opposition, after Peres hud re- 
jecled yet anather cull lo join a 
national unity government? 

Begin made his most 
recent invitation from a 
public platform in Dimona, a fact 
which drew considerable party at- 
tention to Labour MK (and Dimona 
Mayor) Jacques Amis. The burly 
Amir shrugged off criticism that he 
had offered Begin a platform for an 
election-style speech by saying that 
he had used the occasion to extract 
a substantial promise of housing 
help from Deputy Premier/Housing 
Minister David Levy. 


THE WEEK THAT WAS was 
a hectic one, between the madnesa 
on the Temple Mount and in the 
East Jerusalem ΚΡ Ὸ talk of 
delaying the Sinai withdrawal, and 
the rush visit Lo Israel and Egypt of 
U.S. Under-Secretary of State 
Walter Stoessel. It all almost 


nelghbours and friends to wish thens ¢/vrfu vetive‘ads, the traditional 
gteeting for the Mimouna holiday. The holiday was marked, as in past 
years, with popular open air celebrations, with the central festivities at 
Sachar Park in Jerusalem. The programme included greetings by public 


figures and exhibits of popular folklore and entertainment. 


Yitzhak Peretz 


eclipsed an event scheduled for 
this week — the handing down by 
Judge Victoria Ostrovsky-Cohen of a 
verdict in the second trial of Labour 
and Social Affairs Minister Aharon 
Abuhatzelra, That judgement is be- 
ing awaited with great anxiety in the 
Knesset, where both sides of the ai- 
sle have their seat bells fastened in 
anticipation of coalition tremors. 
One of the most rampant rumours 
is that Abuhatzeira's Tami party is 
ready lo welcome a new MK to its 
ranks, ἃ deserter from the Likud in 
the person of MK Yitzhak Peretz. 
Peretz has been talking of bolting 
ibe Likud for some time, but has not 
confirmed the report that he'll be 
wearing, Tami colours when the 
House apene ita aummer ‘session, 


THE HERUT HQ at Metzudat 
Ze'ev is buzzing with talk that our 
favourite fly-boy, ex-defence 
minister Ezer Weizman, is on the 


By GREER FAY CASHMAN 


ΑΤ 85, Moshe Gershonowitz is 
Something of a hero. And last 
week he was named a 
Distinguished Citizen of Tel Aviv, a 
events, no doubt, since the award 
recognizes an achievement the peo- 
ple of Tel Aviv once frowned on. 


When Moshe came to this 
country from his native Lodz in 


forget. Not Moshe, 


what was practically an under- 
ground operation, the Y.L, 


be antl-Yiddishists. 


in enlisting support. 


Needling the critic © 


particularly gratifying turn of 


1925, Yiddish carried the stigma of 
the ghetto. It was a language most 
people in the Yishuv preferred to 


He devoted all his spare time to 


Peretz Library, named for the great 
Yiddish author, Although making 
too much noise about the need to 
perpetuate the Mama Loshen only 
invited trouble in those days, Moshe 
9.} and others of like mind pursued: 
their interest and set up the Y.L. 
Peretz Publishing House, which 
took upon itself the task of 
translating and publishing works by 
Jewish authors who were known to 


By feeding the égos of the 
authors, the Yiddishists succeeded 
in breaking down hostility and even 


Today, with the Yiddish revival, 
the Y.L. Peretz Publishing House 
has become a global nucleus for 
Yiddish literature. It has produced 
600 titles. The works of Isaac 


ready line. From Caesarea of the 


Two Synagogues, the Pessah reports . 


have been that Ezer isset to take off . 
on a comeback, possibly as the héad 
of an independent centrist group- 
ing. Financing such a group would 
be no problem, according to 
Weizman confidant Leon Charaey, 
the Wall Street lawyer, who inter- 
tupted his local holiday-making to 
huddle with Ezer. 


MINISTERIAL MOVE, We've had 
our (ill of protecol-sensitive VIP's, 
80 it is refreshing to hear about the 
gallantry of Tourism: Minister 
Avraham Sharir. An English couple 
boarded a recent. -Lod-to- 
Johannesburg El ΑἹ flight at Nairobi 
holding first-class tickets, but only, 
one seat was available. To the relief: 
of the embarrassed cabin ‘crew, 
Sharir voluntecred to make the last 
leg of the journey in the 
economy class compartment. ἢ 

TV FUNNYMAN Shlomo Nitzan, 
appearing on the Menl Pe’er Good 
Hour show last Friday, claimed that 
some of his cheekier remarks had 
been cut out of the pre-recorded 
Programme at the insistence of 
Begin's TV monitor. We seized the 
opportunity to question Broad- 
casting Authority spokesperson 
Ariella Rayiy on the identity of the 
commissar. “No one knows; he’s 
our mystery man,” was her tongue- 
in-cheek reply. When 1 wondered 
out loud whether it might not be 
Authority director-general Yosef 
(Tommy) Lapld in disguise, she 
scotched the theory with a rapid 
“he's otherwise engaged.” 


TO THE RESCUE. An overlooked 
Yamit evacuation was the rescue of 
abandoned pets from vacated 
Rafiah Salient settlements. The 
army provided a truck to aid the 
volunteers wha heeded SPCA 
chairman Hilda Feinstein’s call for 
help. The team, which included ex- 
police vet. Dr. Ellezer Roback, 
South African immigrant Dr. Andre 


Bashevis Singer are especially pop- 
ular. Yitzhak Manger’s works have 
been printed in a two-language edi- 
tion — one page Yiddish, one page 
Hebrew. ted =o OAS ς 

The Y.L. Peretz Library now. haa 
6,000 members who pay a small 
monthly charge to enjoy its large 
reading room and lending library of 
Yiddish and Hebrew books. 
Gershonowitz was nominated by his 
colleagues at the publishing house 
for the Distinguished Cjtizen 
Award, and they are basking in- the 
glow of respectability. Ἀν 


FOR MOSHE it is a second round 
of a fame. He was not the first tailor 
in Tel Aviv, but one of the few 
masters of the craft. In‘ 1934, his 
brother Isracl joined him. in the 
business and the two moved to 22 


Rehov Sheinkin, which became the ., 


address for high-class, tiilor-made 
clothes. The quality of .his crafts- 
manship was 80 distinctive that an 
Opening gambit at any social func- 
tion was, “Oh, I see you've also 
been to Gershonowitz recently.” 

“T catered to all the aristocracy of 
the day, both the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie,” quips Gershonowitz. 
One of his regular clients was the 
wife of Aric Shenker, ore’ οἱ ἐπ, 
pioneers of Isracl’s textile industry. 
“who was considered td ‘be “the, 
Rothschild of Tel Aviv," © ἢ 

Moshe was a man who abhorred, 
the sweatshop mentality. His left- 
wing Poalei Zion potiicel ouninge : 
Sictated a share and share alike 
operation. naa 

As for his skill with needle and 


_Aviv for more than half a centuty.: 
he was expected, like Tennyson's: 


Menashe, and former Yamit SPCA 
activist Rivka Becher, managed to 
bring a few dozen of the animals to 
the society's Jaffa shelter, 


BITING THE HAND he once fed 
this week was Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yehuda Ben-Melr, once 
one of the chief NRP backers (with 


Education Minister Zevulun Ham- - 


mer) of Gush Efiinim. In Hatzofe . 


this week, Ben-Meir denounced his 
former protégés as “Ὁ false mes- 
sianic group.” 


THE COST OF PROSPERITY. 
When Agudat Yisrael World Ex- 
ecutive chairman Yehuda Melr 
Abramowitz this week told Hamadia 
that “in the past we were united in 
poverty, but today, all the money 
flowing in threatens to push us 
apart,” he must have been referring 
to recent quarrels between the 
party’s hassidic wing, led by Coali- 
tion Executive chairman Avraham 
Shapira, and the ntitnagdim of Knes- 
set Finance Committee chairman 
Shlomo Lorincz. The friction gol 
nasty recently, when unidentified 
pranksters summoned the Hevra 
Kadisha (burial society) to send a 
hearse to the Lorincz family’s Bnei 
Brak home. 


LIKUD politicians in the Sharon in- 
directly complimented Labour MK 
Chaim Herzog when they recently 
asked their man in the Knesset, 
Pinhas Goldstein, to sel up a 
monthly “surgery" in Kfur Sava. 
Herzog visits there one day a month, 
to listen to citizens’ complaints. 


DISTINGUISHED VISITOR, Wil- 
liam Quandt, a top-ranking member 
of the U.S, National Security Coun- 
cil staff during the Carter ad- 
Ministrulion, was set τὸ lecture on 
“Saudi Arabia in the pust-Sadal 
Middle East" at the Tel Aviv Uni- 
versity Shiloah Centre this week. 
Dr. Quandt, a Middle East 
speciulist, is now associated with the 
Brookings Institute. 


Moshe Gershonowltz 


thread, Moshe describes himself 85 
“the Almighty'’s partner [ἢ 
creation.” With skilful tailoring, he 
explained, “I straightened out those 
parts of the body which were 
crooked.” His only real competition 
was Sharshewaky, who, he concedes 
in retrospect, ‘didn't do a bad job at 
all.” 

Some of his old, clients refuse to 
accept the fact that Gershonowitz 
has retired. A human fixture in Tel 


brook, to go on forever. . 
But these days the only material 
that can capture his attention is that 
contained in a manuscript. He and 
‘his trusted friend, Shlomo 
Schweitzer, editor of the Y.L. 
Peretz Publishing House, find that 
they are kept very busy indeed. 
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‘Not so crazy ideas’ 


‘Crazy ideas’ are taken very, very seriously by Sheraton hotel staff — 
and the result is outstanding service, for each and every guest, writes Jeffrey Heller. 


YOU DON'T have to be crazy to 
work αἱ the Tel Aviv Sheraton — 
but it sure helps. 

That, in a nutshell is the way the 
Sheruton‘s own wild und crazy guy, 
general manager Hurold Richman, 
describes the way he and his staff 
run the seuside hotel. 

“Everyone suid we were crazy 
when we opened in 1977," Richman 
says, referring to the then- 
uutrageous idea of hiring untrained 
students to work at the five-star 
hotel — “and they're still saying it, 
only now they say it differently." 

Well. u recent visit lo the 
estublishment failed to turn up any 
padded walls, und the eager young 
faces seen going about respective 
duties without the aid of white- 
ucketed attendants, ure probably 
the most well-scrubbed und polite 
vast of Disneylund. 

Oh. and by the way: the 
Sheraton's vecupuncy figure for the 
last three years was 83 per cent. 

Richmun’s winduwless office is 
prabably the best pluce for a chat 
abyul the hotel's crazy ideas. 
Testimonials, usulographed 
Photogruphs, and uther purupher- 
nalia hang on the walls, leaving nary 
ἃ bure spot. And, for that extra 
touch that shows the visitor that the 
head guy here disdains the 
traditionul trappings of power, 
there’s a sign in the back of Rich- 
man's desk that reads: “Executive 
Sweets.” 

105 all very cute — granted — but 
this is, after ull, the Sheraton, 8 
serious hotel chain, right? 

Exactly. So, Richman whips out & 
Pad und talks management. His 
view of munugement. Crazy 
Management. ᾿ 

The traditional organizational 
chart appears on the pad. Richman 
draws those little boxes hanging 
from lines of command stemming 
from the top box — the general 
Manager, 

Richman frowns at the tree-like 
diagram, The boxes, as the folk song 
Goes, ure made out af lickey-lacky. 
The tree has tree rol. ὴ 

Here's ἃ crazy idea, he says, 
crumbling up the diagram; 
“straight-on communications.” Of- 
fice doors at the Sheraton are open 
10. all, from busboy up. Ideas, 
Suggestions — even seemingly 

Wzarre ones, are welcome from 
everyone, 

Responsibility is delegated, 
together with the authority to act, 
Richman says. This leads to 
Creative, rather than reactive 
management, 

Now, back to the “lowly” busboy. 


Richman's pencil is scribbling - 


again, 

Here's the guest, he says, marking 
down an "X." Who's the person on 
the staff who has the most direct 
Contact with him — who can make 
Or break the hotel in the gueat's 
eyes? It's the guy ‘or girl with the 
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Ideas that work — Harald Richman at the entrance to the Tel Aviv hotel {left} soon ta be site of the Revolving Door Ch 
play for Beth Hatefursoth inside Tel Aviv Sheraton lobby (right). Guests enjoy drinks and company at the Golden Door (below). 


tray, Richman answers his own 
question. 

Management, therefore, has to 
let the busboy know how important 
he is to the whole operation, 
Richman says. One of the ways is to 
solicit — and pay heed to — his and 
other employees’ opinions aboul 
aspects of their job, and the running 
of the hotel as a whole. 

And, everyone al the Sheraton 
should feel they belong to the same 


‘team, so management also wear 


uniforms, he adds. 


BUT .WAIT, this Is gelting loo 
serious, Let's return lo some 
craziness; The First Invitational 
Revolving Door Championship. 
The time: Soon. ἧς 


πο re 


rece? ule! x eral 
The place: The front entrance of 
the Tel Aviv Sheraton, 

To the sounds of cheering spec- 
tutors about ἃ dozen celebrities will, 
within a given time-span, atlempt to 
spin nround inside the “hotel’s 
revolving door for as many revolu- 
tions as they cun, Richman says. 

Before embarking on their pur- 
suit of athletic excellence, each 
competitor will solleit ‘per- 
revolution” pledges. The more 
spins, the more money that will go 
to the charily of the celebrity's 
choice. . 

Gimmicky? Sure it ἰδ. But once. 
that door stops revolving, step in- 
side the lobby and take a look at 
something a bit more serious: a 
permanent exhibit from Tel Aviv's 


Sheraton Hotels 


ariplonship, Dis- 


Beth Hatefutsoth (Diaspora) 
museum. 
The exhibit, aimed at whetting 
the guests’ uppetitc and getting 
them lo visit the museum, consists 
of a slide show and photographs.. 
“A hotel has to. become a real 
member of the community... it has 
to be reully involved,” Richman, 


who sits on the Beth Hatefutsoth ἢ 
- Steering committer, says, ᾿ 


A small part of Beth Hatefutsoth 
is in both the Tel Aviv, and 
Jerusalem Shoratons “because the 
museum is a major tourist allraction 
and represents a very posilive image 


‘device for Israel,” he adds. : 
. Richman says there's another~ 


crazy idea making the rounds at the 
hotel. It's called “Shekelosophy.'* 
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Today and Tomorrow 


Guests ore issued an “honourry 
degree in shekelosophy” which en- 
tides thent toa IG per cent discount 
on the next meal they purchase 


from the hotel. 
Then, there's the “Gold Carpet 


Service" which adds an “extra V to 
¥.1.P."" On arrival at the hotel, the 
guest is met by a Gold Carpet 
hostess and escorted to a special 
(8th floor reception area for a (vast 
of champagne or fresh orange 


juice. 
The Ciokl Carpet hastess can 
assist the guest with) televes, 


eorrespandenee, Cranstitivns, ap. 
pointments, pager rentals. [light 
aad tour information. There tre 
several ming canferenge rooms 
suitable for two to }2 people on the 
Gold Carpet Naors 

A recent innovution is the elegant 
ith floor “Golden Duar” — a 
private lounge for guests on the 
Gold Carpet Moors and holders of 
Sheraton Gold Service cards. The 
luxurious interior was designed by 
Bent Severin, of Singapore. The 
lustre of the finely polished woods 
and brass appointments comple- 
ments the subtle tones of the beige 
and gold fabrics and wallpaper. 
Guests can meet for drinks, enjoy 
soft stereo music, play a selection of 
board games, rejax with a book or 
magazine from the club library, or 
contemplate the magnificent view 
of the Meditterranean. 

Every Wednesday night, the 
Sheruton holds u “Golden Tubte™ 
dinner for its Gold Carpet guests, 
Bused on the idea of the “Cuptuin's 
Tuble™ on ἃ cruise ship, the $25 per 
person dinner is hosted by u mem- 
ber of the hotel's management staff, 
and provides the opportunity to 
spend a pleusant evening in the 
compuny of fellow visitors. 

The hotel, Richman says, keeps 
track of the Golden Table guests, 
and ‘when one of them comes back’ 
for another stay, the Sheraton 
checks its records to see if any of 
the visitor's previous dinner-nintes 
aré also in the hotel ut the time. 

‘It’s just another crazy idea of 
trying to make (he businessman's 
lime on the road more sociable and 
pleasant, Richman adds. 

‘Comments: No matter how liard 
one tries, one can't satisfy all the 
people all of the time,-,so each 
Sheraton gueat is given a comment - 
card during his stay. 

“We're purposely cute about.the 
cards, but we tell them we take 
‘(their comments) seriously, and.we 
do,” Richman says about the phras- 
ing, for example of questions about 
messenger service: “Faster than a 
speeding bullet/Works at two 
speeds — slow and a 

‘Note, he adds, that lhe comment 
curds only allow the guest lo rate 


_ things either "good" or “bad.” The 


hotel, Richman explains, does not 
believe in any middle-of-the-road in 
Striving to give oulstunding service. 
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Growing with Sheraton 


Using students to enrich its staff is a continuing Sheraton policy, writes Galina Vromen. 


AS PEOPLE pass through the 
doorway into. a luxury hotel, the 
plush carpeting, subdued buzz of 
lobby conversation and clinking 
glasses induce speculation about the 


glamorous and fascinating lives Οὔ" 


the hotel guests, 

But what sets apart Sheraton 
hotels in tsrael from other luxury 
hotels is that the staff members are 
no less interesting than the guests. 

Orna Govesman makes her way 
easily through the lobby of 
Jerusalem's King Solomon 
Sheraton, serving capuccino coffee 
and whiskeys with a ready smile. In 
her free time, she is an enthusiastic 
roller skater who graces the pave- 
ment of a nearby rink with dizzying 
professional whirls. 

Jay Hackin, who courteously 
hands customers their room keys at 
the reception.desk of the Tel Aviv 
Sheraton, happens to be an 
engineer. But he has deserted the 
solitude of the drafting board for 
the liveliness of hotel work. 

As guest service manager, 
Caroline Faighes talks to guesta at 
breakfast and asks their impressions 
of service in the hotel. But should 
the conversation by chance take a 
turn foward French impressionist 
painting or Renaissance art, 
Caroline, a one-time art history ma- 
jor, has no trouble holding her own, 

Sheraton’s efforts to recruit well- 
educated highly motivated young 
students to create an unique style of 
service for their hotels has paid off 
well both for the hotel and its staff, 

“We wanted to establish a core 
group of people who would make 


Manager Phil Navon on the terrace of the King Solomon Sheraton, vverlooking the Old City of Jerusalem. 


the hotel industry their career,” 
says Phil Navon,.general manager of 
the King Solomon Sheraton. 

To attract students, Sheraton was 
willing to take on part-time staff and 
tolerate a higher rate of turnover 
from people who would leave hotel 
jobs when their student days ended. 

“We knew it was risky," Navon 
admits, 


But today the risk has proved 
itself to be a sound investment. 
Many of the most promising 
employees stayed on after gradua- 
tion, moving up in the ranks to top 
managerial positions. 

“Tt has been a quiet revolution in 


- the hotel industry," says Navon, It 


was difficult a few years ago to find 
students to work at the Tel Aviv 


Sheraton but the hotel's reputation 
for providing good work conditions, 
and job advancement has improved, 
and attitudes towards the hotel as 
an employer have changed. 

“When the King Solomon 
Sheraton opened last year, it 
received 2,000 applications for 150 
jobs,"’ Navon sitys. 

About 90 per cent of the staff in- 


volved in customer service at the 
Jerusalem hotel and 70 per cent of 
the staff at the Tel Aviv hotel are 
enrolled in institutions of higher 
education. 

Does Navon worry that soon 
promising employees won't find 
Toom to “grow™ any more? 

Not at all, he answers, glancing at 
ἃ photographed model of the 440- 
room resort hotel Sheraton has 
planned in Eilat, The chain is ex. 
panding within Israel, and the 
potential for the most promising 
local employees to grow with the 
chain internationally are almost un- 
limited. For those who do well al 
the Sheraton, says Navon, “the 
world in terms of hotelier is open to 
them. They can qualify for a job 
anywhere.” 

Meanwhile the Sheratons in 
Israel go out of their way to accom: 
modate scheduling to student 
timetables during exams. And itu- 
dents know that any job, no matter 
how menial, affords potential for 
advancement. 

Govesman, for example, become 
lounge manager at the King 
Solomon after working as a lounge 
waitress al the Tel Aviv Sheraton 
while studying al the Wingate sports 
institute. 

At 26, Ze'ev Kochman is a prime 
example of the Sheraton style. He 
started working for the Tel Aviv 
Sheraton while still ἃ university stu- 
dent of economics, From part-time 
waiter, he moved up through the 
ranks to become duty manager and 
now personnel director of the new 
Jerusalem hotel. 


PP SEN A PS ES SIE SE EDT 


THERE [S nothing haphazard 
about Rick Segal — not his 
reaching the position of resident 
nianager of the Tel Aviv Sheraton, 
nor the way he strums his beloved 
classical guitar during his free time. 

“I knew I wanted to be in the 
tourism industry ever since I was a 
foreign exchange student in high 
school,” says Segal, who spent his 
senior year in high, school away 
from his native Argentina in Glen- 
dora, California. 

He returned to Argentina to 
study business administration, 
Before he decided to immigrate to 
Israel with his wife nine years ago, 
he wrole to the Jewigh Agency for 
advice and was told to enroll δὲ 
Israel's only hotel management 
school, Tadmor, After taking a two- 
year course and learning Hebrew, 
Segal worked at a number of dif- 
ferent hotels. Five years ago he 
joined the Tel Aviv Sheraton.-as 
sales manager, and held the position 
of director of food and beverage 
before taking overall charge of 
day-to-day operations of the hotel. 


Rick Segat 
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WHEN JAY Hackin, began 
working after he arrived in Israel 
from America three years ago, he 
found he wasn't making ends meet 
being an engincer. Not one to be 
frightened off by a bit of hard work, 
he took on a part-time job — as a 
waiter in the Sheraton's Twelve 
Tribes grill room. 

“| wasn't happy professionally. | 
was 23 — very young in Israel for an 
engineer — and all my friends at 
work were married, I couldn't find 
any single people and I had no fami- 
ly here. The hotel gave me an in- 
stant group of friends and really 
helped. me integrate,” he says, 

Since going full-time into the 
hotel business, he has been 
promoted to barman and captian in 
the grill room. Recently, he ac- 
cepted a job at the reception desk 
that meant a drop in a pay because 
he wants to learn every aspect of the 
hotel industry. : 


HALED KABOOB has been at the 


Tel Aviv Sheraton for almost five 
years and at 24 is the only staff 


Jay Hackin 


: Haled Kaboob 


member who heads two depart- 
ments: room service and the bars. 

He shrugs when asked how long 
he will stay, explaining that he never 
teally intended to go into this 
business. He started at the 
Sheraton as a waiter in the coffee 
shop because the part-time work 
conditions and the relatively good 
salary fitted in well with his 
schedule as a student of history and 
economics at Tel Aviv University. 

When he graduated, staying at 
the hotel “was one of the options,” 
he says, “I wanted to try it fora year 
and see what it was like. I think, to- 
day, that 1 want to continue,” he 
adds. 


AT THE Tel Aviv Sheraton, 


“Caroline Faighes has the role of 


“fairy godmother.” In her work as 
guest service manager, she uses the 
magic wand of her imagination to 
create the pleasantest possible at- 
mosphere for hotel guests. 

ΜΓ was given a job I can do lots 
with,” says Faighes, fine-featured 
sabra whose personality makes 


Caroline Faighes 


guests feel at home immediately. 

Like many others on the Sheraton 
staff, she originally joined the hotel 
part-time, as a coffee shop waitress 
to finance her studies, But soon she 
found herself more fascinated with 
the human interactions she was 
dealing with at the hotel than with 
the aesthetic training she was gel- 
ting as an art history student. 


THE LIST of countries that Robert 
Hamm has not visited is probably 
shorter than the list of countries he 
has visited. Tunisia, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Angola, Libya, Colombia and 
Switzerland were all home to him at 
different times in his childhood, as 
his father globe-trotted for an oil 
refinery company. 

The first contact he ever had 
with the Sheraton chain was in 1972, 
when his Zurich architectural firm 
wen 8 contract to design a Sheraton 
hotel in Karachi, : : 

“{ heat the hotel, has actually 
been built,” says Hamm, currently 
assistant food and beverage 
manager of the Tel Aviv Sheraton. 
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Robert Hamm (right) 


tually, he devided to visit Isract for 
ἃ year “to settle my Zionist 
business. I'd been saying “next 
year in Jerusalem’ for too long. 
He motorcycled us fur as Greece 
and cuught u boat to Israel. When 
he arrived, the Tel Aviv Sheraton 
hired him as « bellboy und then set 
him about cleaning dishes, pots and 
pans, The next day, he got his first 
promotion to wine steward. Three 
months later, he was manager of the 
grill room and a year later he 
became maftre d' of the hotel — 4 
position he continues to hold. 


NAVA SHAFFER, duty manager. 
who acts as the Tel Aviv Sheraton’s 
top management representative in 
the evening, knows all about the 
life-cycle of amoebas and fireflies, 
and about photosynthesis @! 
microscopes. ὦ 
Dealing with various hotel situ 
tions and guest needs from 4:00 0 
11 p.m,, Shaffer doesn’t have. mut 
time to think about biology ΜῊΝ 
she studied along with education or 
five years as an undergraduate. 


Nava Shaffer a 
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JEWISH and proud of it, is how one 
might describe the King Solomon 
Sheraton in Jerusalem, a hotel that 
has gone out of its way to make the 
observant Jewish visitor feel at 
home. 

The atmosphere is best enjoyed 
on Saturday, the Jewish sabbath, 
when families have returned from 
the synagogue and are sitting down 
to their midday Shabbat meal. Wine 
is poured out for the traditional 
blessing and for once, it is the 
traditional sweet sacramental wine 
that is served, rather than the dry 
table wine one sees all week long. 
For the Shabbat meal, in the King 
Solomon, tables are arranged 
around a buffet of cold dishes. 

Upon my visit, the sound of 
zmirot, traditional Shabbat songs, 
greeted us as we walked in. As one 
lable finished a melody, another 
table would start up. 

| began my meal with fish, In ad- 
dition to the conventional gefilte 
fish, there was a mousse of white 
fish with salmon, wrapped in 
Spinach, whose taste was sup- 
plemented by its appearance — 
contrasting white, green and pink. 

Meanwhile, my companion was 
busy trying the salads. Among them 
was a dish of hearts of palm in 
mayonnaise, another of artichoke 
hearts, a mixed salad with meat and 
one of grated carrots and raisins. 

At this singe we decided to try the 
cholent, which was being served 
separately. This Shabbat dish, 
which is kept hot from Friday after- 
noon to Saturday lunchtime, in- 


Shabbat 
peace 


King Solomon Sheraton’s Sabbath meal 
gives Haim Shapiro a contented feeling. 


Saba 


cluded beans, potato, braised beef 
and a piece of the traditionul stuffed 
kishke, or intestine. A loaf of rice 
and chopped meat, which was also 
part of the cholent, was rather less 
usual. 

We rested for a few minutes while 
a young doy slood up at a table at 
the end of the room, where about 20 
gucsts were seated. It was, of 
course, ἃ dar-nitzva, and while the 
lad disclaimed any intention of 
making a speech, he did say a few 
words. The atmosphere was one of 
utter contentment, 

Next we tried some of the cold 
meats. [| chose a galantine of 
chicken and veal, and my compa- 
nion liked her smoked turkey. The 
corned beef was also tasty. 

For dessert, | took a dish of jelly 
with fruit, but could not resist drying 
my companion's chocolate mousse, 
which was rich and creamy, ts Was αὶ 
chocolute layer cuke. Nor did | wish 
to leave untasted the apple strudel, 
with uw nice thin crust. 

As we εἴ, many of the guests 
were sul singing their Shabbat 
SOngS. 

The King Sotomon Sherntun is 
not just kusher, but glatt kosher, a 
more exucting observance of the 
Jewish dictary laws. While the 
gilests sing in The Café, the 
electronic coffee maker, hotplate 
and automatic dishwashing 
machines all cun with imers, con: 
tribute hy making it possible tor the 
hotel to provide international stan- 
dard five star service, with full 
adherence to Jewish) lin, 


Moving with the peace 


Combine a stay at Sheratons in Israel and Egypt, and add a cruise too, suggests 


ΙΝ OUR contemporary world, the 
giant multi-national companies 
have often been accused of 
manipulating world affairs to the 
detriment of the ordinary citizen. 

Sometimes, however, it is not so 
much a matter of manipulation as 
siezing an opportunity when it pre- 
sents itself and the activily may be 
for the benefit of all concerned. A 
case in point might be'the decision 
by Sami Zoghbi, Middle East area 
manager of Sheraton Management. 
Corporation based in Cairo, and 
Harold Richman, Israel area 
manager, based in Tel Aviv, to offer 
a joint Egypt-Israel Sheraton 
package, 

Clearly, it was not Sheraton 
which created the peace between 
the two countries, but it was the first 
international hotel chain to 
recognize the opportunity when it 
did arise. Serving to gain from the 
programme are not only the tourist 
economies of both countries, but 
also the tourists who take sdvantage 
of the joint programme. ς 
. The programme offers a flexible 
arrangement of a visit to Israe) with” 


a side-trip to Egypl or vice-versa. In © 


Egypt, Sheraton is by far the largest 
international hotel chain, with a 
total of seven facilities, including 
hotels, cruise boats and a holiday 
resort. 

"In Israel, Sheraton may not be the 
biggest yet, but it plans to be so 
soon, with another hotel planned 
for Jerusalem and two other hotels 
at the Dead Sea and in Tiberias, in 
addition to the existing hotels in Tel 
Aviy and the capital. 

It is an arrangement tajlor-made 
for those who want adventure and 
demand comfort, for those who 
want their hotel to reflect local 
culture and not be just another 
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mass-produced edifice and who, at 
the same time, demand a high 
standard, be it in cleanliness, ser- 
vice, or exceltence in food, 

Even for those who are so pressed 
that their visit to Egypt can only in- 
clude Cairo, it is well worth il. 
Sheraton has two hotels in the 
Egyptian capital: the Cairo 
Sheraton with its casino, and, for 
those who want to avoid the mid- 
town bustle, the Heliopolis 
Sheraton, & hotel which is said to 


“be one of the finest in the Middle 


East, en 
A visit to the Egyptign capital is 
to be recommended even if the 


visitor only has time to take in the | 


Egyptian Museum, a source of 
wonderment. The focal point, of 
course, is the treasures from the 
tomb of Tutankhamun, α minor 


" pharaoh whose distinction, for us, is 


that his burial place was untouched 
by ancient grave robbers. 

A wealth of golden objects at first 
boggles the mind and it is only upon 
a second or third look that ane can 
appreciate the artistry and cratts- 
menship. Finally, one can enjoy 
the glimpse that the paintings and 
househald objects give of the life of 


The curving white walls of Egypt's Hurghada Sheraton rise above the Red Sea. 


ancient Egypt. Short of hiring a 
guide or studying a guidebook, 
there is no systematic way of view- 


_ing the highpoints of the museum, 


but even a random stroll through its 
corridors reveals hidden glimpses 
into the surprisingly human lives of 
the ancients, with loving couples, 
family groups and working scenes, 

Though few would pass up a visit 
to such monuments as the pyramids 
and the Sphinx, many will find more 
interest in the Khan el Khalili, 
Cairo’s bustling, busy, main bazaar 
area, where household goods and 
antiques vie for space, where one 
may pick up trinkets for a few pen- 
nies or art objects costing thau- 
Sands, buy a change purse for Aunt 
Betty or furnish a livingroom in 
Mameluke style. 

Less hectic, more European — 
some would say more sophisticated 


— is Alexandria, with the Moniazah’ 


Sheraton, The visitor may not find 
all the hidden delights of Lawrence 
Durrell's Alexandria Quartet, but it 
is still possible to ride in a horse- 
drawn gharry along a seafront tha 
stretches for miles, to indulge in 
marvellous sea food, or just enjoy 
the monuments that a dozen dif- 


Ἶ 7 reas = 


ferent cultures have left in the city 
since it was founded by Alexander 
the Great, . 

For those who feel they must 
delve into the mysteries of ancient 
Egypt, 8 visit to Upper Egypt is a 
must. The life of Egypt in the past 
was centred on the Nile, as it is to- 
day, and it is on the Nile. itself that 


Sheraton has four cruias ships, the . 


H-S Tut, the H-S Anni, the H-5 
Aton and the H-S Hiop plying their 
way between Luxor and Aswan. 
On-the one hand, one sees the 
achievements of the pharaohs, their 
tombs and temples, all involving an 
incredible degree of Jabour. And, 
on the other hand, alongside the an- 


‘cient monuments, are the villages of . 


the Egyptian peasants, living much 
as they did hundreds of years ago, 
all to be seen while sipping a 
cocktail on deck at sunset. ᾿ 
Finally, for those who prefer their 
adventure to be more physical, the 


hotel has ita holiday resort at. 


Hurghada, where divers can view 
the wonders of the Red Sea coral 
reefs. The joint-Israel-Egypt 
programme is of course designed 
for visitors from elsewhere, but it is 
no secret that Sheraton, expects 
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iniiny Israelis to like advantage ul 
the new ense in arranging fer an 
Egypuan Sheraton holiday. 

THE VISITOR to Egypt who wishes 
to broaden his holiday with a trip to 
Israe] cun, In a few hours, be at the 
Jerusalem King Solomon Sheraton, 
within walking distance of shrines 
sacred to the world's three grent 
religions, 

Jerusalem has an ulmosphere 
of peace and tranquility that 
pervades even the bustling 
alleyways of the Old City markets, 
The pious can leave a note of sup- 
plication between the stones of the 
Western Wall, the last remaining 
walt of the Temple and Judaism's 
most holy site, light a candle in the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
which encompasses the sites of both 
the Crucifixion and the Resurrec- 
tion, or worship in the Dome of the 
Rock, the point eat which Moham- 
med ascended to heaven. 

One must visit the Isracl 
Muscum, which can impart a new 
understanding to the archeology of 
the Holy Land, and the adjoining 
Shrine of the Book, repository ;of 
the greater part of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. : 


Indeed, the combination of Egypt 


and Israel is perhaps the closest one 


can come to the [9th century grand 
tour of the wonders of the uncient 
world, Here, one is indeed in the 
cradle of civilization. . 

A short drive brings one back into 


τ the 20th centuty and the pleasures: 


of Tel Aviv, with th et Aviv 


Sheraton ait the: beact from for 


seaside relaxation. ἢ 
Chic shopping {acu end 

swinging nightspois. alon.: win tap 

restaurants are among the plenasutgs 


on the Mediterranean, . 


available in this modern metropolis 
τ a 
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BACKGROUND 


1T IS SURPRISING to learn, [rom 
someone as orderly in his thoughts 
and habits as Shlomo Gazit, that his 
career did not follow a course 
carefully mapped out by himself, 
but was moulded for him by others. 
Listening to the man who was, until 
Jate 1979, the head of Israel's 
Military Intelligence, one watches 
him ticking off the points in his 
mind — and often on his fingers, too 
— as he recounts his story, The 
words have been weighed and the 
sentences edited. There is a logical 
progression as he goes through his 
mental list, prefacing each sentence 
with One... Two... Three. 
Everything is very neat and tidy in 
his modest office situated in the old 
part of Ben-Gurion University. 
Gazit, who will soon be earning his 
master's degree in history from Tel 
Aviv University, is now president of 
Ben-Gurion, and scems ta enjoy the 


job. ᾿ 

ΑΠ᾽ ἀγουπά him, though, lie tell- 
tale remnants of his past. There ure 
plaques from military units, a watch 
adorned with military symbols, a 
Picture of the late President Sadat's 
plane being escorted back to Egypt 
from Israel by four Kfir jets, the 
woaden butt of an Uzi. But they 
hardly begin to tell the story of 
Shlomo Gazit. {1 is, most probably, 
a story that will never be told, 

We were meeting because we 
both wanted to do something about 
making an annual occasion, the 
combined Intelligence services 
memorial day held for the first time 
earlier this week. Every other 
branch of the army, almost every 
brigade, has its memoriuls, but until 
this year the Intelligence Corps was 
without one, despite its long list of 
cusualties, 

The problem was one of secrecy, 
and remains so, for even a record of 
death may disclose secrets that must 
still be hidden from public 
knowledge. But after almost 35 
years it was felt that something must 
be done to honour the memory of a 
class of Israeli servicemen, each of 
whom was, in a very special sense, 
an “unknown soldier.” There was 
pressure from the bereaved parents 
for something to be done in memory 
of those who fell. And they want 
others to remember too. 


GAZIT recalls that his own first 
contact with the world of Intel- 
ligence was quile accidental. In 
fact, remaining in the army at all 
was quite accidental. Born in 
Turkey in 1926 and brought to 
{Israel at the age of six, he had been 
in the Palmah during the War of 
Independence. When, after the war, 
the Palmah was being disbanded, 
Gazit decided to leave the forces. 
He did not relish the thought of 
moving from the Harel Brigade, 
with its special camaraderie, to the 
unattractive and certainly unroman- 
tic Carme! Brigade, But six months 
before he was due to be demobbed, 
he was transferred to the staff of the 
IDF journal, Maarachot. The hand 
that facilitated the move belonged, 
Gazit recalls, to the late David 
Carmon --- a man destined to in- 
tervene often in Gazit's life. 
Despite his earlier intention of 
teaving the army, Gazit took the 
IDF's firat battalion commanders 
course and was just about to enter 
Military intelligence in the research 
department when he was sum- 
moned to headquarters to work on 
the preparation of the army's first 
large-scale maneuvers. Again he 
himself was being gently 
Mancuvered by Cermon, who had 
apparently whispered to the depuly 
chief-of-siaff, Mordechai Makleff, 
that Gazit'would make an exceilent 


‘ 


Israel’s 


unknown 
soldiers 


The Post's HIRSH GOODMAN 
meets Shlomo Gazit, the former 
chief of Military Intelligence 


When Moshe Dayan replaced 
Makleff, he redesignated Gazit 
chief of operations and on becom- 
ing chief-of-staff he took Gazit with 
him. This was the beginning of i 
close relationship between the two 
men which wis to span almost three 
decades. 

In 1955,.now a major, Gazit was 
sent for a year's study ut the French 
staff college and had hardly settled 
into his new job as an instructor at 
Isracl's staff college when he was 
called in to help cvordinate ull 
Israel's pluoning with the French 
for the impending Sinai campaign. 

Gazit recalls the experience fond- 
ly, for it was his first encounter with 
the world of shadows. He needed a 
cover story to legilimize his 
presence, in Paris, since planning 
was, of course, top secret, The wife 
of the military attaché in Paris, 
Emanuel Nishri, had just died and 
Gazit was ostensibly sent to replace 
him forthe period of mourning. 


{T WAS DURING this time that he 
was entrusted with the state's 
deepest, secrets, and he chuckles 


‘when he remembers how, in- 


discreetly, he told his wife about the 
Sinai campaign. She had asked him 
about his work and, of course, he 
had never disclosed anything. But 
when he heard ‘that the campaign 


~was off, he felt there could be no 


harm in telling her that it had been 
planned. What he did not yet know 
was that, the decision to cancel the 
joint ‘operation against Egypt's 
President Nasser hud been reversed, 

“It was. moment of weakness,” 
Gazit says ~- one which, one feels, 
was not often repeated. He relaxes 
behind his desk as he continues the 
story of his life. After the Sinai cam- 
paign, he served as liaison with the 


-Frengh Army. 


He became &n instructor 
at the staff college and was 
named head of the strategic plan- 
ning unit of the IDF, There was 
period as deputy commander of the 
Golani Brigade in 1961-1962, and he 
spent the next two years helping to 
establish the National Defence Col- 
lege.:-Then he replaced his old 


research und estimates department 
al military Intelligence, which wis 
headed itt ihe time by Aharon 
Yuriv. The four years he spent in 
thut post were heady ones, crowned 
by the success of the Six Day War. 

Dayan, now defence mimester, 
ended Gazit's Intelligence cureer by 
appointing him to the thankless and 
complicated task of coordinator of 
activities in the administered ter- 
ritories captured in the Six Day 
Wur. For almost seven yeurs, Gazit 
hud the unenviable task of 
implementing the ground rules for 
Israel's first protracted relationship 
with a conquered people of un- 
determined status. Dayan sei the 
rules and Gazit enforced them — 
rules for a game with an unclear 
goal. lt was a problematic task at 
many levels: there were the security 
and the political aspects, in- 
tertwined with social and economic 
problems. 


GAZIT DID the job as efficiently as 
he could, given the limitations, but 
he admits that he was smitten by the 
intelligence bug and wanted to get 
back to it, Then came the Yom Kip- 
pur War and the accompanying dis- 
grace. Eli Zeira, the head of 
Milltary Intelligence, was forced to 
resign after the publication of the 
Agranat Commission's report and 
Gazit was the obvious candidate for 
the job. He was the only senior of- 
ficet in the IDF with an intelligence 
background who was not tainted by 
the fuilures of Yom Kippur. 

The appointnient did not come as 
ἢ surprise to Gazit. Shortly before 
the Agranat Commission's findings 
were made public, Dayan had asked 
him to become head of a new office 
which would combine the functions 
of the IDF and the Defence 
Ministry spqkesmen. He refused 
because he eptimated correctly that 
Zeira would ..have to be fired no 
matter what the commission's 
findings, and that he would get the 
job he really wanted. 

Bul it waa not easy, The Intel- 
ligence Corps was demoralized to a 
point where personnel would try to 
hide the fact that they were 


was common in thuse days to tuck 
one's badge under one’s shoulder to 
prevent being identified with the 
corps. 

He inherited an urm mide up of 
excellent peuple and with excellent 
capabilities, but with the lowest 
morale in the army, This was duc 
ΠΟΙ only to the shame of failure, but 
to the tense relations between peo- 
ple who had given evidence against 
each other before the commissiun. 


THE DEFENCE minister nd the 
chief-of-stalf gave him full backing 
and the revolution started, The 
Foreign Ministry and the Mossud 
were both given independent 
research departments after the war, 
but the government decreed that 
Military Intelligence, despite 
everything, was to be the only body 
fo interpret incoming information 
and analysis. This clear vote of can- 
fidence helped, as did 2 redefinition 


‘af what the Intelligence community 


was about. 

Gazit reintroduced into its 
vocabulary (wo words which were 
regarded as “dirty” after the Yom 
Kippur fiasco: concept and 
probability. Around them he built a 
wall of checks and balances that 
gave them meaning and credibility. 

He clasps his left-hand litte 
finger in his right hand and ticks off 
the steps he took to make it all work 
again, There was a new pluralism in 
the system which would ‘make it 
much more-difficull to make a mis- 
take. This was to manifest itself in a 
bond between military Intelligence 
at the Genernl Staff, and the Intel- 
ligence units attached to the various 
commands, Instead of estimates be- 
ing made in the ivory tower -of the 
General Staff, they would now be 
hammered obt together with people 
from the field to ensure that.dry fact 
mutched τον. 1... 

There were serious arguments 
between the “academics”. ΟΥ̓ the 
General Staff and the soldiers of the 
commands, especiully over certain 
aspects of the early Christian 
Lebanese phenomenon and the in- 
tentions of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan, and Gazit claims: thal 


As the second finger is grasped he 
recalis how they established first- 
class Intelligence-gathering 
capability at field level. Divisions 
were supplied with their own in- 
dependent intelligence-gathering 
cupability which would ensure an 
accurite Now of information even if 
field units were cut off during bat- 
Ue. 

The investment in thought and 
money was huge, but the change did 
much to boust both the [Ὁ ΕἾ 
capabilities und the morale of the 
force as it moved into fighting units. 

Gazit then set up a Devil’s Ad- 
vocate unit (this is its real name) 
which was charged with presenting 
counter-urguments to (he consensus 
view of particular information at 
intelligence headquarters. These 
sessions, he rementbers, were tense 
and sometimes ugly. The fourth step 
was one which ΟἽ ΔῊ feels never 
worked as well as it could and 
should have: interuction with the 
academic community. He wanted 
another devil's idvocute, but for 
same reason still unclear, the ea- 
periement was unsatisfactory until 
the time that Guzit handed aver la 
Yehoshua Saguy. 


THERE CAN BE no doubt that 
Guzil loved his wark. We could not 
bul ask the most cliché question of 
ail: Whit was the highlight of your 
σάγους — Entebbe? Na, it was nat 
and he cun‘t tellus what was. ff itis 
ever published, he says, it will be 
recognized its une of the greatest ave 
lions ever undertaken hy Usrieh 
Intelligence. 

“ remember standing neat to 
Shimon Peres. who was then 
defence minister, while the action 
was luking place and (suid, ‘Hants 
the nation could Know of this." 

Bul it may never do so, and none 
of us will ever really Know very 
much ahout Shiomo Gazit. The 
names on the memurial stl to be 
built wall not mean much to many of 
us, either, and Gazit is proud of the 
fuct. 

“I there ure two things T can say T 
uni proud of," he says, “One is the 
tyne οἵ person [ have had the 
privilege to work with in [ntel- 
Nigence, and the other is the com- 
plete harmony between the Intel- 
ligence Corps, the Mossad and the 
Shin Bet.” 

In most countries, Guzit claims. 
the various Intelligence orgunizu- 
lions spend almost as much time at 
each other's throats as dealing with 
the enemy. Not here, he says. One 
does not suspect him of being either 
sanctimonious or platitudinous 
when he speaks with pride about the 
men and women he has served with. 

“There was a young man called 
‘Avraham’ who was killed in action,” he 
recalls. "I had to visit his parents 
and knew that they would never 
teally know what their son did or 
how he died.” *Aveaham’s' mother told 
him that her son had told her 
nothing about his work. Once when 
she asked if he needed a sweater to 
keep him warm at his base, ‘Avrohany’ 
accused her of trying to find out if 
he was stationed in the north or the 
south, His father was never allowed 
to drop ‘Avraham’ at his base, only 
at a crossroad nearby. 

Gazit looks incongruous silling in 
the president's chair at Ben-Gurion 
University. One has the feeling that, 
despite the importance of. the posi- 
tion and the need for people like 
him to be involved in the education 
of Israel's youth, he is wasted there. 
But who knows? Maybe a hand wilt 
be extended somewhere to divert 
Gazit’s course once again, either 
into the limelight or back into the 
shadows where, apparently, he feels 


bureau chief. friend Carmon a8 head of the members of it. Gazit recalls that it these were invaluable. most conifortable. Qo 
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“OPINION 


An open letter to King Hussein from a Palestinian writer and politician 


Your Majesty, 


NOT ONLY are we Palestinians 


abused and burdened by the [araeli, 


military occupation, and our ways 
of thinking and feeling misunder- 
stood by the Israelis, There is on the 
Arab side, a8 well, a lack of under- 
standing of our difficult and delicate 
position vis-d-vis the: occupiers of 
our land, and a failure to consider 
our special nationhood as people 
who are Palestinians — not Syrians, 
or Egyptians, or Lebanese. What we 
need from you are no propaganda 
statements, sensational headlines, 
or raging editorials in the news- 
pupers. We Pulestinians are no 
longer willing to be the pawns in 
Arab diplomatic games. 


I cannot appeal to every Arab ad- 
ministration and recommend how 
they should’ direct thelr policy on 
the Palestinian questlon. I am, 
however, a Palestinian and was 
brought up as a Jordanian citizen 
and ἃ subject of Your Majesty, so 1 
fee] I can make at Jeast an 
emotional claim to your attention 
on this point. 

Rather than recount the mistakes 
made by the Jordanian administra- 
tion in the West Bank before 1967, I 
prefer to point out the more serious 
errors made after and since the 1967 
war. 

Why did the various agencies and 
departments of the Jordanian 
government begin to treat (he West 
Bank not as the half of the kingdom 
accupied by a conquering force, but 
as if it were in itself an alien and 
foreign country? Palestinians from 
the West Bank who crossed the Al- 
lenby Bridge into the East Bank 
were — and still are — treated with 
suspicion and interrogated about 
trivial things, While the Jordanian 
media played the question as a 
marginal matter, the Jordanian in- 
telligence agencics saw — and 
questioned — West Bank residents 
as would be informers against their 
friends and neighbours, and as 
suspected members of the PLO in 
the occupied areas, This narrow- 
minded and inconsistent policy 
drove countless Palestinians into ac- 
tually acting as spies, collaborators, 
or agents — or becoming advocates 
of the separation of the West Bank 
from the East Bank: Who knows 
how many decent Palestinians in the 
occupied areas ended up on 
Jordan's “black list™ because of this 
hateful policy? 

If, after 15 years of separation, 
most of the West Bank and Gaza! 
have come to desire a Palestinian 
State of their own instead of a sim- 
ple reunification with Jordan, how 
much of this is Jordan’s own fault? 


COGNIZANT of the political 
realities of the Middle East, and in- 
ferring the Israelis’ strategy from 
their actions (and not their words), | 
feel certain that the continuation 
and Strength of your rule will halt 
Isracl's scheme of forcing that 
Palestinian state into the East Bank 
of the Jordan River, something 
which would mean the complete 
loss of the West Bank, In that case, 
your regime would depend not on 
the support of foreign powers or the 
loyalty of the army, but on the sup- 
port of the Palestinian-Jordanian 
masses — masses which must 
realize that a Palestinian flag 
hoisted over your palace in Amman 
would be ἃ national tragedy. 
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To avoid such an outcome, the 
Jordanian administration must 
develop a new policy with regard to 
the West Bank and Gaza, From its 
inception, this new policy would 
acknowledge that the Palestinians 
live under different circumstances 
now, and that many social, 
economic, political and mental 
changes have taken place in the last 
15 years in the West Bank and 
Gaza, We are not the same people 
we were in 1967, We think and 
behave differently from thags who 
live in Amman, Jerash and Irbid, 
We do not read Al-Dostour, and Ar- 
Ral, and Al-Liwa; we read the other 
Arab papers, the Israeli papers, the 
European and the American 
publications. We are no longer the 
stepchild of the administration in 
Amman; we live today at a cross- 
roads of the world. 


We have learned what real 
democracy is about — and what it is” 
not about, A democracy is not a fic- 
tion to.serve as some sort of rubber 
stamp. Prime ministers, ministers 
and senior government officials are 
not above justice. The TV and radio 
amedia are not, we have learned, in- 
stituled solely to follow after and 
publicize highly-placed self-seekers. 
And the Crown Prince has, con- 
stitulionally, only one job —1o take 
care of his health, as the British say, 
Having learned all this, we now de- 
mand a change in the administra- 
tion's attitude, a change which will 
prepare the ground for ‘Jordanian- 
Palestinian equality, 


ORIGINALLY, the declared East 
Bank-West Bank unity was based 
on certain legal and constitutional 
protocols. First, your decision in 
1974 to abandon this original uni-’ 
fication was an unconsiitutional 
act, Secondly, such a legal unity was 
not inconsistent in any way with the 
presence in the West Bank of the 
PLO, Jordan's action on these two 
counts has yet to be explained by 
the administration in Amman, 

Thore is a big difference between 
the so-called “pro-Jordan” faction 
here, and those who support West 
Bank-East Bank unity, 1 believe the 
first element seek only their own 
personal ends, The second group, 
the unionists, tepresent the goals of 
many responsible and patriotic peo- 
ple. The. pro-Jordan faction, it 
seems, defend Jordan only when 
they are in Amman: but the un- 
ionists have gone to, jail and have 
suffered for the sake of their 
national aims. Perhaps the time has 
come for Yqur Majesty to examine, 
and make a choice between, these 
factions. 

Please allow me, Your Majesty, 
to touch on a sensitive issue: the 
Jordanian subsidies to the people of 
the occupied areas, There are 
representatives of the pro- 
Jordanian element — whose 
credentials your government ac- 
cepts unquestioningly — who abuse 
both the people they sre meant to 
help and your government as well. 


NOBODY in the West Bank needs 
to be reminded that the ""}}- 
legitimate baby” of the Village 
Leagues is one ugly face of the oc- 
cupation; but your government 
should not forget that those partici- 
panta in the Village Leagues cut 
their teeth in the school of the Jor- 


danian government. And they are 
still on the payroll of the Jordanian 
administration. Can you ignore the 
fact that one of the cabinet 
ministers in your government is the 
cousin of Mustapha Dudein, the 
chairman of the Hebron area Vil- 
lage League? This same Mustapha 
Dudein was issued a West Bank 
identity card while he was still a 
minister in Jordan. 1 conclude only 
that the alleged pro-Jordan εἰε- 
ments in the West Bank are in fact 
the ones closest to the occupying 
elements. 

T do not hold you in any way 
responsible for this situation, but I 
do think it significant.that you have 
remained silent about those men 
who have disappointed you and 
stabbed you in the back. 

As long as your government sup- 
ports individuals who care first 
about their own interests and who 
are loyal as long as they are paid, 
there will be no chance of improv- 
ing this appalling situation. You do 
not need chameleons by your side 
— you need men who are willing to 
offer criticism when it is needed, 
men whom you can trust to be 
straightforward with you. 

In the last 15 years, countries like 
England, the Uniled States, and 
even China, have had radical 
changes in their government. 
Perhaps in the Kingdom of Jordan, 
too, clean, fresh air is needed to 
sweep away the odour of past cor- 
tuption, The rusty, ‘outdated 
engines in the Jordanian administra- 
tion should be retired and replaced 


‘with modern, innovative equip- 


ment — if only for the sake of the 
many who are dependent on the 
smooth and reliable working of 
the government. 


WHERE DO WE GO from the 
present situation? Is Jordan satisfied 
with merely denouncing the Israeli 
settlement policy and televising 
scenes of Israel's harsh treatment of 
the Palestinians? Will Jordan be 
content to watch — and simply 
report it — as larael swallows up the 
West Bank bit by bit? Will Jordan's 
only response be to carry their com- 
plaint ‘to the “Arab wailing wall,” 
the UN Security Council? 

What alternatives aro there? The 
Arab-Israeli confrontation cannot 
go on as it is — neither peace nor 
war. What we have at present is 
nothing but a cancer which will 
slowly consume us all, 

There are two possible solutions: 
the’ military solution and the 
peaceful, political solution, 

I see no point in even discussing 
the chances of the Arabs launching 
a successful war to liberate parts or 
all of Palestine. 1 think Your Ma- 
jesty knows better than anybody 
else in the Arab world that Israel is 
armed to the teeth, Every power in 
the world recognizes them as an ex- 
ceptional military force. And it goes 
without saying, thet the United 
States will never allow Israel to suf- 
‘for a crippling defeat — even if it 
were possible to deféat her. 

Most importantly, Your Majesty, 
the great powers — knd the reat of 
the world community — will never 
allow cither side to start a full-scale 
war in the Middle East. 

Even were these factors not part 
of the military scenario, other ir- 
reconcilable elements in the Arab 
world handicap you. 


King: Hussein of Jordan 


A war on the scale it would re- 
quire to defeat (srael would exhaust 
the resources — financial, human, 
and military — of any of the Arab 
countries. Egypt learned this to its 
cost and sorrow. Egypt, in the end, 
sought peace. 

And if the Arab world has, to this 
day, failed to resolve the crisis in 
Lebanon, how do they believe they 
can solve the Palestinian problem? 

And a country like Saudi Arabia 
— wealthy beyond imagining, yet 
crying out for an arsenal of modern 
weapons — failed to lift the siege of 
the fanatics who held the Great 
Mosque in Mecca. Who can 
seriously believe that the Saudis 
want to fight Israel? : 


THEN what about a peaceful solu- 
tion to the conflict? 

To begin with, Jordan and the 
other Arab countries cannot deny 
that they gave their blessing to 
Resolution 242. This reveals that, 
politically speaking, they would 
consent to a peaceful solution. Nor 
did the Arab summit conference 
held in Baghdad after Sadat visited 
Jerusalem denounce a peaceful 
resolution. In fact, Iraq, which 
never accepted 242, signed the 
Baghdad summit’s resolutions, | 

But Jordan is the one Arab 
country most affected by the “hot 
peace-cold war” situation, 1 realize 
that Jordan could never undertake a 
peace initiative singlehanded; finan- 
cial considerations and its 
geographical situation —. sur: 
rounded as it is by Syria, Iraq and 
Israel — prohibit this. 

lalso realize that some people ad- 
vocate abandoning the West Bank 
simply to get Jordan off the hook of 
a seoming insoluble problem. They 
argue that the East Bank has 
managed very well without the West 
Bank since 1967. Also, there are 
many who believe that the political 
stalemate of the present dilemma {s 
to Jordan’s advantage: the country 
would lose a source of needed in- 
come if an independent Palestinian 
State were finally established. 

I know for'a fact that impottent 
Jordanian officials have ‘met with 
Isracli representatives on , several 
occasions, They came away ‘con- 


᾿ vinced that Israel wilt néver retreat 


from the West Bank territories, so 
they saw no point in continuing to 
negotiate. Jordan erred in 


negotiating directly and: in secret: 
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with Israel. The stronger partner 
customarily dictates the terms in 
such cases. Had Jordan engaged 4 
mediator — for instance the United 
States — it would have been ina 
Stronger position. Jordan must 
realize that it will never get from 
{srael the ideal, most satisfactory 
solution; in fact, Jordan's slogan, 
“All or nothing,” has brought about 
the present unsatisfactory situation. 


THE WORLD now recognizes the 
problem of the Palestinians in ths 
West Bank and Gaza, But the same 
world is still waiting for the Arabs (o 
sny cxactly what it is they 
wint to do. Why, one asks, did the 
Saudi peace initiative fail to men- 
tion explicitly that Israel has the 
right to exist in peace? The patent 
absence of such a resolve gave the 
Israelis a good argument that the 
Arabs cannot be trusted, that the 
Arabs want to have their cake and 
eat it, too, Why do the Arabs act 
like an ostrich hiding its head in the 
sand? 

Jordan, of course, has the right to 
reject the Camp David Accords, but 
does it have the right to base 
regional policy on this rejection? 
Why do they not ask the American 
administration to serve as 8 
mediator between Jordan and 
Israel, and possibly work out thelt 
own accords? . 

Many claim that the United 
States could not serve in such an un 
biased capacity because it is 80 
closely allied with Israel.This ig- 
nores a crucial fact: the Uni 
States played a major role in bring 
ing about Israel’s complete 
withdrawal from the Sinai. Bey 
only benefited from allowing 
American ‘mediation in its case. 

American Middle East policy hes 
shifted from blind support of Israel: 
they now acknowledge the impor- 
tance of helping the Arabs to 
restore their rights as an essen 
factor towards securing thelr own 
interests in the Middle East. You 
know far more about this, Your Ms 
jesty, than I. The United States 
seoms ready to use its: tics’ ν᾽ 
‘Israel! to influence her-in the direc: 
tlon of peaceful goals — 4% 
American goals. : 


COULD JORDAN work out & 

Jordanian-Palestinian peace: in- 

itiative to resolve the Palestinian 
- (Continued os p. 15) 
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OPINION 


AS | CONTEMPLATE events in 
the West Bank, | vividly recall a 
breakfast meeting with Moshe 
Dayan, then minister of defence, in 
the early hours of June 7, 1967, at 
the IDF General Headquarters. 
The meeting occurred minutes after 
1 had been appointed by Gen. 
Yitzhak Rabin as the first military 
governor of the West Bank and 
minutes before the final assault by 
paratroopers on the Old City of 
Jerusalem, 

Dayan’s instructions were clear 
and concise: “Let the Arabs rule 
themselves as far as possible. Don't 
try to interpose an Israeli ad- 
ministration." Then he added with a 
wry smile: “It is bad enough that we 
have to sutfer from the Israeli 
bureaucracy. Why should they suf- 
fer, too?" 

These words reflected the 
‘basically pragmatic approach of 
Moshe Dayan, which brought about 
the creation of a very successful ad- 
ministration in the territories and 
which was to be labelled by The New 
York Tunes as “surely the most 
liberal occupation in history." 

But this success would never have 
been achieved without Dayan keep- 
ing a ministerial finger on the pulse 
of the Arab population in the ter- 
titories and maintaining a constant 
dialogue with them, even with the 
most outspoken enemies of Israel). 
He was followed in this policy by 
Shimon Peres. 

Hours after that meeting on June 
7, | proposed bringing the Arab 
leaders of the West Bank together 
to grant them autonomy within the 
framework of Israeli sovereignty. 

In the coming days, my idea of 
autonomy was taken up by Arab 
leaders in the area who offered to 
cooperate in creating the necessary 
administration. 

They explained their enthusiasm 
for such an idea and pointed to King 
Hussein's unrelenting opposition to 
the creation of such a central ad- 
ministration in the West Bank, 
which had been divided into five 
districts, each reporting directly to 
Amman. 


DAYAN TURNED DOWN this 
proposal. He contended that there 
was undoubtedly a danger that the 
PLO, under Shukeiry, would take 
Over the autonomous administra- 
tion. Yigal Aljlon, on the other hand, 
supported the proposal. In his sup- 
port of this idea, and in his subse- 
quent Allon Plan — the only 
detailed, coherent proposal to have 
been presented by an Israeli leader 
for a solution to the /mpasse in the 
territories — he revealed his clear 
grasp, even at that very early stage, 
of the issues involved. 

It is the height of intellectual dis- 
honesty — or, possibly, it Is simply 
sheer ignorance — on the part of 


‘worldwide 


Shooting from the hip 


Chaim Herzog, Labour MK faults the government for its lack of 
foresight in dealing with the territories. 


those who claim that the current 
events in the West Bank are a result 
of the elections in 1976, and hence 
the fault of the Rabin Government. 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin's 
plan for autonomy calls for just such 
elections. What guarantee con he 
give that the results of those elec- 
tions will be different from those 
achieved in 19767 


THE DEVELOPMENTS over the 
past few weeks are a sad reminder 
of one of the basic failings οἱ the 
present government — its penchant 
for opening up as many fronts us 
possible simultaneously. 

It has succeeded in focusing in- 
ternational attention on the Golan 
Heights, where Israel had been do- 
ing what it wanted to do without ut- 
tracting any international attention. 

lt has succeeded in arousing 
trepidation ove: 
developments in Lebanon, with 
Israel being condemned betore any 
action has occurred. 

It has succeeded in focusing at- 
tention on the small Druse com- 
munity in the Golan whose cx- 
istence was almost entirely un- 
known until a few weeks ago. 

It has succeeded in making the 
events in the West Bank vie jor first 
place in international mediu 
coverage with those in Central 
America, 

It has succeeded in creating an 
image lor Jsruel which will lake 
years to repair — all this, tragically 
enough, while ‘israel is in the 
process of making an enormous 
sacrifice for peace in handing over 
oilfields, strategic depth, airtields, 
towns and villages. 


IHt IDEA of developing and sup- 
porting the village leagues has much 
to commend it, but only within the 
framework of reality. The rural pop- 
ulation accounts for over 70 per 
cent of the Arabs in Judea and 
Samaria, but this does not neces- 
sarily mean that the political 
standing of the village leagues has 
any strength in the areas. 

Apart from Mustafa Dudein, it is 
doubtful if there is any leader there 
of any stature. Only time will tell 
whether the village leagues can ac- 
cumulate power and standing 
among the rural Palestinian Arabs. 
But the process has not been given a 
chance. 5 

Once the village leagues began to 


‘develop, an intelligent approach 


would have been to allow them to 
develop gradually and unobtrusive- 
ly, on 8 local basis, devoting 
themselves entirely lo the represen- 
tation of the interests of the rural 
population, and ostensibly keeping 
clear of politics. 

Had the organization been given 
such a chance to develop and 
become a major factor in the rural 
population, it could then gradually 
have become a movement with in- 
creasing popular support. Its 
political yalue could then have been 
assessed, 

By forcing it to fly before it had 
grown wings, however, the Israeli 
administrution hus probably pre- 
judiced any chance οἱ the village 
leagues becoming α force to be 
reckoned with. 

Furthermore, the leagues should 
have been encouraged to project a 
pro-Jordanian image, thereby 
heading off an unnatural and 
hostile, Jordanian-PLO coalition. 

By the same token, it was unwise 
to cut olf any possibility of effective 
dialogue with extremists in the 
towns. Dayan hit hard when he had 
to, but at the same time he main- 
fained on ongoing dinlogue with the 
leadership, even with the must ex- 
treme elements thal were openly 
committed to the PLO. 


BUT PERHAPS the greatest error 
has been the Iailure to evaluate the 
position of the PLO when planning 
the recent moves in the territories. 

The PLO was in dire straits 
politically. 

An undercurrent of in- 
dependence from the PLO head- 
quarters in Beirut was growing 
among even the extreme Palestinian 
leaders in the West Bank. Indeed, 
this was a slow, imperceptible, but 
nonetheless inexorable develop- 
ment, which is inevitable in such 
circumstances. 

The PLO was going through one 
of its most difficult periods. 

And then the Israeli government 
came to its rescue, creating a focus 
‘for unrest in the territories 
themselves and giving rise to an un- 
precedented outburst of Arab 
nationalism, which is now beginning 
to have its effect on Israeli Arabs, 
too. 


THIS ERROR was compounded by 
a serious miscalculation on the part 
of the Israeli government when it 
elevated the PLO, by virtue of its of- 


ficial announcements, to be its main 
opponent and interlocutor in the 
territories, 

For years, Israel has maintained 
rightly that the PLO is not the sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
Arabs, Now Sharon has given the 
PLO equal status with Israel in the 
current controntation. 

Instead of taking up cudgels on 
behalf of the Palestinian Arabs in 
the territories, the vast bulk of 
whom have no illusions about their 
fate if the PLO were to take over in 
the territories, and of holding itseti 
up as the champion of the right of 
the Palestinian Arabs to cxpress 
themselves and to make their own 
decision on the issue of autonomy, 
the government has turned the 
confrontation into one between 
Israel and the PLO, thus giving the 
PLO the standing it previously 
lacked and was secking. 

By announcing that current 
developments in the West Bank are 
a fight to the bitter end with the 
PLO, the government has turned 
the PLO into a focus. The sense of 
independence trom the Beirut 
leadership among local leaders in 
the West Bank has been destroyed. 
The PLO has assumed a legitimacy 
even aS tar as the Jordanians are 
concerned, although Jordan 1s 
aware that the PLO represents αὶ Jur 
greater threat to the Jordanian 
throne than ty Isritel. 

What js, particularly dangerous in 
the present situation 1s that i!’ mat- 
ters get out of hand, Israel will not 
even be able to save the Palestinians 
from themselves. 

Once again, one can witness the 
tragedy which has lor years beset 
the Palestinian Arab people. They 
have always been pawns in the 
hands of the Arab governments and 
of outsiders, They have never been 
allowed to address their own in- 
teresis. Time and again they have 
turned down proposals which, if ac- 
cepted, would have given them in- 
dependent statehood long ago. 

But time and again their 
leadership, invariably abroad, has 
refused to settle for Jess than 100 
per cent of their demands, Any 
compromise has always been re- 
jected — the Peel Partition Plan in 
1938; the Anglo-American Commis- 
sion solution in 1946; the UN 
Resolution setting up Jewish and 
Arab states in 1947; the establish- 
ment of 8 Palestinian state in Gaza 
by the Palestinian leadership in 


1948, which was blocked by the 
Arab governments; and the 
autonomy proposal of Menachem 
Begin which, if accepted, could well 
lead to a Palestinian state. 


IT WAS A MISTAKE to dismiss 
the mayors in the West Bunk towns, 
not because they are not hostile to 
israel. They are. But their interests 
do not always coincide with those of 
the PLO in Beirut or the royal court 
in Jordan, 

The differences must be exploited. 
The mayors could have been 
brought by an officer to the civil 
governor, Professor Menachem 
Milson, whenever he so desired. 
Their summary dismissal, however, 
seems to be of doubttul value. If no 
alternative Arab leaders emerge to 
replace them, [sraeli officers will be 
saddled with the unenviable and un- 
desirable task of administering Arub 
populations. 

Furthermore, the government is 
committed to uiltonomy. To 
achieve this, free elections will be 
held. If these mayors ure elected 
again, will they be eligible to serve 
on the administrative council of the 
autonomous region” On what basis 
can autonomy be achieved it not on 
the basis of the existing municipal 
government? 

It is in Israel's interests now to 
restore normakty as quickly as pus- 
sible. While not wishing to be ruled 
by Israel, the populution has a 
vested interest in living in peace and 
developing economically. 

These are the wunerests that Israel 
should toster. Any departure trom i 
liberal policy — subject to the basie 
security requirements of lhe 
country — must eredle a policy of 
force. And ἃ pohcy ol force cannot 
he αὶ lasting policy. 


THE GOVERNMENT'S palicy is to 
apply autonomy. But 1 do nut 
believe the government is allowing 
the movement towards autonamy to 
develop naturally within the ter- 
ritories. 

It tt wants autonomy it can create 
the necessary atmosphere and con- 
ditions for aulonomy; it cannot im- 
pose autonomy. 

An attempt to impose autonomy 
could bring chaos. And just as the 
“open bridges" developed gradually 
over the years so, too, could 
autonomy develop il given a 
chance. But rushing things im- 
patiently in the Arab world — by at- 
tempting to impose the village 
leagues, ‘by attempting to’ impose 
autonomy Dbelore these concepts 
have even been absorbed in the 
consciousness of the population — 
leads only to the developments to 
which we are witness today. 

“Shooting from the hip” cannot 
be classified as a policy. There must 
surely be an alternative. 


An open letter to King Hussein from a Palestinian writer and politician 


(Continued from p.14) 
problem and help create same sort 
of Palestinian entity? Such a plan 
would have to include: explicit 
recognition of Israel’s right to exist 
within recognized borders; the West 
Bank and Gaza coming under an in- 
ternational mandate for a short in- 
terim period; demilitarization of the 
West Bank and Gaza; joint 


Jordanian-lsracli arrangements for . 


watching the border; Jerusalem uni- 
ted but shared; and free elections, 
with a view to Palestinian self-rulc.., 

The Palestinian ‘entity so es- 
tablished should get up a confedera- 
tion with Jordan based on total 


squelity, But the pre-1967 θχ-. 
perience of the former East Bank-.,; 


Weat Bank union should not be 


Published weekly: April 18-24, 1982 


‘repeated; the old relationship 


should be only a general blue-print 
for the future. 

No one can expect this to be an 
easy task. ft will be difficult to bring 
all the parties involved to the 
negotiating table, and harder stilt to 
wring certain conceasions from the 
Israelis. But we must convince the 
world that we want a genuine 
ce and we must prove this by 
actions and not just by words, 

- Does Your Majesty want to know 
how the people of the occupled 


_aréas feel about Jordan's part in the 


ongoing Gulf war? I can only say 
‘thal. they cannot see how the win. 
ging of 8. war in “the Eastern Gate’ 
85 Jordan puts it) is αὶ step towards 
berating Palestine. No one is 


fooled by this rhetoric. We have our 
own daily battles and do not need 
the Iraqi war bulletins broadcast 
from Amman, 

Ts Jordan supporting Iraq in this 
war simply because Israel has sup- 
‘ported Iran? Would you accept Iran 
supporting Syria, just because Israel 
supported Jordan In 1970? One can 
only be reminded of basketball fans 
screaming: their allegiance to their 
favourite team! 

Jordan supports the Moslem 
Brotherhood in Syria, and it isa fact 
that Jordan has supporied the 
fanatical elements Inside Egypt. 
Why is Jordan involved in this 
multi-front activity? Is Jordan some 
major world power? Or is Jordan a 
“hired gun,” a mercenary force? 


We Palestinians do not want the 
kind of religious fanatics who, at a 
university near Jerusalem, threw a 
professor out of his second-storey 
window and who have stabbed their 
political opponents in the name of 
God, the All-Merciful. We do not 
want the civil strife that this brand 
of I[slamic fundamentalism has 
brought inta every Arab, country, 
damaging the true face and the 
reputation of Islam —~ α faith based 
on love, forgiveness and non- 
violence. cle. pea? 

Palestine has always enjoyed a 
healthy pluralism. Many different 
kinda of Arabs have ‘traditionally 
lived here together and’ benefited 
from ‘each other. Are we to look 
forward to another Lebanon here? 
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Isn’t it enough that Arabs have 
together destroyed the good 
Lebanese example of what a stable 
and free Middle Eastern nation can 
be? 


YOUR MAJESTY, I ask you to 
heed the voice of the Palestinians 
themselves. No peace can be es- 
tablished for us — the victims of this 
conflict — without your participa- 
tion in that peace. Jordan can only 
benefit from a change in attitude 
and behaviour towards the people - 


of the West Bank and Gaza, and πὶ 7 a, 


change in policy towards the resolu- 
on of the Palestinian problem. 

: ABU ZERR ΕἸΚΟΘΑΕΕΑΒΕ 
(The writer has chosen to use a pen- 
Haniel 
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BOOKS 


HISTORIANS OF the 
revolutionary movement in Russia 
ofien emphasize the high percen- 
tage of Jews among its leaders and 
participants. Their large number as- 
sumed the aspect of a myth, and was 
exploited by many politicians dwell- 
ing on the pathological features of 
Jewish fife al the end of the 
nineteenth and the beginning of the 
twentieth century. Anti-Semites 
found something demonic in all 
these Jewish radicals; they felt it 
justified their demand to solve the 
Jewish problem once and for all. 

In the context of the far-reaching 
social changes among Russian Jews 
in this period, it becomes clear that 
the participation of Jews in the Rus- 
sian radical movement was only one 
extreme manifestation of the radical 
spirit that had informed Russian 
Jewry as a whole, Deep down, there 
was a fierce desire to change utterly 
the life of the Jewish people, and 
prepare it for that stage of history 
where, radicals of all categories 
believed, world-wide revolution 
would occur scon, 

The Jewish radical who had only 
briefly emerged from the ghetto was 
in a dilemma. He wanted to work in 
a Jewish frame, and for his people 
(which naturally implied that their 
existence as Jews was worth main- 
taining). Yet he was attracted by the 
more international radical move- 
ment, with its belief that a com- 
prehensive revolution would solve 
the Jewish problem also, Very few, 
in the belief that it didn't make dis- 
tinctions between movements, 
resolved their dilemma by joining 
the more general movement. Most 
Jewish radicals did not evade this 
difficult issue, Jonathan Frankel's 
book on the Jewish socialists in 
Russia deals with these brave spirits 
who didn't take the casy way out. 

Various thinkers and social 
reformers evolved their own solu- 
tion to the Jewish problem. Then 
the different political parties and 
social movements would adopt their 
solutions and aitempt to translate 
them into αὶ political programme. 
Frankel examines the close relation 
of theory and practice, and attempts 
to explain the reason for the 
changes in social thought in terms 
of the conatricting historical context 
and the impact of contemporary 
politics, 

These daring new doctrines ef- 
fected a deep change in Jewish fife, 
And it was in this period that the 
threatening features of modern anti- 


Semitismn were first discerned, Ll no 
longer needed religious justifica- 
tion, and wauldn't stop at violence 
oral the aitempt physically to wipe 
out the Jews, Nationalist move- 
Ments in Europe were hugely suc- 
cessful, and in spite of [ls many 
critics nationalism was beginning to 
attract the masses. The author right- 
jy remarks that the national 
awakening, whose final aim was the 
ronewal of sovercign Jewish ex- 
istence in the historic homeland, 
preceded the socialist penetration 
of the Jewish world. Jn any event, 
once the steti had absorbed the no- 
tion of social reform, a new mes- 
sianic dimension was added to 
belief in ἃ natlonal revival. 

It is clear, from the writing of the 
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PROPHECY AND POLITICS: 
Socialiam, Nationallam and the Rus- 
slan Jews. 1862-1917 by Jonathan 
Frankel. Cambridge University 
Press, 686 pp. No price stated, 


Eli Shaitiel 


advocates of Jewish socialism, that 
messianic belief was present in all 
strains of Jewish radical thought in 
Russia. I gave many their strength 
in fighting for their ideas in an unen- 
durable present, and without the 
faintest glimmer that belief in α bet- 
ter future was well based, The 
Jewish socialists, who wouldn't give 
up their belief in the right of their 
people to maintain an Independent 
national existence, were attacked 
by the internationalists. They were 
unable to admit, it was charged, that 
the two most important tenets of 
their socialist creed were Incom- 
patible, 


THESE Jewish socialists, in- 
fluenced aa they had been by the 
thinking of the internationalists, 
found it hard to deny this charge. 
But their attitude, which had 
seemed so thoroughly ambivalent, 
turned out to be rooted in reality. 
The emphasia given to the national 
or socialist element changed with 
the circumstances, When it seemed 
that revolution was at hand (as in 
1905), there was an increased 
tendency to forgo, if only for the 
moment, the national component, 
When revolutionary hope dimmed 
and it became clear the Jews were 
to be the scapegoat, all branches of 
the Jewish radical movement fell 
back on nationaliam. 

This threading of their way 
among ideologies, and the 
desperate attempt of these radicals 
to formulate a view of the Jewish 
past that would explain its tur- 
bulence, and point the way to a bet- 
ter future, did not take place in a 
peaceful society. The Jewish world 
had begun to collapse, and it was 
tmpoasible to ignore the powerful 
forces threatening to rend the fabric 
of Jewish life. it is not by chance 
that the term stychla came to oc- 
cupy ἃ central place in the thought 
of many of that generation, Jn that 
period, millions of European Jews 
immigrated to America. The 
traditional leaders — both the 
religious and the wealthy — were 
unable to cope with the new 
historical process, and couldn't do 
plore than help the needy, This was 
a period in which the demographic 
structure of the Jewish people was 
changed beyond recognition, and 
traditional beliefs were shattered, 

The Jewish cadicals believed that 
il was their task to indicate the way 
for their psople. They thought it 
erucial to fuse the two options: 
nationalism or socialism, Despite 
their sharp Internal rivalries, which 
may give the impression that they 
were divided by unbridgeable dif- 
ferences, their dispute really 
centred on the “preferred fusion 
formula" — how much nationalism 
can be mixed with socialism to ar- 
tive at the correct compound? 


THE SUBTITLE of the book seems 
a littio inaccurate, for it has sizeable 
chapters also on the now centres of 
Jewish life: the large immigrant 
population in the U.S, and the 
burgeoning workers’ movement in 
Eretz Yisrael, But the title is not 


really inaccurate, for the author 
demonatrates the clear link between 
the evolving of social thearies in the 
Russian Pale of Settlement, and 
their later development in the new 
countries, . 

Moreover, till the end of World 
War 1, and perhaps even later, 
Jewish radicalism in the United 
States was shaped by the search for 
appropriate responses to events in 
Russia. Even when it came to 
number three million, the Jewish 
immigrant population in the New 
World continued to view itself as a 
branch of the he/mland: Russia, The 
young Aalutzim in Eretz Yisraet 
maintained that they wanted to cut 
themselves off from thelr past. In 
fact, the reader will discover a 
thread connecting ideas they had in 
Eretz Yisrael with ideas developed 
in the Pale of Settlement, In fact, 


the ideas they brought with them to 
the Orient embodied largely Rus- 
sian, and non-Jewish, conceptions 
of the world, 

Frankel interweaves his ac- 
count of the radical movements (the 
Bund, Poalei Zion and others) with 
absorbing analyses of the leading 
Jewish socialist thinkers — 
Borochov, Syrkin, Zhitlowski — 
from whose thought the movements 
derived their programmes, His book 
begins with a fascinating chapter on 
Moses Hess and Aaron Lieberman. 
Why does he choose these two 
thinkers, who could be described as 
Premature prophets? The reason 
becomes clear in the course of his 
initial argument, He maintains con- 
vincIngly that socialism first began 
to influence Russian Jewry in 1881, 
after the pogroms, It was then that 
the weakness and self-deception 
became clear of the representatives 
of Emancipation, Their desperate 
attempts to integrate into society 
did nothing to diminish anti- 
Semilism. And it seemed the 
authorities had discovered that to 
incite pogroms channelled the 
frustration of the masses, Jewry's 
altered state at the close of the cen- 
tury could no longer be ignored. 

The greatness of Moses Hess lay 

in his ability to grasp this very carly 
on, and to foresee its development. 
He was much derided in his lifetime 
but πὸ turned out to be the prophet 
of tho realistic approach, Frankel 
describes how he resisted his 
tendency to dissociate himself from 
the fate of the Jewish people, 
and serve instead the world- 
revolution. Finally, Hess realized 
that the only solution for the Jews 
was renewed national sovereignty. 
Hess analysed very clearly the 
Bnomaly of Jewish existence. — 
Frankel observes that, much of 
Marx's view of the Jewish people 
had been developed previously by 
him — but would not accept it as in- 
herent, and thought it could be 
removed, 


HESS AND LIEBERMAN did not 
touch the masses in their lifetime 
but after their deaths were regarded 


as founding fathers, Syrkins’ praise 
for them is more than the eulogy of 
a disciple, There is a definite line of 
tranamission in Jewish socialism, 
and Moses Hess is the first link in 
this revolutionary movement which 
so changed the nature of Jewish ex- 
istence, Hoss and Lieberman be- 
queathed to their successors their 
moral fervour, and their dedication 
despite the mockery they en- 
countered, 

The claims of the Jewish socialist 
movements that they were the 
representatives of the Jewish people 
seem, in context, impudent and hol- 
low. The Second Aliya halut- 
zint, as Frankel stresses repeatedly, 
numbered only a few hundred 
enthusiastic young people. Yet even 
in conditions of physical hardship, 
and hounded by representatives of 
the old Yishuv, the members of 
Poalei Zion and Hapoel Hatzair 
acted as if they would one day 
determine the Jewish future, and be 
in the van leading battles, 

No doubt their moral fervour 
helped them keep up their spirits, 
However, fervour alone couldn't 
account for the feeling that the 
future belonged to them even 
though their present was quite 
bleak. It seems the halutzim in Eretz 
Yisrael, and the leaders of the 
Jewish labour movement in the 
U.S., derived their faith in the 
future from the assumption that 
they had a correct grasp of the 
direction and meaning of the new 
historical processes the Jewish peo- 
ple were undergoing. 

In the same way, the members of 
Hapoe) Hatzuir rejected the 
Marxist-Socialist analysis, and 
maintained that a dedicated in- 
dividual could change the world, 
Hapoel Hatzair was “socialist” — 
though it wouldn't ‘admit it — and 
the Marxist movements also were 
idealistic in one way or another. 
Frankel makes it very clear that it 
was the movements which weren't 
over-dogmatic, or dominated by 
deterministic notions, which 
managed to grasp the situation, and 
Teact to il appropriately. After all, 
the kibbutz movement, and even 
the idea of cooperation, were op- 
posed to the viewpoint of the two 
workers’ parties of the Second Αἰΐνα 
period, Immigrants arriving with a 
belief in the “conquest of work,” 
who were prepared to 
prolctarianize themselves and to 
wage war on the First Aliya 
colonies, quickly abandoned these 
attitudes, established sottlements of 
their own, and themselves became 
“propertyowners” and independent 
settlers, 

The radical internationalists oNten 
accused Abe Cahan, the editor of 
the New York Forverts, of sacrific- 
ing his socialist principtes, and with 
flattering the prejudices of his 
readers. But it was his lack of 
dogmatism, and his realization that 
vision and politics had to be com- 
bined, which made his newspaper 
the oh nea of a large and 
powertul public. It had seemed to 
relinquish its aim of educating the 
masses yet it turned out to be the 
great educator, It was powerful 
enough to influence the develop- 
ment of ita Jewish working-class 
readership, and forced the 


American Jewish Committee, which. 


provided the traditional teadorship 
of American Jewry, to take it into 
account, : ᾿ 


THE DOCTRINAIRES, who had 
averted their cyea and failed to 


acknowledge the constraints im-. 


fond by politics, became marginal. 


e radical internationalists relin- Ὁ 
quished the Jewish component of ΄ 
thelr programme after 1918," 
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became part of the international 
communist movement, and were 
forgotten. The integration of Jewish 
workers into American society 
eliminated the workers’ movement, 

The Bund, too, gradually lost its 
raison d'étre. This Yiddishist move- 
ment seemed fossilized to the 
English-speaking second genera. 
tion. Yet the Bund has not been 
treated fairly by Zionist historians. 
For many years, even after it no 
longer competed for the souls of 
young Jews, they still presented it as 
a dangerous adversary to be fought. 
Dwelling on its opposition to 
Zionism, they ignored what it had 
done to assist the Jewish masses at a 
time of privation. 

Jonathan Frankel, who surveys 
this stormy perlod from the view- 
point of the Pale of Settlement, pre- 
sents the Bund as a movement that 
attempted, despite much opposi- 
tion, to defend Jewish tradition and 
culture. At a time when Zionism 
had attracted few followers — for, 
of course, most Jews adopted the 
private solution: immigration — the 
Bund defended the national and 
class interests of Jewish workers, 
Zionist movements also were in- 
fluenced and encouraged by the 
Bund, Its opponents and com- 
petitors quietly took over much of 
its programme without 
acknowledgement. 


IN THE author's preface, he 
acknowledges the very well-known 
English historian, Ε, H. Carr, as his 
teacher. Carr wrote a 14-volume 
history of the Russian Revolution 
and of the Soviet Union till the time 
when Stalin consolidated his posi- 
tion. Writing the history of the vic- 


tors, Carr ignored the losers, and 
was criticized for giving his study an 
unnecessarily deterministic cnst. {t 
{s Jonathan Frankel’s special virtue 
that he did not adopt his teacher's 
attitude. Frankel avoids the kind of 
hindsight available to the scholar 
who knows which historical move- 
ments, or readings of the times, 
were endorsed by history, The 
historian has to resist the tempte- 
tion to place Zionism at the centre 
of his argument, and to present the 
other versions of Jewish socialism as 
mistaken and misleading. If he had 
yielded to that temptation, Frankel 
would have given ἃ distorted picture 
of the ideologies that disputed with 
each other for the new Jewish 
generation. 

It did transpire. that those who 
mixed more nationalism with their 
socialism arrived at a better com- 
pound, and didn't succumb to ἃ 
faith In universal panacéas. 
However, in studying things as they 
were, Frankel knows the power an 
unalloyed socialism had over Jewish 
communities whose foundations 
had subsided, and who were 
searching for a new frame that 
wouldn't negate the individual or 
saérifice him on the altar of; Klal, 
Yisrael, oe oct 

This work involved many years of 
research, contains many important 
insights, and presents conclusions 
that are likely to have a permanent 
validity, It provides the close 
reader with an instrument for 
analysing. events .and provessts 
shaping the Jewish people today. 
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RELIGION 


DURING AN Easter sermon nearly 
1800 years ago, the Bishop of 
Sardes, in Asia Minor, accused the 
Jews of deicide, the “killing of 
God," 

This May the guest house of Nes 
Ammim (“Sign to the Nations," but 
also “Miracle of the Nations") in 
Western Galilee will be officially in- 
augurated in the presence of the 
Minister of Tourism. 

The connection is less obscure 
than it seems. Nes Ammim, 
between Acre and Nahariya, is a 
Christian cooperative settlement es- 
tablished just 20 years ago, a moshav 
shitufi in every sense. Its purpose is 
no less than to change Christianity's 
attitude loward the Jews, lo right a 
long and complicated theological 
and historical wrong, to “turn aver 
a new leaf in Jewish-Christian 
relations,"* 

The reference to the Bishop of 
Sardes is the first in a list of wrongs - 
perpetrated by Christians, 
enumerated in Nes Ammim's state- 
ment of purpose. Then come 
Bishop Ambrosius, the Crusades, 
Martin Luther, and on to the 
Holocaust. 

At Nes Ammim, the idea of mis- 
sionary work among Jews is un- 
thinkable, precisely because the aim 
is to correct what is Seen as an un- 
cient Christian error. This is the 
Church doctrine, “foreseen by Pau) 
and warned against, but 
nevertheless ignored by the early 
Church”: that God had “repudiated 
His Covenant with Israel and re- 
established it with those who ac- 
cepted the Messiah, i.e,, the Gentile 
Church,” which made itself the new 
heir to the Covenant. Thus, wrongly . 
— in the Nes Ammim view — “the 
Church came to believe that it was 
not only the branch, but the trce 
and roots us well.” A oS 

To help rediscover the “basic 
spiritual unily’’ between 
Christianity and Judaism is surely a 
large task for a small rural com- 
munity — now about 18% people, 
comprising 25 families and their 
children, plus some permanent 
single members, and another 40 or 
so volunteers who come for a year's 
work. Most of the settlers are from 
Holland; others are from 
Switzerland, Germany, Sweden, 
Canada and England. It is a young 
group, with an average age of about 
30; the volunteers are in their lwen- 
ties, and the oldest permanent 
members are nearing their forties, 
Some have been members for two 
or three years, others for five years 
or more, 

The people of Nes Ammim are 
hard-working, but [ heard a great 
deal of laughter when I visited 
recently, and they are certainly 
anything but fanatics — they are far 
from fundamentalism, they are not 
“born again,” and they are not 
awaiting any imminent cong of 
the Messiah, Perhaps because of the 
absence of fanaticism, Hebrew is 
not spoken among the members as 
much as they might wish it to be, in-' 
stead of Dutch or German or 
English. The children, however, go, 
to school at neighbouring Moshav 
Regha, the older ones at Kibbutz’ 
Kabri, and a teacher comes ‘from 
Regha to give Hebrew lessons to the - 
adults, : a 

The bables' dre predominantly | 
blond, but otherwise the crops are’ 
standard for Israel — roses (six mils” 
lidn stilpped abroad in gdod years. 
and bad), avocadoes, cotton, and’ 
cabbage. There are lectures and 
Seminars, and plans to develop Nes' 
Ammith as a centre for educational ᾿ 
programmes and theological 
dialogue. ᾿ we Wee ee 


ated 


IT IS A “good story" abroad, and ° 


with a cause 


-HELGA. DUDMAN drops in at Nes Ammim, 
a settlement in Western Galilee dedicated 
to improving Christian-Jewish relations. 


has been well covered by the 
foreign media, for this is an upbeat 
and attractive mixture ~ earnest 
idealism, photogenic agriculture, 
cheerful and healthy young people 
in an environment that js almost in- 
credibly clean and tidy. For some 
time it has been on the tourist map 
of knowledgeable Israeli guides who 
work with foreign visitors, and last 
year 20,000 guests came to have a 
look. A 42-bed youth hostel, 
beautifully planned with sleeping 
quarters around a plant-Tilled 
central patio, is already in opera- 
tion. 

So the entrance into commercial 
tourism, planned and already 
“marketed" four years ago, is a 
natural development, with the 
government's blessing and the usual 
tourism loans. The new three-star 
guest house, which.hos been run- 
ning in for severat months, has 48 
double rooms, fully carpeted, all 
with bath/shower, radio, and aircon- 
ditioning. All is light, airy, casual, 
and ¢omfortable, with an especially 
pleagant' lounge and bar, dining 
room,, ‘gift shop, and swimming 
podh ἡ 

“The ‘day 1 happened to visil,'a 
group of 80 Germans had just left, 
ard ‘a larger group of Americans 

s‘due that evening, Since the ma- 
jatity "af yiatte 
fdteign' tcuristé, the Nes Atimim 
enterprise is likely to be a better 
foreign-currency earner than most 
mid Isrhelihostelries,”* : 

"rhe" Hotel tharidger is named 
Mpshe-‘Dayan, which will impress 
guedilf Hétis tile former manager of 
the kibbutz guesthouse at 
Ηρα, and Js enthusiastic 


"viskters will probably be - 


about the potential of his new 
enterprise. Dayan lives in Kiryat 
Bialik; it has been agreed that no 
Jews are to live at Nes Ammim. 

Special care has been taken to 
provide easy access for the han- 
dicapped to all facilities. The 
lounge, for example, has been plan- 
ned so that wheelchairs can 
mancuyer easily, and several rooms 
have special arrangements in the 
bathroom, and intercom, links with 
adjoining rooms, “When we decide 
to do something, we try to do it 
thoroughly,” Kees de Gier, director 
of the youth hostel, guest house pro- 
ject, and study programmes, told 
me. 

Much of the warm rustic charm 
of the interiors comes from the 
widespread use of wood in furniture 
and panelling, not often en- 
countered in public interiors in 
Israel. But this is natural in a settle- 
ment whose members are rooted in 
northern European cultures, and 
even more natural because Nes Am- 
mim has a thriving carpentry shop, 
which did all the work for the guest 
house, The smoothness of the stair- 
railings makes the visitor aware that 
some especially loving hand has 
been al work, 

Plans for the guest house are by a 
Nes Ammim member who ts an 
architect —- Yaskov Baulerson, 
originally from Holland. Now that 
the building” is up, he doubles as 
barlender in the ‘lounge. Much 
more use was made of local 
materials than fs evident in’ many. 
contemporary Israeli buildings, 
both public and private; { was hap- 
py to see not a trace of Italian 
ceramics, Even more impreasive,, 
these days, ia the fact that the con- 


(raduiqay) 


struction was done by Nes Ammim 
members. 

| CANNOT vouch for the food, 
since the day I visited there were no 
guests in the hotel dining room, and 
I ate with the members in the 
kibbutz-style cafeteria. [t happened 
to be a day of Dutch-style 
drenching rain, and the food had u 
hearty Dutch flavour — boiled 
potatoes, boiled cabbage 
(delicious), meat stew, and a pan- 
cuke for dessert. 

“Our kitchen cannot help being 
European, but we now have 
someone who is helping us to make 
it more ‘tsraeli,"” Kees de Gier told 
me. The dining room tables were, 
however, beautifully luid in an- 
ticipation of that evening's tourist 
group, with ycllow roses at cach 
table. Grade C roses, which cannot 
be exported, | was told, bur they 
looked fine to me. 

Visitors who wish to four the 
premises will receive friendly ex- 
planations of the elements here — 
agricultural, sovial, and theological. 
The huge rose hothouse und pack- 
ing house is the latest in horti- 
technology, but 1 was even more 
taken by the geranium branch. | 
have a great weakness for this har- 
diest of all blooms, and here we 
have a situation where geraniunis 
are exported to Europe: selected 
plants are fown here front Holland, 
cuttings are taken und grown under 
plastic in the warm Israeli winter, 
and then sent buck to Holland — 
where, as inthe rest of Europe, ger- 
aniums ubound, Another part ΟἹ the 
lurge greenhouse 1s leised by Kib- 
butz Beit Ha’emek for growing 
house plaints. 

There is also ἃ plan to plant the 
open area around the guest house us 
4 Botagival garden with indigenous 
grasses — under direction from the 
Technion, So far this project has not 
developed. 

In view af the dire conditivn οἱ 
many of the country’s cash crops, | 
asked de Gier whether they were 
also disconsolate at Nes Ammim. 
“We had some good years with 
roses, and we will again,” he suid, 
and added, “There's a Dutch 
proverb that says, ‘If a farmer isn't 
complaining, it's a sign thai he's 
sick." On the same day that many 
of the country's flower growers 
were demonstrating in Jerusalem, 
Nes Ammim representatives were in 
Jerusalem too — but to meet the 
delegation from Holland that 
brought flowers (Ὁ the city. 


THE CARPENTRY shop seemed 
to me a special joy, and doing very 
well — as any small, well-run 
carpentry shop with a specially is 
bound to be these days. At Nes Am- 
mim the speciality is staircases, and 
the shop fills orders for private 
homes and contractors. Hard at 
work in the immaculate workshop 
were severpl young men, Dutch and 
German, ‘who appeared to be 
laughing their heads off while saw- 
ing, planing, measuring. “We have 
six highly skilled carpenters, who've 
been here Jor two to lene years, 
and {seemed ridiculéus, fo have 
these people cutting roses 
told me, (He himself was formerly a 
achool headmaster! jis” own, lwo 
children wéke borti in Igrdél.) 
The idel, of Nes Agimin began 
nearly 30 yelurs προ in“Tiberias, with 
a βίδαι deal of help tron Kibbutz 
Ayelet Hashahar, A’ Dutth’ doclor, 
Dr, Johan Pilon, begin wotking αἱ 
the Scottish Hospital ip Tiberias as 
a missloniary doctor; ἘΔ Πότ. he had 
been in Indonesia,’ Tit “tibdHas he 


came it contact with Shidinb Bezek 


(originally ‘from Holland) “but then’ 


Tiving at Ayelet Hashahar 0) ὁ 
During the next seyatal yobis, Dr. 


Pilon developed « different view of 
Israel. Encouraged by new thinking 
within the Dutch Reformed Church 
on the relationship between the 
Church and the Jews, and after long 
talks with his Jewish Triends, he 
totally revised his position so thal 
“dialogue instead of mission” 
becume, as he wrote, “something 
totally revolutionary, requiring an 
entirely new theologicul orientation 
of Christianity with regard to 
Jewish-Christian relations." 

The idea took shape; an inter- 
national conference was held in 
Holland in 1960. A “constitution” 
was written and presented to the 
Israeli government, and tind was 
bought — eccumenically enough, 
from n Druse sheikh — on the plain 
between Acre and Nahariya. 

As might be expected, the going 
was far fram cusy. When Levi 
Eshkol became premicr in 1962, he 
wis immediately attacked by the 
Orthodox parties for “giving uid in 
the establishment of un entire vil- 
lage of missionaries.” A public 
storm and press protests followed; 
there wis more soul-searching, 
More guarantees, and na Knesset 
vonunittee investigated the whole 
affair. 

The Nes Ammim iniliators were 
experiencing the worst of both 
worlds, because many Christian 
church groups opposed the esperi- 
ment precisely on the grounds that 
it Wils nut to be ἃ missionury moves 
ment, 

binally, in 1984. Uhe green light 
was given. A Swiss cuuple arrived 
and seuled in an οἱ bus on un- 
cultivated land. and Shlomu Besek 
arrived as technical adviser, ats: 
signed ta Nes Ammim by Ayelet 
Hashahar. 


THERE WILL alu.tys be problema, 
hut today the pluce is Mourishing 
Relations with Kibbutz Lohamet 
Wageta'ou — which the hand Οἱ 
fate and the site of the Druse 
sheikh's property made a close 
neighbour — are excellent. A rabbi 
of Nahariya, who had led fierce 
local oppasition to Nes Ammim, 
visited (ar the first time in 1970 and, 
after Jong discussion, friendly reia- 
tions evolved, 

When I asked de Gier why Nes 
Ammim attracts young people from 
abroad who are hard working and 
appear perfectly well adjusted, he 
replied; “This is a time when people 
are turning back and looking for 
values. The Christian churches are 
discovering the roots of Christianity 
in Judaism. And this country is still 
in the challenging period of building 
itself.” 

Dr, Piton died in 1975 and is 
buried at Nes Ammim. Christine 
Pilon, his widow, lives permanently 
in the village. She is a woman of 
great warmth, articulateness, and 
obvious idealism. It was she who 
walked with me through the mud 
and driving rain to see the carpentry 
shop, She is always rendy to explain, 
once again, the principles of her 
hisband's dream, and probably 
does a better job of public relations 
with Christian visitors than do any 
number of emissaries abroad, (With 
Nes Ammim “Boards” in Holland, 
Switzerland, and Germany,’ and 
organizations of '‘Friends” in 
Belgium, Canada, Sweden, and 
the United States, the new guest 
hduse is likely to do very well this 
season, even in the face of declining 
tourism.) 

"We don't think of ourselves as 
‘Christian Zionists", she told me, 
“and anyway I don’t like the term. 
We live and work here to show our 
Solidarity —- by actions, not words ᾿ 
— with Targel, (he land that belongs 
to-the Jewish people.” ‘a 
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TRANSITIONS. 


MONDAY, MARCH 8 (Jerusalem 
to Nevior) — “It's heartbreaking, 
giving up all this,” says my seatmate 
on the bus, a fellow reservist. We 
have just passed through Eilat and 
are approaching the Taba 
roadblock, the demarcation line 
between Israel proper and Israel- 
occupied Sinai. 

I'm not so ready to agree. We've 
hardly got into Sinai, and my 
frimary emotion is-still relief 
that our destination is the base 
al Neviot, far from the trauma of 
Hatzar Adar, Yamit and Talmei 
Yosef, the shared agony of soldier 
and settler on the “other side” of 
Sinai. 

We are joining our unit in 
Southern Sinai, in the area known 
as Marshal the Hebrew acronym for 
Merhay Shlomo. ? 

For us, Neviot — we prefer its 
Arabic name, Nueiba — will be only 
a way-station, We are to spend our 
miluim at Rom-El, high in the 
mountains of south-central Sinai. 
Not much of a place to get the 
desert suntan we'd been hoping for. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 9 (Neviat to 
Rom-El) — We are up early, at the 
not-so-gentle insistence of the 
sergeant-major, for the second half 
of our journey. It will take six hours 
to cover the 140-odd kilometres up 
to Rom-El, the last part of it almost 
a vertical climb. Someone has told 
us that the ride up the mountain is 
an exercise in agony. 

Our transport is late and it is only 
at noon (hat we leave on the first leg 
of our trip, to Bir Sa’al, 90 minutes 
inland on the edge of the Israel- 
Egypt buffer zone that runs from El- 
Arish to Ras Muhammed along the 
spine of Sinai. 

From there we'll have to get 
another lift south, to the Natzeb 
checkpoint, and up to our post op- 
posite Santa Katerina. 

Along the way, we are forced to 
slop to allow passage for two 
heavily-loaded Reo trucks making 
their tortuous ascent, Each carries a 
pair of prefabricated shacks, taking 
them north to Israel from one of the 
evacuated bases in Central Sinai, 

Below us is a valley, a long stretch 
of sand between reddish crags. In 
the distance, a solitary figure, a 
speck of black, walks slowly 
towards a lone tent tucked into the 
edge of a wadi. Someone challenges 
the conventional wisdom that Be- 
duin women wear black to protect 
them from the desert heat. “Look 
how she stands out in the land- 

scape,” he says, “That's the reason 
for the black clothing." From our 
vantage point, the theory seems to 
make sense. 

It is beginning to get dark, when 
we reach the Natzeb checkpoint, 
and there's a chill in the air as we 
transfer to the third lift of the day. 
Danny, the commander of the small 
force at the checkpoint, notes that it 
is almost six, the time the Egyptians 
close the roadblock 50 metres 
further along the road. He con- 
vinces the Egyptian officer to let us 
pass a few minutes after the closing 
hour. δ 

For the first half-hour, we travel 
through a narrow canyon lined with 
finy villages and small orchards, the 
fruit trees protected by stone walls, 
The inhabitants, we know, are 
Jebalya Beduin, according to 
legend descendants of the Ruma- 
nian or gypsy servants brought to 
the monastery at Santa six centuries 
ago. 

The track gets rougher and 
rougher, the bone-jarring thuds 
more and more frequent. The air 
also gets colder — much, much 
colder, We wrap blankets around 
our legs, but il doesn't seem to do 
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much goad. Wé don’t know which is 
worse — the bumps or the cold. We 
ask the driver to slow up. ‘It won't 
do any good,” he replies, ‘the 
slower you go, the bumpier it is.” 

We havo been climbing all the 
time. Suddenly the ascent seems 
much steeper. The truck slows, 
straining in low gear to make it up 
the grade,.The moon has risen, and 
we can see: the outlines: of still 
higher mountains above us. 

After what seems like an eternity 
— and in fact it has taken us almost 
two hours to cover about 30 kms, — 
we are at the base. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10(Rom- 
El) — We can see why this place is 
called Rom-El, the Heights of God. 
We are at the top of the world, it 
seems, well above the clouds at an 
altitude of 2,600m. To the west we 
can see the outlines of the Gulf of 
Suez; at night the lights of the 
Israel-develgped Alma oilfields in 
the gulf off a-Tur are visible as is 
the burn-off from the El-Morgan 
oilfield, well inside Egypt. 

Our base has been carved out of 
the top of a mountain. On the peak 
next to us, we are told, a very 
sophisticated installation had been 
dismantled the previous week, No 
one will say exactly what the base 
was there for, but it seems obvious 
that, with the proper electronic 
gear, it might have served as an aux- 
iliary control tower for the Cairo 
Weat airbase, 


THURSDAY, MARCH 11 {Rom- 
El} — Our first sunrise here. On 
guard in the biting cold — a cup of 
water left out overnight freezes 
solid — we watch the sun light up 
the mountains in an incredible 
range of colours, ‘ 

With binoculars, we can make 
out the edge of the Santa monastery 
to the north, and the civilian airfield 
below it. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 12 (Rom-El] — 
It’s the last working day here for 
Shuky, the cook. He's leaving on 
Sunday morning, and the dismantl- 
ing of the living quarters and the 
kitchen will begin. 

Until now, there has been some 
compensation for the isolation and 
the cold, Oil heaters in every room. 
Video, since there’s no radio and no 
TY. Constant hot water. And food. 
Shuky is a graduate of the Tadmor 
Hotel school, a really good cook, 


SUNDAY, MARCH 14 (Rom-El) — 
The withdrawal has begun in 
earnest. Tho hot water has been 
turned off, they've disconnected the 
two generators which provided us 
with electricity, The kitchen is be- 
ing dismantled; only makeshift 
cooking from now on. , 

A caravan of heavy trucks has 
come up the mountain, Tomorrow 
morning they'll head back down, 
loaded with the expensive equip- 
ment that made life bearable here. 

We reservists are not called on 
for any of the heavy work, Most of 
Us are over 40, and it’s doubtful 
whether we'd be of much use at this 
altitude. 


MONDAY, MARCH 15 (Rom-El} 
— Now there’s no running water. 
Employees of the civilian contrac- 
tor who's dismantling parts of the 
base are. removing the heating 
equipment. Eitan, our officer, con- 
vinces them to leave the heat in our 
rooms for as long as possible. it is 
freezing cold at night; even the pad- 
ded trousers and special shoes are 
no protection from the icy air. 
We have electricity again, from 4 
small field generator, But they've 
taken out half of the bulbs, to pre- 
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vent overloading. There's no run- 
ning water at all; everything comes 
from jerrycans, and you have to 
warm water on the stove to shave or 
wash dishes. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 16 (Rom-E/} 
— Several of us go six or seven 
kilometres down the mountain to 
disconnect a water tank and bring it 
back here. That will be our water 
supply next week, when the force 
remaining on the mountaintop is 
moved into tents. We set up a 
rudimentary field-shower, with 
facilities for heating water. But it’s 
too cold to undress, and almost no 
one wants to risk catching a chill, 
even in the warmest hours of the 
day. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 (Romm- 
El) — A howling wind all night. The 
two tents set up yesterday have 
been flattened. We'll try to put 
them up again, and hope that they 
won't topple again. Particularly 
next week, when we move into 
them. 

On guard duty, 1 watch a bull- 
dozer tear apart the defence posi- 
Hons around the base. [t takes him 
about an hour of constant pushing 
and shoving to dismantle each 
bunker. Much cheaper, and more 
efficient, than high explosives. | 
hear that the four main buildings 
will also be bulldozed. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 18 (Rom- 
El) — A group of replatements has 
arrived, and we are told that we will 
be going home on leave tomorrow, 
They will be here until the end of 
the gay’ But will they — all of 
them are 40-plus — be able to sur- 
vive 10 days in the open? { hope the 
heaters installed in the tents will 
work, ᾿ ἫΝ δ 


We are put to work taking apart: 


the double-decker beds we've been 
using, loading them on trucks to go 
down the hill in tomorrow's 
Caravan. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 19 (Rom-El to 
Jerusalem) — We are up very early, 
hoping to leave before the caravan 
begins its snail-pace journey 
down to sea level, But our truck 
won't start, and we have to summon 
Patchen, the regular-army 
mechanic, 

By the time he gets the engine go- 
ing, the convoy is on the move, We 
fall in behind it, watch the big 
trucks with their heavy loads inch 
their way down the precipitous in- 
clines. A mammoth tank begins to 
sway on its carrier. The driver stops, 
the cables securing the tank are 
tightened, and he starta up again. 
This time the load is steady. But it 
still takes-us a couple of hours to 
make the descent. : 

As the road levels off, the convoy 
turns left. It has permiasion to take 
the short way down, through Santa. 
We haven't and we head forward, 
through the magnificent canyon of 
Wadi Natzeb. 

At the Natzeb checkpoint we are 
halted by an Egyptian soldier clad in 
a U.S.-made uniform very similar to 
ours. He's not interested in us or 
our cargo, only in whether.we have 
any Egyptian cigarettes with us. To 
him, Natzeb is the border with 
Egypt, not the edge of the buffer 
zone, Perhaps some military travel- 
fers from Santa have passed this 
way. : . 

_ Somehow, the way down seomed 

less bumpy than the ascent. 
Probably because we are- going 
home. In any, event, the dirt track 
from Bir Sa’el towards Nueiba 
seems like a superhighway, ᾿"΄. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 23 (Neviot}— 
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" ‘There is good news waiting for us 


when we arrive back from leave. 
The force in Rom-El is at full 
strength, and we will be slaying at 
this base by the sea, 

Our jobs include guarding the 
base, and two tasks in the Neviot 
settlement. One is guarding the 
melon packing-house. The other is 
standing watch over the dozen or so 
Egyptian experts who are en- 
sconced in the holiday village, 
protecting them from any possible 
incident with anti-withdrawal mili- 
tanta, 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 
{Newor} — Our first encounter with 
the Egyptians, We arrive early in 
the morning for our six-hour shift. 
Sitting outside one of the two 
amall houses that used to serve as 
quarters for the resort staff, we 
meet Ramadan, tall and graceful in 
his galabiya. After we've run 
through our few words of rudimen- 
tary Arabic, we can’t really con- 
verse with him. But the atmasphere 
is warm, warmer than the chilly alr 
on this cool desert day. 

Slowly, the rest of the Egyptians 
emerge from the houses. An 
electricity expert. A water techni- 
cian. Other specialists, who came 
here three weeks ago to examine 
the property they will be taking over 
on April 26. A slender man who will 
be the governor of Egyptian 
Nueiba. Jalal Morsi, the depuly 
police commander of Southern 
Sinai, whose base will be at Sharm 
e-Sheikh. 

They are most hospitable, offer- 
ing us cups of very sweet tea and 
some of their breakfast of ful. the 
broad bean which is a staple of the 
Egyptian diet. Technically, we are 
the hosts; but it is our guests who 
are receiving visitors in the best 
Oriental manner. 

The Egyptians have very little to 
do. The experts completed their 
work within a few days and are now 
waiting, they're not quite sure for 
what, One suspects they are here a8 
a display of presence. 

The conversation, in English, 
turns to our hopes for the future. 
Will we Israelis be able to visit 
Nueiba after April 26) The answers 
are vague: only Allah can foretell, 
but the Egyptians certainly hope 
that there will be a substantial 
Israeli presence hore after the 
withdrawal, Jnsh‘allah, 

It is clear that Jalal, a heavy man 
of 47, is the leader of the group. His 
companions treat him with 
deference. Jalal has never been ἰὼ 
Israel, but he has travelled exten- 
sively. 

We wander off to sit on the 
beach, under the warming sun. 

Sometime during the morning, 
Danny, the Israeli liaison officer at- 
tached to the Egyptian delegation at 
Nuelba, turns up. He is going to 
Eilat in the afternoon, asks if he can 
get anything for the Egyptians 
there. Wey wart three rolls of 
colour film, a prescription. 
Someone wants a bathing suit. Dan- 
ny says he'll bring them back in the 
evening. The conversation is in 
English. Danny is good at his job; 
pity he can't speak Arabic. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 25. (Neviot) 
— The Egyptians hive ‘visitors’ to- 
day. Rav-Seren Eli, a Navy officer 
who speaks fluent Arabic, has come 
with some of the Egyptians, in- 
cluding α tall, handsome man. Like 
all the Egyptians, he is in oasu 

peters clothes, but he has # dis 
tinctly military manner. fans 

“One of the Leraell guards thinks 
our new visitor looks very much like 
the late President Nasser, and asK} 
“(continued on ἢ, 19) 
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(continued from p.18) 
him, in Arabic, whether he’s relaicd, 
but doesn't seem to understand the 
answer, 

The Egyptians sit together, in a 
circle, but our Nasser look-alike sits 
down next to me. ‘He introduces 
himself as Brigadier-General 
Hatem al-Sarnagawy, soon to be the 
Egyptian governor of Southern 
Sinai. 

We talk about the future of the 


area and the peace. The general as-. 


sures me that there will be Israeli 
tourism, But will we be able to 
camp on the beaches, wherever we 
want to? Egypl, the general tells me, 
has several large camping areas 
near the Suez Canal. 

We exchange addresses and in- 
vitations. The general Ilves in 
Helwan. When ['m next in Cairo, 1 
must have coffee with him, But 
what about Sharm? My wife and 
children would love to come to the 
Sinai this summer. “That is certain- 
ly possible,“ he says, * and you must 
visit me in my office there.” 

We escort the Egyptians to their 
waiting car. General Sarnagawy 
mentions that there is no wood near 
his Sharm quarters, that he'd like 
some for 8 cumpfire. Would we 
mind? We go und fetch some 
broken bourds, which are duly 
louded into the back of the van, The 
farewells are warm and sincere. "I'l 
visit you in June,” 1 tell the general. 
“lash'allah,”” he replies. 

As the cur leaves, f realize that it 
is the first time in a decade or more 
of aifuim that 1. a private, have 
spoken to ἃ general. 

Walking buck lo our post, we 
wander through the holiday village. 
It is closed, but not deserted. About 
30 young employees are staying 
there unt] Apnl 15 τὸ muintain the 
property. The [5 or so males are all 
Israeli; the females mre an inter- 
national lot. including a couple of 
Germans, some Americans and 
English, and some Israelis. 

The village's population also in- 
cludes several dogs, about a dozen 
cats, and two horses. There is now 
plenty of food for them, from the 
kitchen scraps of the residents. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 26 (Neviot} — 
The cals are not the only ones 
whose nutritional levels will be af- 
fected by the Israeli withdrawal. In 
the morning we go to get rid of the 
camp's garbage at the dump abouta 
kilometre from the Beduin 
fishermen's village. Our arrival sets 
.off a chain reaction. Dozens of 
small dark forms run towards us, ready 
to sift through the refuse for scraps 
of food. We last emptied garbage 
here yesterday, but a look around 
discloses nothing edible has been 
lefl. There may be cars near every 
Beduin hut, but scavenging is still 
very much a part of their lives. 

We talk with the Neviot 
mechanic, who is sullen and bitter 
and with a pretty blond from 
Scotland, who has been living on 
the beach and working for the 
moshavniks for three months. 

In the afternoon we are al the 
packing house where the three an- 
nual crops of melons are prepared 
for export. The expensive 
machinery stands idle, the fields 
across the way are barren. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 27 (Neviot) 
— Back with the Egyptians. It is 
chilly today, so no one goes to the 
beach, The conversation covers all 
sorts of subjects, language permit- 
ting, but politics is carefully 
avoided. No mention on sither side 
of what’s going on in the Weal 
Bank, of the anticipated Egyptian 
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drift towards the Arab world (and 
away from Israel?) after April 26. 
Any attempt to turn the talk in that 
direction is sidetracked. 

We notice that the Egyptians 
have plenty of food, some of it 
brought with them in cans. Some 
meat, bread and fresh vegetabies 
are purchased at the Neviot village 
store. Bul there are few books, news- 
papers or magazines lo be seen. 
Perhaps they are being carefully 
preserved, passed [rom hand to 
hand among the dozen-strong 
delegation. Perhaps no one thought 
he'd be here — and idle — for so 
long. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 28 (Neviot) — 
Summer has returned to the Sinui 
coast. We arrive for the noon shift 
of guard duty, and find all the Egyp- 
tians on the beach. All are fucing 
south. 

The reason is not difficult to dis- 
cover. Four young women, all 
employees at the village, are sun- 
bathing in the allogether about 20 
metres awity. The Isrueli guards are 
also there, with good vantage 
Points. No one moves much, or 
comments on the view, After about 
half an hour the girls dress, pick up 
their things, and ure ready τὸ Jewve. 
One of them, on American brunet. 
ty, turns to us. “Sorry boys," she 
says, “the show's over.” kyeryone 
smiles, 


MONDAY, MARCH 29 /(Nevtuts — 
The fast shift at Neviot., Gur 
replacements are arnving around 
noon. His a time for farewells, 
deeply telt and sincere. Several of 
the Egyptians embrace me, in the 
traditions! manner, [ do not know 
haw to reeipracate. but fain 
somehow sad to be leaving my new 
friends. They Are so warm, so open 
— not at all bike most οἱ the Palesti- 
nians I've met in Jerusalem. (The 
trouble with the Palestinians, 
someone tells me later, “is that they 
are too much like us."') 

We take one [ast patrol! along the 
beach, Seeing our uniform, several 
tourists ask us when they have to 
leave. We can't give an exact 
answer, except to say that the area 
is due to become a closed military 
zone on April t. 

Back at the base, we meet some 
of the others from our unit who are 
returning from their posts. The 
.Rom-El group arrives, dusty and 
tired. They say it was difficult, ter- 
ribly difficult, during that week in 
tents. 

But there were some lighter mo- 
ments. A few days before, a high 
Israeli officer had visited the base to 
“inspect.” His passion, according to 
the grapevine, was inspecting the 
bottom of the frying pan, and bring- 
ing the offender to trial (and a fine 
of 1§800) if he found any black. 

The Rom-El frying pan was 
black but the men could nol get 


it clean. So they hid it in some 


rubble, and put’ a clean 
pan in its place, The officer in- 
spected, found everything in order, 
and went on a swing around the 
base that was. Unfortunately, he 
chose to relieve himself right at the 
spot where the frying pan had been 
hidden, and uncovered it, He was 
displeased, but ended up joining the 
men in Β good laugh, 


TUESDAY, MARCH 30 
(Northbound from Neviot} — We pass 
the Taba checkpoint again, leaving 
Israeli Sinai for the last time. It is 
painful, but there's reason to 


_ believe that we'll be back. /nsh'al- 
a _ a 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


Bank Hapoalim earned $102m. in 1981 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Post Finance Reporter 


IN 1981 Bank Hapoalim became 
Israel's first bank to earn more than 
$100m. in one year, To be exact, the 
figure was $102m. The bank is now 
in its seventh decade, but record 
growth has been achieved only over 
the Inst 13 years, Recently the bank 
revealed that “during the past 13 
years its balance sheet volume has 
multiplied 1,566 times in Israeli cur- 
rency terms and 35 times in U.S. 
dollar terms.” 

The record profit of $102m. in 
1981 was 4 [8.1 per cent rise over the 
1980 figure, which was $86m. Board 
chairman Giora Gazit suggests thal 
the high level of profitability will 
continue this year, “Last year's 
wage agreements were made in the 
expectation of a higher level of in- 
flation than was actually the case, [ἢ 
the current year, this will not be 
repeated, and there may be an im- 
portant increase in profitabilily.” 

Gazit considers the overall wage 
hill, overseas activities and margins 
on the sccurities portfolio, among 
key factors determining the bank's 
profits. He feels positive about 
them. 

“There is only one, thing which 
can have a really bad effect on the 
bank's profils, and that is an un- 
usually high level of fines levied by 
the Bank of Israel as a result of li- 
quidity deficits,” he states. 

Some analysts, especially among 
the bank's competitors have sug- 
gested that Hupoalim has inflated 
ils 1981 profits by selling bonds 
trom its portfolio, 

“We did sell some 1S200m, in 
bonds, but in terms of the overall 
balance sheet of nearly IS300b. this 
was a negligible figure," Gazit 
points out, He further explains that 
the sales of securities was carried 
out for liquidity reasons, and has no 
other aim, 


BANK SHARES are the most wide- 
ly held of all securities on the Tel 


ἢ 


Glora κει 


Aviv Stock Exchange. This is true 
both for the local and the overseas 
investment public. “At Hapoalim, 
we feel a special responsibility to 
our shareholders, and we certainly 
would not jike to disappoint them 
with less than satisfactory results 
from investments in Hapoalim 
shares, Unless events occur that are 
beyond our control, we shall con- 
tinue to do everything we can to 
maintain positive investment 
results’" he says emphatically. 


ΙΝ 1981 investments in Bank 
Hapoalim shares yielded high real 
gains allowing for inflation, Invest- 
ments originating from dollars also 
yielded a highly satisfactory of 35 
per cent when measured in 
American dollars, 

The bank's board of directors has 
tecommended the payment of 100 
per cent bonus shares, a cash divi- 
dend of {2.5 per cent of ordinary 
shares, and 15,5 per cent ordinary 
preferred shares. 


Regarding the future, Gazit views 
things on a two-tier level. He thinks 
computerization and communica- 
tions a longer-term aim that will get 
maximum attention, He feels that 
this aspect of banking provides one 
of the keys to leadership in the 
financial field. ᾿ 

Hapoalim, according to Gazit, 
has established itself as number one 
in the country In export financing for 
medium-size and large companies, 


OVERSEAS, Bank Hapoalim is 
tepresented throughout North, 
Central and South America, the 
Caribbean and Europe. In addition 
to its own branches, representatives 
offices and financing facilities, the 
bank operates through such sub- 
sidiaries as Bank Hapoalim 
(Switzerland), Hapoalim (Latin 
America), and Casa Bancaria, S.A. 
[15 affiliate, Ampal-American Israel 
Corporation, has offices in nine ma- 
jor American cities. 

Gazit speaks of concentrating 
overseas on the expansion of 
wholesale banking services rather 
than retail banking. “We have in- 
vested 8 great deal in establishing 
ourselves overseas and, in many in- 
stances, we're already reaping the 
rewards. We now have an overseas 
banking infrastructure, and we aim 
now at increasing the scope of ac- 
tivily as a well a8 the profitbility,” 
he explains. 

Essentially, banking means the 
safe-keeping of customers’ deposits 
and the prudent lending of money. 
Gazit considers it a major respon- 
sibility of Bank Hapoalim to 
provide credit in keeping with its 
customers’ needs. He concedes 
that, with the limitations imposed 
by government on the volume of 
capital, problems of major impor- 
tance arise for bank management. 
“Providing credit as needed con- 
tinues to be basic to our policies. If 
we perform this task well, a con- 
tinuous level of high profits will be 
the bypraduct,” he explains. 


Mobile tax unit for Arab villages 


Post Economic Reporter 


A special mobile income tax unit 
manned by senior treasury officials 
empowered to solve problems on 
the spot, was one of the suggestions 
aired recently at a special meeting 
of 20 Arab council, heads with 
Finance Ministry Director-General 
Ezra Sadan, 

The meeting was held on the in- 
itiative of the Prime Minister's ad- 
viser on Arab affairs Benyamin 
Gur-Arye. The council chairmen 
complained that their citizens had 
to go too far to attend to their tax 


problems, and that an earlier deci- 
sion to provide tax forms in Arabic 
had never been implemented. 

Sadan told the meeting of his in- 
tention to reduce Land Betterment 
Tax from 50 to 20 per cent, a step 
which would be helpful to Arab and 
Jewish farmers alike, But he said 
there was a serious backlog in taxes 
throughout the Arab sector. This in- 
cluded property tax (abolished one 
year ago) and income tax. 

Sadan said the treasury had every 
intention of collecting the back 
taxes owed by Arab cltizens. 
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United Mizrahi Bank 
group had 1S206m. profit 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Post Finance Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The United Mizrahi 
Bank group’s financial results for 
1981 indicate that it achieved net 
profits of 15206 million, a real gain 
of 7.4 per cent over 1980. The con- 
solidated balance sheet total, as of 
December 31, [98], stood at 1552.4 
billion, a nominal gain of 140 per 
cent over the previous year. 

The real growth in the balance 
sheet totals was 18.3 per cent. The 
teal yield on the bank's own share 
capital, calculated on the basis of 
inflationary accounting principles, 
was 7.6 per cent, 

Earnings per share, fully diluted, 
came to 83 per cent, compared with 
50 per cent in the previous year. For 
1981 the bank paid its shareholders 
a 15 per cent gross cash dividend 
and 100 per cent in bonus shares. 

In the course of the year under 
review 1S335m. was added to the 
group's capital means by way of two 
rights and capital notes issues, 

On-line computer linkage was in- 
troduced in 32 of the bank’s 
branches. In addition, the bank 
provided a specialized securities 
computer service whereby clients 
are able to get portfolio evaluation 
reports at any time. 

In 1981 three additional branches 
were opened. Overseus activities 
were explained, us ἃ branch was 
opened in Los Angeles and 
representative offices were es- 
tablished in London and Antwerp. 

The bank increased its 


Aharon Meir 
shareholding in Tefahot to 50 per 
cent. The mortgage institution's 
balance sheet total stood at 
1812.6b., a nominal rise of 125 per 
cent. 

The bank purchased 23 per cent 
of the equity of the Israel Corpora- 
tion in 198], 

The bank's American subsidiary, 
the UMB Bank & Trust Co. N.Y., 
showed a rapid expansion in 
balance sheet totals and 
profitability. Total assets of the U.S. 
banking entity come to $319m., 
compared with $192m. a year ago. 

Financial highlights of the United 
Mizrahi Bank group. 


‘Total after tax 

assets profits 

tin milion shekels) 
1977 1,209 10 
1978 2,357 98 
1979 5.827 27.4 
1980 21,803 94.5 
1981 52,378 206.2 


Sports clubs aid POST funds 


THE EXAMPLE set by the Israel 
Bowling Association in raising 
funds for The Jerusalem Post Toy 
Tue serusatem Fund, the “For- 
sake Me Not” 
drive and the 

Soldiers Welfare 

Fund is being fol- 

lowed in other 

Sporting circles, 

Early in June, the 

ἐν δὰ tod) Caesarea Golf 
BY FUND: Club will be run- 
. INO" hing u Captain's 

Charity Day, with Captain Alex 

Davidson at the helm. Monies 

raised will again be divided equally 

between the three funds. 
Among recent Toy Fund con- 
tributors were: 

$125 Benjamin S. Shapell, Bevorly Hills, Ca. 

$60 In memory of Sam Sirlin — from some 
(riends, Mr. and Mra. R. Bloom, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Pollack, Mr. and Mrs. A. Page, Mr. 
and Mrs. 5. Paton, Dr. and Mrs. B. Tobe, 
and Mr. and Mrs. R. Kramer, Willowdale, 
Canada (Monkey House). 

528 In honour of tana S. Levine and Kenneth 
1. Levine ~~ Mr. and Mrs. Harry B, Levine, 
Chicago, Il. 

1S200 M. Aviezer, Barzel Family, H. Kariv 
and Zvika Nalman, Kiryat Yovel, 
Jerusalem. 

1St80 In loving memory of our father, Chaim 
Leizer Feig, U.S.A.. who passed away 
Decomber 6, 1981 in Petah Tikva -- Helda 


ANUKKA 


ae 


and Simon Fischer, U.S.A. and Kfar Sava. 
(S172 Kidron, Zahala. 
$5 R. Trachtenberg, New York, N.Y. (Monkey 
House), Nora Gold, Toronto, Canada, 
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1536 Twice Half — Anonymous, Jerusalem. 


“FORSARE IE NOT” 


in recent weeks include: Ἀν, 
$175 Benjamin 5. Shapell, Beverly Hills, Ca. 


died when | was still young and who are 


Madelaine Guyaz, Si. Cergue, Switzerjand. 
$72 In memory of our pgrenta Eliyu and Esther 
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“Forsake Me Not” contributors 


(51.500 In memory of my dear parents who : 


always in my heart —'it's an honour té - 
Temember them in the elty of Jerusalem —~ ἡ 


Braverman and David and Sarah Goldsiem, 
brother Albert J. Gilson, sisters Z1porah 
Braverman und Bryna Schwartzman — Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry B. Levine, Chicugo. Hl. 

151,000 In memory of my darling father who 

left us ἃ year ago — we will always 
remember the blessed times we had 
together — st's a privilege to remember him 
in Jerusalem — Anne-Marie Meylan, Sl. 
Cergue, Switzerland. In cherished memory 
of my beloved husband, Ze’ev (Shlomo) 
Kofsmann, a wondertul servant of the Lord, 
who left us Kebruary 29, 1976, alter the 
happy and blessed life we had together — 
thanks τσ the family from the States, Paris. 
Israel and the dear Iriends from France, all 
those who sent me their sympathy — his 
wife Yvette, Monique, Florence, ῃ 
David and Hamutal. In honour of the 89th 
birthday of Mra, Marsha Kullman, Tel Aviv 
— Esther Relfenerg, Schiomo Levav and 
Mira Liebes, Jerusalem, 

18675 Money received from the sate of recipes 
— Julia Grafman, Ramat Man (3rd con- 
tribution). 

$29 Johanan Isaac Spielberg, Kent, Oh. 

Ι5500 On the occasion of the 25th Wedding 
Anniversary of Lily and Ruby Katz 
Toronto, Canada, Heartleat Maral Tov — 
Ann, Leon, Eric, Desmond and Alan Moss, 
Jerusalem. 

520 William Blumberg, Philedsiphis, Pa. 

$18 In honour of the aliya of our daughter Sere 
Kaplow to the Reform Kibbutz, Yehel — 
Ricna and Milton Kaplow, White Plains, 
N.Y. larsel and Eve Smith, Tyler, Tx. In 
honour of my wife Mollie (Lee) on ovr 
Wedding Anniversary — Julius Nahmias. 
Oceanside, N.Y. In honour of Michel M. J. 
Shore's birthday, Ottawa, Cenada — Adam 
H. Heralg and Family, Penn Valley, Pa. ἢ 

15300 Holtinger, Ashdod, Μ. Aviezer, Barze! 
Family, H. Kariv, M. Elehanatl,C. Avichal, 
Nalman Family, all of Kiryat Yovel. 
Jerusalem, and Avi And Mindy Naiman, 
Toronto, Canada. Hanna Ben Shlomo, Kib- 
butz Gevim. 

DM30 Joachim Greese, Kiel, West Germany. 
{3rd contribution). 

1200 On behalf of Hanno Ὁ. Mott, New York 
— Arthur Falck, Jerusalem, Bridge. Parly 
12, Jerusalem (4th contribution). 

1S180 In honour of Ithai's 16th birthday — 
Yehuda and Meira Bar Sinal, Ramat Gan 
[a loving memory of our father, 
Lelzer Folg of U.S.A. who past away 
December 6, 1981 in Petah Tikva — Helda 
and Simon Fischer, U.S.A. and Kfar Save. 

55 Nora Gold, Toronto, Canada. 

1860 Sylvia Heracovic, Tel Aviv. 

- 1820 Anonymous, Haifa. 

1836 Twice Hal — Anonymous, Jerusalem, 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


Hard times for cookware company [ΝῚ 


By DAVID KRIVINE 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 


Meron Carmiel, manufacturers of 
enamel casseroles and cooking pots, 
opened three years ago with a bang. 
They now seek salvation — if not 
with a whimper, at ‘least with dis- 
appointed hopes, 

Owners are a well-known South 
African company called Hendilers 
Householdware, experts in the field, 
who put a goad sum of their own 
money into the scheme. Only half 
the $10.m. invested is government 
grant and loan. A feasibility study 
by an outside consultant approved 
the deal. The plan was to make 
quality kitchenware for export. 

Everything went according to the 
book. The factory is up, possesses a 
competent labour force, enjoys a 
high degree of mechanization, 
manufactures an excellent product 
— and is on the rocks. It never, to 
mix a metaphor, got off the ground. 
Its losses to-date reach $3m. 

There were reasons for the mis- 
hap, connected with — here it 
comes; the world recession and the 
desire abroad to prevent further un- 
employment. The U.S. gave what 
cun be seen as the coup de grace, by 
clapping a protectionist duty on 
this commodity, 

Further difficulties listed sound, 
again, ike a familinr saga: the 
damaging fall of the European cur- 
rencies last year; the incursion of 
cheap competition from the Com- 
munist world (low-quality from 
Poland, Rumania and Hungary, 
high-quality from Czechoslovakia, 
East Germany and Yugoslavia); the 
bankruptcy of West European com- 
panies, affected like Meron by 
declining demand, ᾿ 

“When the purchasing-power 
drops," Elner explains, “the 
housewife carries out economies 


J ὩΣ 
The Samba LS three-door model 


where she can. Instead of buying 
utensils made of nirosta or enamel, 
she gets the cheaper (and lighter- 
weight) aluminium products.” 

What about the Hendler family, 

who sponsored the venture? They 
have been in this line of business for 
60 years, possessing a successful 
plant in South Africa that serves the 
local market, Not long ago they sold 
it off, with an agreement to go on 
managing it for five years, Their 
only remaining possession in the 
field of enamel-ware is the Carmiel 
factory, which had been con- 
Structed with such optimistic expec- 
tations. 
THEIR MISCALCULATION is 
not unique to their own situation, it 
has a wider application and should 
serve a8 a warning to those engaged 
in planning Israel's industrial 
development. When examining the 
feasibility of an investment project 
nowadays, {wo assumptions have to 
be made: that there is no tariff 
protection in Israel, and that the 
outside world is in a permanent 
state of mild recession. Is the invest- 
ment worthwhile under those two 
conditions? 

Mordechai Avidor, head of the In- 
dustry Ministry's metals division, 
makes the polnt firmly, Industriallsts 
should not, he says, invest their 
money in making export items that 
can be made equally well elsewhere. 
That puts out of court the entire range 
of mass-produced consumer goods. 

The only exception is gouds for 
which a mass market exists even 
within Israel's narrow borders, 
Meron does not have this standby, it 
relies for 80 per cent of its sales on 
exports, so the local market cannot 
support its foreign‘operations, It has 
no comparative advantage over 
other countries in making enamel 
hollow-ware, therefore depends on 


Talbot launches economical 950ce model 


TEL AVIV, — The Automotive 
Equipment Company, sole im- 
Porters of the French Talbot cars, 
recently introduced the factory's 
new 950cc Samba. 

Service manager Ya'acov Salie 
empasized the car’s fuel efficiency, 
claiming that on interurban roads it 
Bets 18.5 kilometres per litre, and in 
city driving about 14km. 

He said that about one third of all 
car buyers in Europe now go for 
models in the 900cc category. 

The importers have decided thai 


for the time being they will bring in 
only one model, the three-door 
Samba LS. The car now sells for 
($175,390. including VAT. The first 
shipment about to arrive is almost 
sold out. The importers plan to im- 
port till August about 200 cars, and 
from the middle of August till the 
end of the 1983 model year another 
600. 

The car was introduced in France 
only last November, and Israel is 
the third country to receive an ex~ 
port shipment. ; 


Patt tells industrialists not to pay higher wages 


TEL AVIV, — Minister of Industry 
and Trade Gideon Patt warned in- 
dustrialists recently not to give in 
to demands by workers for higher 
wages in the negotiations currently 
being held, 5 

He said the only wage increases 
should be based.on the cost-of- 
living index. 

He warned that the government 
will not come to the aid of the in- 
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dustrialista in their negotiations with 
the ‘Histadrut if they give in to the 
demands of the workers, 

Patt was speaking at the Million 
Plus Club of industrialists who ex- 
port over $lm. per year, 

Patt was optimistic that despite 
the world recession, Israel, with the 
aid of the industrialists, would be 
able to Increase exports by about 15 
per cent in real terms, as in 198]. 


achieving a slight edge thanks ta not 
very consequential considerations 
like marginally lower labour costs, 
marginally greater production ef- 
ficiency, marginally better designs, 
and tariff-free entry for Israeli 
goods to the European and (till the 
latest: dispensation) American 
markets. 


THESE FACTORS can provide 
some leverage when conditions are 
favourable, when a seller's market 
exists world-wide and when 
domestic sales enjoy a smidgin of 
tariff protection. But conditions are 
no longer favourable. Tariffs are 
gradually being dismantled, ac- 
cording to the remorseless rules of 
Israel's trade. treaties. The seller's 
market that existed in world trade 
[Ὁ yeurs ago is now un buyer's 
market, 

The above factors spell doom for 
ul categories of product except 
(wo: those which have a large and 
reasonably profitable market inside 
Israel (e.g., the manufacture of 
military hardware, including Israel's 
nascent aircraft industry), and those 
which yield a profit on export sales, 


The high-profit activities are con- 
fined to areas in which Israel has a 
relative advantage, whether through 
the possession of a natural resource 
(potash, phosphates), or the crea- 
tion of original technological 
processes {the science-based in- 
dustries) or the achievement of 
original designs — where design is 
an important part of the end- 
product (fashion wear). 


Meron Carmiel does not belong 
tu any of those categories. lt could 
have carned εἰ good living from ex- 
ports in the 1960s and the beginning 
of the 1970s, Bul conditions are no 
langer the same. 


Military Industries’ 


sales up 12 per cent 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV, — Sales by the Military 
Industries during the tast fiscal 
year totalled some $540 million ἃ 
large part of it — $340m. — was 
derived from exports, Industries 
general manager Michael Shorr has 
estimated. This figure represents a 
12 per cent increase over 1980/81 
sales, the company's house organ 
quoted him as saying, 

During the past decade sales by 
the Military Industries increased by 
200 per cent in real terms, although 
the number of workers rose by only 
30 per cent. This shows that produc- 
tivity has improved. Management 
now wants to continue this kind of 
progress and plans to export goods 
worth $500m. during the next four 
to five years, Shorr said. 

So far the company has suc- 
ceeded in competing with foreign 
arms manufacturers because it of- 
fered lower prices; 


Canadian group visits 


Post Finance Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — A top-level mission 
of Canudian industrialists recently 
completed a visit to Israel. A major 
project discussed was the construc- 
lion of a railway connecting the 
central part of the country with 
Eilat, 

The mission was ied by F.R. 
Petrie, Assistant Under Secretary 
for External Affairs, Israel's imports 
from Canada currently are double | 
the arnount of its exports there. 


Dutch girls offering for sale flowers und plants, af the gardening and 


landscaping fair held recently In Tel Avis's Namir Squsire. 


1 τόν) 


Profits of Electra up 26% 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV — Electra reports 1 26 
per cent real increase in net profits 
for 1981, in nominul terms the in- 
creuse wus 173 per cent. The com- 
Pany as a result paid a 200 per cent 
bonus shure and a cash dividend of 
IS per cent. This compares with 50 
per cent honus shares and u 20 per 
cent cash dividend in 1980. 


According to the company’s 
statement for 1981 the net profil 
was [850m. compared with 
1S18.3m. in 1980, 


The total turnover of the com- 
pany and its subsidiaries was [S772m.. 
compared with [$260m. in 
1980. The nominal increase was 197 
per cent, while in real terms it came 
to 37 per cent. 

On December 31, 1981 the com- 


pany's bulunce sheet stood ut [S5d4im., 
compared with FS262m. on 
December 31, 1980; ἃ nominal in- 
crease of 169 per cent. or J} per 
vent in real terms. 

A company spokesman said that 
Electra managed during 1981 tu es- 
tablish itself us the leading manutuc- 
turer of central airconditioning in 
the country and as one of the 
leaders in the field of central solar 
heuting equipment and of elevators. 

During (98! the company 
handled contracts for aireundition- 
ing worth (S170m. compared to 
[S8Om. in 1980. For this year con- 
tracts totalling 1S270m. are already 
on the books. 

The company this year expects to 
eXpund ils expurts beyond England 
and the U.S., where i already has a 
subsidiary and office. It is now plun- 
ning to open an office in Australia, 


Red Sea resorts to remain open 


By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem {ost Reporter 
Egyptian twurist authorities plan 
fo open the Sinai Red Sen coast 
tesorts for business on April 27, the 
day after Isruet turns them over to 
Egypt. - . 


This was reported by members of 
an Israeli Tourism Ministry delega- 
tion who returned from talks on 
normalizution of relations in Egypt 
on the eve of Pessuh. They said that 
the Egyptians plan to continue 
churging the same prices in effect 
now. ὰ ᾿ 

The Israclis also reported Egyp- 
tian interest in further cooperation 
with Israel, which would include the 
rental of heuvy equipment, the ren- 


uu of diving rescue equipment, and 
purchase of fresh bread and other 
Toud from Eilat fur the Red Sea 
resorts. 

The Egyptians also reportedly 
spoke of reaching an agreement 
with the Josephtul Hospital in Eilat, 
where emergency cases could be 
brought from Sinai. 

In a related development, the 
Epyptians spoke of cooperation bel- 
ween the Foreshore Development 
Corporation and the recently 
established Egyptian Sinai Shore 
Development Corporation, To 
fucilitute this cooperation, Antos 
Lotan, acting directur of the 
Government Tourist Curporation, 
is expecied to he invited (o visit 
Egypt in the near future. 


Despite slump Zim broke even in 1981 


By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Zim's balance sheet for 
1981 to be presented: to its board 
next month, will show the company 
having broken even, despite the 
world-wide shipping orisis,, The 

Jerusalem Post has learned, © * 


The company’s turnover totalled 


$720 million and its budget for 1982. 


has been upped to’ $750m. ; τ 
Zim general manager Yshuda 
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Rotem, refused to giva reporters 
any details of the 1981 results, 
pending the approval of the balance 
sheet by the board. .. 

He said Zim would exploit the 
present poor market for ships to 
replace ils four aging 33,000-ton 
bulk carriers by more modern ships 
of 60,000 tons. Altogether ten Zim 
ships are due for replacement, fol- 
lowing the renewal of two thirds of 
the company’s fleet during the past 
decade. : 
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READERS’ LETTERS 


THE RIGHT OF CRITICISM 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I must take umbrage with 
the contents of Professor Edward 
Alexander's letter of March 12, The 
{professor slates that prominent 
American Jews have no “right of 
dissent” against Israeli policies 
because they wilt not “pay the price 
of their mistakes... in blood and sul- 
fering.” I most emphatically dis- 
agree! 

All Jews everywhere and not only 
Israeli Jews suffer when Israeli 
leaders make “wrong” decisions, 
whatever they may be, All Jews — 
and not just Israeli Jews — have a 
stake in the state’s survival and must 
be constantly alert to protect and 
defend it against those who seek lo 
defeat and dismember it. But the 
battle for survival rages on many 
levels, and one way Lo protect the 
state is for prominent American 
Sews (and those from other 
countries as welt) to protest against 
policies which they believe are not 
in the best interest of the state. They 
have a right — indeed a duty — to 
voice their opinions and to make 
Suggestions aqd to be listened to, 
although their recommendations do 
not necessarily have to be taken. 
One does not have to be an Israeli 
to feel the adverse elfects of poor 
decision-making by whatever ad- 
ministration huppens to be in power 
in Israel, We are one people — in 
joy and in sorrow, 

Mrs, NEAL L. AARON 
Havertown, Pennsylvania. 
ΕἼ 

Sir, — As a former visiting 
professor al the Hebrew University 
before, during and after the Six Day 
War, I witnessed at first-hand the 


sacrifices in blood and suffering of 
colleagues, students and personal 
friends. | would therefore be the last 
lo equate my right of criticism with 
that of Israelis, But even if one sub- 
scribes to Professor Alexander's 
arguable notion that ‘itdividual 
righis are ‘necessarily derived from 
individual ‘responsibilities, his 
refusal to grant American Jews the 
right of criticism is surely un- 
tenable, 

He would nol, I presume, deny 
their right to political action ‘in 
defence of Israeli autonomy and in- 
tegrity, their right to fight against 
the sale of AWACs and other 
military arms to the Arabs, or their 
right to contribute financially to the 
support of Israel. Are these not 
responsibillties (as well as rights), 
however ininimal they may be com- 
pared with the responsibilities of 
Israelis themselves? They should 
suggest ‘to Professor Alexander 
what John Donne must have sug- 
gested to him — that American 
Jews, including Arthur Hertzberg, 
fervently beijeve that ‘no man is an 
island entire of itself and that “any 
man’s death diminishes me because 
T am involved in mankind.” 

Indeed, it is precisely’ because 
American Jews know their destiny 
is inextricably’ linked with the fate 
of Israel that they justly claim the 
right to support policies they 
believe will advance its well-being 
and to condemn policies they 
believe will retard and threaten it. 

Professor Alexander's answer is 
not “simplicity itself.” It is merely 
simplistic 

IRWIN STARK 
Hillsdale, New York. 


PROPAGANDA VICTORY 


"Fo the Edlior of The Jerusalem Post 


Sir, — ἴ is, to use some un- 
diplomatic language, downright 


τρῆμα for a British Foteign Office 


official who, ay an official guest of 
the Ssrae) Government, requested to 
speak to the two West Bank mayors 
who have been dismissed from their 
posts for supoporting the PLO. 
When Mr. Yitzhak Shamir makes 
a visit to Britain, one wonders 
whether the British Government 
will permit him to meet members of 
the political wing of the trish 
Republican Army. : 


To the Edit The Jepysaleny Post 

Sir,—1 pute filet in 1972 — and 
was proud to be an Isracli. [t was 
good to be an independent Jew. 

Today — Ἰ am ashamed, [ have 
no pride. Alt the achievements and 
the glory of the founding of the state 
and its building are as nothing when 
weighed in the balance of human 
justice. 

| too have a 17-year-old son — 
like the mother of the boy shat in 
the chest by Israeli soldiers in ΕἸ- 
Bireh on March 20. How can I ex- 
plain to my son that he has to serve 
in an army whose purpose is to pre- 
vent his cousin from preclaiming his 
desire for independence, and ta al- 


- Are we really to presume. that Sir 
John Leahy is unaware of the views 
of these two mayors? After all, Bri- 
tafn maintains a wellsstalfed 
consulate-general in (East) 
Jerusalem: for this purpose. By in- 
sisting upon these meetings, despite 
the fact.the British were told prior 
to their .visit to Israel that the 
government would be against such 
meetings, Sir John has won 8 
propaganda victory for Britain in 
the Arab, world at Israel’s expense. 

Ca YOEL COHEN 
Jerusalem.': 


WEEPING MOTHERS 


templ to stern the tides of history? 
How can [ tell him that he has the 
right to be a free man, since he is 
called “Jew" — and that he who is 
called “Palestinian” dogs not have 
that right? -. 

How can ] give my children pride 
in a nation which is following the 
repressive and cruel path of all con- 
querors? Once 1 thought that Lerael 
would be different: I have been dis- 
abused οἵ my naivete. . 

I cannot in any way justify the 
death of this boy. I can only weep 
together with his mother — for all 


our sons. 
GILLIAN HIRSH 
Kibbutz Nahshon, -- --- 


DEALING WITH DEMONSTRATIONS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalent Post 

Sir, — Having read your article 
last month on Hama, 1 believe the 
tuling authorities in Syria have the 
correct solutions. 1 refer to the clos- 
ing off of the area to all, especially 
news reporters, The lack of concern 
in the world, including the UN, and 
the silence of Syria's neighbours in 
bringing the matter to the attention 
of the world press support the 
Syrians’ action. 


The same should be applied here 
in connection with our trouble spots 
in Judea and Samaria.’ Not having 
reporters ‘and TV‘ crews to 
demonstraté for and'to, thede up- 
starts may then cease their actions. 
Also; it would allow our law en- 
forcement agents to deal with the 
matter inthe’ best way they know 
without ‘hindrance and outside in- 
terference. § MORTON DAVIS 
Kibbulz Lavi. 


JEWS IN ALBANIA 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I was so glad to read Arie 
Laci Stern's Setter jast month, 
“The Italian rescue of Jews."’I fully 
agree with him, that very little is 
known here in Israel about the part 
the Italians played in saving Jews 
during World War 1. 

T was in Albania with my parents 
from March 1939 to: September 
1945, part of the time (April 7, 1939 
to the summer of 1943), under 
Italian occupation of the country. 
Our group was not very large, rang- 
ing at times between 60 to just over 
100 people, originating mostly from 
Austria, eight of us from Germany 
and the rest from Yugoslavia. None 
of us ever had any difficulties with 
the Italian authorities, we were at 
all times well treated and never in 
danger of our tives. In shori, the 
Italians did not know what it meant 
to be anti-Jewish, 

I might add at this point thal, 
when the Germans occupied 
Albania in the summer of 1943 and 
the Italians themselves were 
trealed as enemies by them, the 
Albanian government protected us 
as best it could, viz., by not giving a 
list of our names to the Germans as 
they had requested, 

ἢ JOHANNA J. NEUMANN 
Haifa. 


SAVE THE 
FALASHAS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — For the sake of its public 
image in world public opinion, the 
government of Israel should con- 
duct an aggressive campaign for the 
evacuation of the Falashas from 
Ethiopia to the homeland. 

Isracl’s international reputation 
has suffered considerably in recent 
years because of its opposition to 
the “rights of the Palestinians” in 
Judea and Samaria, on account of 
its pariah status with the Third 
World, and the stigma ‘of ihe ‘UN 
resolution of 1975 equating Zionism 
with racism. 

To revive Israel's good name as 
the haven for the persecuted, the 
Begin government should give 
meaning to Herzl’s dream of a 
Jewish state that will welcome our 
brothers from throughout the 
world, no matter what their ethnic 
diversity. 

DONALD FRIEDBERG 
Bronx, New York. 


FELICIA LANGER 


IN SWEDEN 
Ta the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Recently, Felicia Langer, 
a Jewish lawyer living in Jerusalem, 
visited Sweden at the invitation of 
the Swedish Social Democratic 
Youth Association. She spoke on 


‘Swedish TV and her speech was 


rebroadcast at a later date. 

Felicia Langer’s speech was a 
shock to the Jews in Sweden as well 
as to Israel's non-Jewish friends: it 
was ugly, prejudiced propaganda 
aguinst Israel. Dagens Nyheter, the 
most important Swedish daily, 
published an interview with her in 
which she utlacked Israel ever 
more bitterly: she accused Israel of 
terror, torture and oppression of the 
Arab population. 

Israel hus enough enemies in the 
world without Felicia Langer. As a 
Jewish citizen of Israel, she should 
not hive the right to defame Israel 
in foreign countries. She may 
criticize Israel's politics, people and 
government In Israel, which is 
democratic country. Many Swedes 
are , nol satisfied with some of the 
things the Swedish government 
does, bul they would never betray 
their country in the way Felicia 
Langer does. 


Stockholm. PEPA KLEINBORD 


HANDLING FOREIGN NEWSMEN 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I was impressed by the 
tremendous know-how of your 
reader, Ms. Ruth P. Blum of” 
Jerusalem (her letter on “freedom 
of the press” a8 published on April 
Fools’ Day, and deservedly 50). - 
As a veteran foreign media cor- 
Tespondent, representing more - 
mass-circulation mewspapers-. and i 
magazines in Britain, Germany, the 
USS., etc, than any other correspon- 
dent here, 1 feel 1 have a practical 
proposal to implement Ms. Blum'’s 
ideas and aims. ὃς : 
At very little cost, there should be 
a lie-detector machine instilled at 


- Ben Gurion Airport, connected to a 


small, well-programmed computer. 
An arriving newsman would be. 
given a short test, say 10 questions, 
on how he feels about our govern- 
ment here, the premier, his 
ministers, their policies, and 50 on, 
and if his answers are unsatisfac- 
tory, there would be three alter-: 
natives: he could be barred from. 
entering, he could be allowed in, or 
he could be detained on the spot 
and sent to an interrogation or 
brain-washing centre, I am sure Mr. 
Yegar, whom Ms. Blum 50 praises, 
would make an excellent director of 
such a centre, with his great under- 


CHILD ADOPTIONS IN ISRAEL 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sic, — 5.5. Assaf’s article on child 
adoptions (March 28) mentions the 
proposal in the Minister of Labour 
and Social Affairs’ draft law - of: 
December 1980, providing for an 
officially appointed appeal board to 
hear uppeals against rejections of 
adoptive family applicants -by the 
Ministry's adoption service, this 
proposal being omitted in the bill 
presented to the Knesset as well as 
in the law Finally passed. 

As Chairman of the Publifs Ad- 
visory Committee set up in 1976 by 
the then Minister of Justice to 
review the law on adoptions, !: 
would like to point out, that the. 
committee's report and recommen- .: 
dations submitted in October 1979 
contained an express provision em- 
powering the Minister. of.,Labour 
and Social. Affairs in consultation 
with the Minister of Justice, to 
promulgate regulations relating to 
the selection of candidates as adop- 
tive parents, including procedures 
for filing applications and appeals 


- standing of international relations, 


press freedom and Israel's image- 
building processes. 

But while the above idea takes 
care of the visiting newsmen, and 
perhaps also some of those based 
here but neither citizens nor perma- 
nent residents, what about people 
like myself, a citizen of the State of 
Israel and very proud of it? It does 
happen that, presenting what is to 
me the true picture of the situation 
and quoting statements and remarks 
by our leading statesmen, my 
reports could easily be construed as 
critical of Israel in some cases. 
There are others in the same posi- 
tion and, in Ms. Blum’s eyes, we 
are surely hardened criminals and 
enemies of the state. Israel, she 
says, should defend itself against 
such foreign correspondents just as 
it defends itself against PLO ter- 
rorists. So let’s get cracking! How 
about a small, compact and weil- 
managed concenttation ¢amp for 
me and my colleagues, managed by 
Ms. Blum in the role of ‘Big Sister’ 
where we would be brainwashed, 
retrained and finally allowed out, 
bound over to be of good 
behaviour? 

THEODORE (TEDDY) LEVITE 
Ramat Gan. ' 


Moshe Etzioni 


against rejections. The recommen- 
dations proposed an appeal board 


. of three, composed of a jurist, 8 psy- 


chintrist or psychologist and a social 
worker, 

In fairness to the distinguished 
members of the committee, 1 must 
say that | um at a loss to know why 
this recommendation, or the subse- 
quent proposal of the ministry, was 
not presented for consideration by 
the Knesset. ΜΌΒΗΕ ETZIONI 
Jerusalem, 


THE EVIL. OF OCCUPATION 


To the Edftar of The Jerusalem ‘Post’ 

Sir, τα 1 was horrified to read 
that, once again, Israell soldiers 
have wounded and killed Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank. μὸν 

I am an engineering student πο ᾿ 
plans to make aliya this year. ᾧ 
believe that Zionism has to do with 
building up a Jewish state; one: 
which is faithful to the values of 


' CULTS. IN 
To the Editor of The Jerusalem Poir’*' 
Sir, — J refer to recent advertise- 
ments for the Emin society appedr- 
ing in The Post. As the mother of a’ 
member of the society, 1 would like- 
to warn other parents: Emin’ ib'k' 
cult. It does an excellerit jdb’ of- 
brain-washing ils members who pay 
11,200 a month to belong. ᾿ς" "- 
Don't be fooled, as I was, by'the ἢ 
neat, well-dressed appearance ‘of 
the members. The society ia subver- 
sive. It is’ extremely succéssful “at 
distancing its members from-theit 
families and anyone who ts not’ a 
member of the society, .: 1. 0" = 
The meetings are held in English! 
and it is not surprising that many of: 
the members are the children ‘of 
‘Anglo-Saxon’ immigrants. - 


Jewish tradition. And so 1 believe 
that Mr. Begin is anti-Zionist. His 
annexationist policies will destroy 
the ethnically Jewish character 
the state, just as the idalalrous 
violence of the military occupation 
is undermining the very basis of 
Jewish peoplehood, 


JEROME DAVIDSON 


Los Angeles, California. 


ISRAEL 


We hope that the recent publicity 
will help to arouse public indigan- 
tion. 1 


CONCERNED MOTHER 
{Name and addtress Su 


Sir, — We, the Concerned 
Parents against Cults in Israel, have. 
received from’! li counterpart in 
England, FAIR (family, action, 10 
formation and rescue), information 
und newspaper clippings’ stating that 
the Emin Society is considered 8 
cult in England, -its country of 


* origin. 


CONCERNED PARENTS 
AGAINST CULTS 
Haifa, : 


Pe ev ae 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Dry Bones 


Exploiting a tragedy 


superficilly, suggest a regular sequence. 


process, 


ted by the police. 


on the Pope's life was made by a Moslem Turk. 


foes ure sure to repeut them again. 


Jerusalem, 


tourists, 


because they show up in a uniform, 


liable to be contagious. 


declare a strike serves only (0 stir. passions. 


Christians. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 1982 


THE CHRONOLOGY of vivlence on the Temple Mount inay, 


First there wis Denis Michiel Rohun, a certifiahly deranged 
Christisn from Australia, who started a fire in Al Aksa Mosque in the 
hope, us he said, of clearing the way for the restoration of the Jewish 
Temple. Then. yesterday. there was a young man. sppiarenth, Δ 
deranged Jew from the U.S, who, repuriedly seeking to “avenge 
friends and relatives.” shot his way into the Dome of the Rock. 
killing two persons — both Arab — and wounding others in the 


Bul these violent incidents were in fuct sepurated by thirteen yeurs 
of relative quiet in the Temple Mount under Israel's τοῖς, The quiet 
was only ovcusionully broken by groups of nvisily protesting Arubs 
and by hands of Jews whose efforts to pray on the mount were (hwar- 


{n other lands during those years the sunctity of religious siles wus 
not invariably preserved with complete success. In November 1979 
the Holy Mosque of Mecca was attucked by a gung of Moslem fun- 
damentulists who held parts of it for several weeks before they were 
completely subdued. In May of lust year, in Vatican City, an atiempt 


it is a sufe bet, however, that yesterday's outrage, perpetrated by ἃ 
Jew, will huve an especially powerful resonance. The Temple Mount 
is ἃ focus of Moslem religious and puliticul passions and it is 
therefore an eusy political instrument for rallying the divided 
Moslems, ull over the world, to the defence of the faith ugains! the in- 
fidels. Thirteen years ugo reckless charges were flung around of 
tsruehi connivance, uctive or at feast passive, in the crime. Israel's 


Israel's responsibility for maintaining order is, of course, without 
question, since it is the custodian of the holy places throughout 


Thus, it was the Isrueti security forces thal jumped into the fray us 
soon us the first shots were fired, and if was an Israet police officer 
who finally disarmed the gunman. Then [srueli lawmen still had to 
contend with rampaging crowds of vengeful rock throwing and knife 
wielding Moslems on the warpath, who set upon buses of foreign 


Yet clearly yesterday's tragic incident holds some instructive 
lessons for the Israeli authorities. It Is plain that entry to the Temple 
Mount must no longer be freely granted (0 urmed persons merely 


THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 1982 
Distortion 
THERE are, and have been 
almost since 1967, differences in 
Israel regarding policy in and 


about the West Bank and 
Jerusalem, 


More important, us Jerusalem‘s Teddy Kollek suggested in u radio 
interview yesterduy, utlention must at long lust be paid to the groups 
of violently extremist Jews, whether orthodox or nationalist, who run 
uround unchecked, giving (he impression thal they ure ubove the law 
merely because they are Jewish, Their example is dangerous, and it is 


The extremism of private violence, whether Jewish or Arab, must 
be declared tubou. The Higher Moslem Council hus a function to 
perform in disciplining rowdy Moslenss und its decision yesterday to 


Nor must it seem us if rowdy Jews, or al least some kinds of them, 
are exenipt. Unfortunutely today some kinds are, and this is hardly u 
recipe for peuceful coexistence in a mixed city of Jews, Moslems and . 


differences or doubts about 
Israel's responsibilities and 
scrupulous concern for Moslem 
and Christian holy places, 1t has 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


What now? 


IT IS A STRANGE, and exceedingly dangerous, game the govern- 
ment is playing with the country, : 

On the one hand the people of Israe! were being assured that there 
was no crisis in relations with Egypt, that Prime Minister Begin 
remained committed to the peace, and that the final withdrawal from 
Sinai would take place as scheduled on April 26, On the other hand 
Suggestions are now suddenly being offered that the pullout will be 
halted unless Egypt sets right a series of dire violations of the peace 
treaty and the framework agreement, 

An explicit threat to that effect was made by Depuly Premier 
David Levy ata rally of Herut Youth yesterday, and he was aided and 
abetted in the same spirit by Defence Minister Ariel Sharon and 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 

But what sudden, and massive, violations are these by Egypt that 
might imperil the peace less than a fortnight before the Sinai 
deadline? 

For reasons best known lo itself, the government has been rather 
stingy with information, Presumably, the complaints have by now 
been communicated to Washington, and to Calro, They have, in fact, 
ulso been broudcust by such forcign news media ns Britain's BBC and 
America’s NBC, But the people of this country were not entitled to 
be informed after Sunday's cabinet meeting. They had themselves to 
rely in large meusure on those foreign sources, because military cen- 
sorship was used to muzzle the Isrueli press. 

The fuct that the government had placed an explosive device under 
the peace treaty, and that the cabinet was nol unanimous in up- 
plauding it, was to be kept a secret from the people who were must 
directly affected by this fresh development. At least for as long us the 
government suw fit. Which apparently was one day. For yesterday at 
the Herut rally, the Herut ministers sought to back up their claims 
agains! the withdrawal, 

Topping the oddly assorted list of complaints are Egyptian in- 
fringements of the militury annex to the treaty, notably in allowing 
the smuggling of arms and ummunition to the Guza Strip. This is 
followed by what is described as Egypt's proposal ut last week's non- 
aligned conference in Kuwait for a simultaneous exchange of 
cecognilion between Israel und the PLO; Presiden Mubarak’s 
refusal tu come to Jerusalem; the growing ties between Egypt and the 
PLO, and the unresulved dispute over the demarcation of the Sinai 
horder. 

To cach and every one of these disparate complaints there is un- 
doubledly something. But surely nol enough fo warrant the present 
alarm. 

Thus Isruel is known to have alerted Egypt before 10 some military 
violations over a period of time, but the more serious among these 
have been corrected, and the remaining ones are, in the view of in- 
dependent observers, technical infractions that would not, normally, 
be worth any fuss. 

Characteristically, too, there was no hue-and-cry from Jerusalem 
when Egypt called, before Kuwait, for acceptance of the Palesti- 
nians’ right to self-determination, even though the Camp David ac- 
cords eschew any mention of that right. True, Ambassador Ismet 
Abdel-Meguid may have strayed beyond the Camp David framework 
by proposing that Israel and the Palestinians (πο! the PLO) recognize 
one another — without even a reference to the autonomy scheme. 
But Israel has surely done nothing less, 

The Israe! Ambassador to Washington has publicly advocated an- 
nexing the West Bank, and the government, in its policy guidelines, 
has pledged itself to an interpretation of the autonomy that would 
lead inevitably to the assertion of Israel's sovereignty over the 
territories, 

Ambassador Abdel-Meguid's proposals at Kuwait may de 
deplored, But to decry them as “hostile propaganda,” barred by the 
peace treaty, as Mr. Begin did yesterday, is far fetched. 

The other complaints are even harder to understand. President 
Mubarak’s refusal to come to Jerusalem, regrettable as it is, is true to 
a pattern set after President Sadat’s original journey in 1977; Egypt's 
ties with the PLO have never been ruptured, not even during the 
worst period of tension following the Sadat visit; and the demarca- 
tion dispute is due to be solved, if not In bilateral talks, then through 
mediation or arbitration, as laid down in the peace treaty. 

Yet these are the supposedly sudden, and massive violations that 
are said to warrant Mr. Shamir's designation of Egypt's version of its 
peace with Israel as “fraudulent.” From these complaints-a hysteria 
— for once a usable word — is being whipped up which, as Herut 
Youth were quick to grasp, would justify ἃ petition to put off the 
pullout from Sinai, : 

Whatever it is thut Premier Begin and Herut have in mind, it is an 
exceedingly dangerous game they are playlng, 


aided them, safeguarded them and 
rigorously assured freedom of ac- 
cess for the faithful. 


It has done all this because it 
was Its responsibilities, as an 
enlightened nation, and aware as 
well of the sensitivities and sen- 
sibilities of the Christian and 
Moslem communities here, 
elsewhere in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. And it has 
done so.in contrast to the wholly 


But there have never been any 


Golan shame 


different conditions that prevailed - 
before 1967 — especially 


FRIDAY, APRIL [6, 1982 


THE PURPOSE of the Knesset, in 
ita controversial action just four 
months ago, was to extend Israel's ἢ 
faw, jurisdiction and administra- 
tion to the Golan, thus making it 
inseparably a part of the State of 
Israel, There was no intention to 
extend’ lawlessness to the 
area; but that, unfortunately, has 
been the result. 

One of the major arguments for 
the annexationist move was that it 
would serve notice of -the per- 
manence of Israel's rule in the 
Golan, and thus relieve any linger- 
ing doubts in the minds of the 
13,000 Druse there. The fear of 
the Druse that they might one day 
be handed back to Syria, and then 
suffer the consequences of their 
one-time loyalty to Israel, was said 
to be the reason for their reluc- 
tance to take the Isracli ID cards 
offered them by the Interior 
Ministry. Now, jt was assumed, 
the Druse would rise as one man 
1o accept the cards. 

Only it did not happen (hal way. 
The Druse, more sensitive than 
ever to their ambivalent situation 
as Syrian citizens yet residents of 
an Israel-ruled territory, bridled at 
the idea of the cards. Some of the 
Druse fears were wholly unwar- 
ranted. They were plainly not go- 
ing to be forced to take [sracli 
citizenship. and nor were they go- 
ing to be drafted into the urmy. 
The fact remains that the Druse 
were nol persuaded that the 
change in their stutus determined 
by the Knesset was in their own 
interest. 

Instead of persuasion, εἰς μιν sue 
Israeli civilian and mititary 
authorities resorted to coercion, 
starting with the imposition of ἃ 
blockade on the four Druse vil- 
lages. The blockade has in the 
meantime officially been lifted — 
by coincidence, this happened just 
a day beforg a petition by the Civil 
Rights Association challenging its 
legality was scheduled to be heard 
by the High Court of Justice — 
but the actual condition of the 
Druse does not appear to have 
been much improved. 

Entry into the Druse villages 
from the outside is now free, and 
there is also free movement 
between the villages. But Druse 
who do not hold Israeli ID cards 
are still not permitted to leave the 
area, and postal and telephone 
communications are still severed. 
Even Druse requiring urgent 
medical assistance in Israel 
hospitals are barred from crossing 
the line. 

These are some of the facts 
ascertained by a five-member mis- 
sion of the Civil Rights Associa- 
tlon which visited the area last 
Sunday. Their brief report will 
make anyone who cares for 
Israel's good name as a country of 
laws, not of men, cringe with 
shame. 


regarding Jewish and Christian 
holy places --- under Jordanian 
rule, : 


All Israclis therefore, including 
those not enamoured with the pre- 
sent government's policies, must 
regard as grotesque and contemp- 
‘tible, the campaign in ‘East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank and in 
the Arab states to rouse religious 
passions against Israel for the 
tragic incident last week at the 
Temple Mount and the Mosque of 
Omar,’ ᾿ 


PAGE,23 


